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350+

[image: ]About us

[image: ]The School A is located in Swansea, Wales. The school has over 350 pupils with an age range of 3-11. This figure alone sets a huge challenge to the school to create a safe, fun and child friendly learning environment which can positively affect everyone.
The school provides their teaching and learning through following the Welsh Governments Education School Curriculum. The School Curriculum that the Government create provides guidelines that the school must abide to so that the whole of the country are learning and being educated the same.
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The school is broken down into three phases. Foundation phase (ages 3-4), Key Stage 1 (ages 5-7) and Key Stage 2 (ages 7-11). Each area adapts the same school ethos ‘‘to happily learn together in a fair and caring school community, achieving our best at all times.’ However, they use different methods and approaches to achieve this due to the difference in ages.







‘to happily learn together in a fair and caring school community, achieving our best t all times.’
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[image: Image result for welsh government logo]The Curriculum that Wales have pursued on using is one encouraged by Professor Graham Donaldson. Professor Donaldson has over 40 years of experience in the Educational Field and has created the Donald Educational Services LTD company in order to provide consultancy in order to particularly improve the curriculum development. (Donaldson, 2017)








	

Donaldson’s Vision
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[image: ][image: ]The school have adapted this approach to learning through an Educational Programme known as ‘Cornerstones.’  (Cornerstones Education, 2018)

Donaldson wanted the new curriculum to base on four purposes. For children and young adults develop as:
· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives; 
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work; 
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world; 
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
(Assessment                (Assessment Foundation, 2017)









‘We help schools deliver a broad and balanced curriculum that makes learning fun and raises standards.’
(Cornerstones Education, 2018)

[image: Image result for burrhus f skinner]The school believe in high appraise and reward when the children are achieving their targets and meeting Donaldson’s four processes. This method encourages the child to work hard in class and promotes positive learning. As well as using punishments if the children are failing to reach these goals. However, punishments are only made if the teacher deems the child to not be trying hard enough rather than not understanding. This method is known as the ‘Behaviourism’ approach first discovered and created by theorist Burrhus Skinner. According to Skinners theory it was believed to be the most effective way to learn. Skinner’s theory suggests that the response a learner receives from an action can increase or decrease the likelihood of that action being repeated, desirable action can be positively reinforced by reward, undesirable action can be negatively reinforced by reprimand or punishment, and that repetition of such patterns enables child to learn what behaviour is desirable and undesirable. 
(Blakemore & Frith, 2005)

‘Behaviourism’
Through using the Welsh Governments Education Curriculum, the school have adopted approaches from many Theorists to encourage learning and behaviour.

The school approach

The schools teaching and learning policy aims state ‘to promote fair, hardworking and positive learning. To achieve this, we use the ‘Weather System’. Any child achieving and demonstrating good practice will be rewarded at the end of that school week.’ (School A Policy, 2016)


The aim of the weather system is to promote positive learning and behaviour. Each child in the school has a wooden clothes peg with their name on. The pegs move up or down the weather system to different parts of the weather depending on their effort shown towards learning.
The weather system is broken up into four parts which is listed below:
1.	Star – This is at the top of the system. It is where every child aims to get too. If you are on the Star at the end of the week you receive a certificate in front of the whole school in assembly, you get to sit at the Golden Table at lunch time (Get to eat with the head teacher and other successful pupils in the middle of the dinner hall) and finally, a prize to go home.
2.	Sun – Secondly we have the Sun. This is where each child starts on the first day of each week. Each week is a fresh start for each child where they can attempt to reach for the Star and achieve success.
3.	Cloudy Sun – The third section is the WARNING area. If a teacher believes that the child is not trying hard enough or not applying themselves towards their school work, then they get dropped to the cloudy Sun. This then warns and encourages the child to work harder and engage themselves more positively. If positive learning is then applied the child can climb back to the sun.
4.	Black Cloud – The Black cloud is the final part of the weather system and it sits underneath the other three. If a child fails to acknowledge their previous warning when being dropped from the Sun to the Cloudy Sun and continues to fail to learn, then they are put on the Black cloud. If you land on the Black cloud, then you cannot climb back up. Any child that is on the black cloud at the end of the week has to be sent to the head teacher and also has their Friday afternoon privileges removed. For example, No use of the I-pads, No playtime or even No free time with friends. 
Throughout my time within School A, the system has been a huge success. Whenever children get rewarded in front of other children it encourages the other children to work harder the following week. I also believe that the punishments have as much an impact because the children do witness all children on the black cloud missing out on privilege’s which again gives them a motive. This adaption from Skinners theory of ‘Behaviourism’ has raised standards throughout the school.

