When looking at how trails and court issues were dealt with in Classical Athens, two main procedures are needed in order for a trail to occur. These are Dike and Graphe. These were both typical stages used by Athenians before they could order a trail to commence as without them, there would be no reason for one to take place.
Dike, in this context, means ‘prosecutions’, all of which go through a similar procedure to gather “the appropriate officials” before having the hearing which is done by the same chosen group of officials (Todd. 1995. p.99). This is mainly for “all ordinary prosecutions”, meaning an ‘extraordinary’ procedure is one that does not “follow this pattern” (Todd. 1995. p.99), although most do. Dike can also be referred to as an older method as ordinary procedures were suspected to be private affairs originally by someone who had suffered first hand, this was common with homicides (Todd. 1995. p.99).
Graphe, however, was developed in the sixth century by Solon, this created a now more public prosecution, rather than private affair (Todd. 1995. p.100). This new procedure of a trail now meant that a trail could now be “initiated either by the victim or else by a third party” (Todd. 1995. p.100). This, in turn, ended up as the most popular type of public case, mainly speculated due to it being the only case which needed to be written down in order to charge someone at the time (MacDowell. 1978. p.57).
When compared, both of these ways of charging someone can be used and applied to a “wide variety of offences” and cases in Athenian law, they also cannot be applied to certain issues, or at least, used in the incorrect manor (Todd. 1995. p.100). Therefore, if someone who was prosecuting a case was to be challenged in anyway about said case, they would have to prove in someway that “the procedure of his choice already existed” (Todd. 1995. p.100). 
Due to this, it can be argued that Athenian courts had to carefully decide which action to take. In Demosthenes 21, section 47, it explains that is someone is charged with assault (on anyone including women and children) no matter if they are free or a slave, or if they do something which harms an Athenian citizen, the court of judges to discuss what punishment or fine he deserves (Dem. 21. 47). If the person on trail is charged with the assault, and until it is paid he is imprisoned (Dem. 21. 47).
Overall, both Dike and Graphe were used in the Athenian court of law to decide upon the correct type of punishment as well as separating both private and public affairs. However, when in terms of differentiating between them, they are both similar as they would be needed in order to correctly try and choose an appropriate punishment. The only difference they hold is distinguishing if something should be a private or public matter.
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