[image: Image result for vygotsky]The school have also adapted a ‘Social Constructivism’ approach. this is when you are making meaning of an experience through social negotiation. (Blakemore & Frith, 2005) This approach was first introduced by Russian theorist Lev Vygotsky. ‘Vygotsky believed the role of other people (adults, siblings and other children) was essential for children's learning.’ (Wray, 2006).  Teachers can adapt this method within a classroom by arranging the lower ability children to sit with a higher achieving child in order for them to watch and understand how the task is done. Or by providing constant help to allow the child to improve step by step. (Wood, Bruner, & Ross, 1976) states that it ‘is a tactic for helping the child in his or her zone of proximal development in which the adult provides hints and prompts at different levels.’  This method can also include a large amount of speaking and listening task where the child that is struggling listens to a higher attaining child talk about their work or the teacher explaining the method of learning and the children asking as many relevant questions as possible to break the task down and allowing it to become more simplified.
approach continued





The schools approach to using the ‘social constructivism’ method can be witnessed right throughout the school but in a variety of different ways. Firstly, the school believe in a weekly speaking and listening session which takes place every Friday afternoon right throughout the school. This is when children are given the opportunity to bring something into school to talk to their classmate about. Usually this will be something that they have an interest in such as a hobby, an achievement or even talk about a trip away somewhere. The child will talk for five minutes and then the teacher allows the classmates to ask questions. For example, Child A talked about her trip to Disneyland. The children then asked her questions like ‘where is Disneyland?’ These relevant questions then get answered and the teacher if possible will also add to the child’s answers so that the children learn more. The approach towards children watching the adult then learning also gets used right throughout the school. In nursery the children learn a different letter each week. Every Wednesday of that week the teacher bakes the children’s bread in the shape of that letter. The teacher makes the bread using a step by step approach getting the children to use their imagination and replicate the actions she’s using in order to achieve each step. For example, they must demonstrate how to crack the egg. Whilst this process is carried out the children are constantly being reminded of their special letter and how to say it as well as how it looks. At the end of the fun procedure the children who can point out the special letter on the board and provide one step used to make the bread gets to eat some. In key stage 2 the children are much more independent however this does not mean that they cannot learn from watching a teacher or another child. When school A learn welsh on the curriculum the school use School B opposite. School B is a Welsh speaking language where almost all children in key stage 2 are fluent welsh speakers. Each year a timetable is created and pupils from school B pay us a visit where they sit one to one with a child from our school and help them pronounce, speak, understand and learn Welsh. Whilst we help them in English. This system has had a huge success in recent years and the school has recently achieved the Bronze Criw Cymraeg award.

‘Social Constructivism’

What are the Negatives?

Both systems can have a negative approach if they are not utilised correctly. When using the ‘behaviourism’ method at our school it is extremely important that we reward and praise positive hard work and effort as well as good learning. We must not only recognise the higher ability children within the classroom as they are attaining the highest standards because the rest of the class could feel disheartened and give up trying. We must also stick to punishing poor behaviour and lack of trying however the teacher must ensure he or she knows why the child is not trying. If the child has given up because the work is simply to hard then they should not be punished but supported. As for the ‘social constructivism’ approach we must learn to understand each individual before placing them in a situation such as speaking in front of others or another individual because they may feel uncomfortable about this. As the children are picked on Monday for the upcoming speaking and listening tasks which take place that following Friday this gives them four days to think about their talk. If the child is shy and does not feel confident in speaking to others they could become very anxious all week and result in them not applying themselves 100% through their day to day learning or could even result in the child being absent that day which again would affect their learning significantly.
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ERAGY
| Cross-carricalum V.

Wider Skills:- Creativity, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving,
Personal Effectiveness and Planning and Organisation.
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