Colosseum 
Culture and Heritage Management

Colosseum is located in Rome, Italy. It is the biggest amphitheatre ever built. The construction began around 70-72 A.D. by Emperor Vespasian of the Flavian dynasty. Later on, 80 A.D. Emperor Vespasian's son Titus opened the colosseum to the public, officially names Amphitheatre Flavium or Flavian Amphitheatre. Made with concrete and sand the Colosseum stood 50 meters height and 150 meters wide. The amphitheatre was opened with 100 days of games which included wild animal fights and gladiator combats. The 100 days of games consisted of gladiator fight, exotic animal fights, chariot races, public executions of prisoners and naval battles. During these battles over 9000 animals were killed, thousands of executions and the death of many gladiators. 

After the Roman era contests between gladiators continued until 435 A.D, animal fighting for 100 years but after the downfall of the Western Roman empire, the change in public taste put an end to the gladiator combats and other major entertainments. The monument was added to UNESCO list in 1980, and later on became a major tourist attraction opened to the public.

By this time the site started to suffer damage due to neglect and several fires. Natural phenomenon life rain and earthquake added to the damage of the site. ‘The special caretaker of the Colosseum and the Roman forum Francesco Prosperetti said that every earthquake, which since the end of August there was already a series, creating more and more serious burden on a 2,000-year-old monument’- (International News, 2016). The colosseum has also been looted for materials in the past till this day tourists have also cause major damage to the site, many tourists have tried to take parts of the colosseum bits home as a souvenir. The man, reported to be a 47-year-old tourist from India, was said to be taking a tour of the Roman amphitheatre on Monday when he managed to pry a piece of brick from a wall. (The Sun, 2018)

The colosseum is an ancient monument, thus will require a lot of attention when it comes to making it last longer, to preserve the history and also allow the attraction to be safe. There are many problems they are facing regarding over tourism and natural disasters. The methods used to preserve this structure have included adding bomb detectors to improve the security and reduce risk of terrorist attacks. In August a hoax bomb, consisting of a tin can with suspicious-looking wires, closed down the monument for two hours and resulted in the forced evacuation of angry tourists. (History Today, 2011) Officials were surprised that a tourist attraction that brought up to 6-7 million visitors a year was not safely guarded. Security alarms, cameras and guards has also been added on ground to reduce vandalism. A 39-year-old Israeli woman was arrested after starting to carve her family’s initials into a column of the Colosseum in Rome, Hebrew media reported Friday. (The Times Of Israel, 2019). It is a growing concern as more and more tourists are beginning to do such kind of vandalism to the heritage site causing a great amount of damage. Constant maintenance is being done such as the use of scaffolding to ensure some parts of the structure are rigid and won’ collapse. Some part is also minimally rebuilt to allow the monument to keep its originality but also allow it to be safe for the tourist.

Before the monument was restored the build-up and layering of pollen, exhaust from cars and moss coated the colosseum, this was called “black rust”, the removal of this was rather tasking as it was not done with any chemical substance. (CBSNEWS, 2013). 

The Italian government have made plans for the future in order to ensure a smooth run or the heritage site, these plans include ‘Removing the iron bars that block many of the ground level arches, which were put up in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks.’ (BBC News,2010) and moving the ticket office outside, so making access smoother.

Regarding the promotion of the colosseum, the Italian government have decided to commercialise the colosseum in order to raise more funds to keep restoring it, thus the monument is being sponsored by private owned companies. The private companies are then allowed to advertise their brands within monument. This however does have a down side as the officials suggest the it might ruin the heritage of the structure and makes it look like ‘Times Square’ as spoken by Darius Arya. In addition, officials say that the advertising of the sponsors will be done responsibly on tiny brooches and leaflets. Mr Agostino Toscan suggested an example of what might work; “It was the Colosseum with a bright light coming out from within it. Not a giant poster in sight.” He explains that it "could be a laser or a hologram. It wouldn't be intrusive and could project a sponsors logo or product into the night sky" (BBC News 2010). Regarding the marketing sector, the colosseum has been included in tourist packages on websites, giving inclusive tickets to hotels, travel and other tourist sites. These deals promote the colosseum allowing it to be affordable and accessible to a wider audience.

The colosseum officials have used the site to educate the public about the Roman Era and the importance of the cultural heritage sites, there are guides available which can be reached through websites and nearby the colosseum that offer tours within the site, they educate the visitors of the Roman era,  how and when the monument was built and interesting stories of the site. Is is also highly rated site for school visits, a large number of young students visit the site yearly and have a special guide to guide them through the site. The colosseum was built for entertainment purposes and still stands today as a top visitor attraction in Italy but for a different purpose. Education and Entertainment weighs out each other in this case. 

As colosseum is a pride to Italy, most of the funding for the monument comes from the government and privately-owned businesses. ‘Footing the bill is shoe-and-luxury goods maker Tod's. In an act of modern-day cultural patronage, company founder Diego Della Valle responded to a government call to the private sector to help care for Italy's art and archaeological treasures’ (Daily Mail, 2016).  The funding was used to clean up grime caused by traffic pollution from the arena. Funding such as these helps to preserve and conserve the site for the future. 

Another major earning sector for the colosseum is entrance fee. Visitors over 18 are charged at €12 each. There are also tour guides available through the areas around the colosseum, tickets range from €20-110. These special guides include a tour around the colosseum and other sites around the area such as the Palatine hill. Visitors are able to avoid long queue when going with a tour guide. The cite generates their money from working with tour guides and other companies. 

The colosseum is one of the seven wonders of the world and brings over 7 million visitors across the world to the monument. For the site to stay this way and last longer for future generation, officials need to take extra precaution into reserving the site. As over tourism is an issue, capping the number of visitors to the site can help reduce this. Another way they can improve is to have a museum outside of the colosseum, currently there is a museum on the top floor of the museum which displays a replica structure of the colosseum, statues and broken bricks from the site. As this is inside the site, the area has become overcrowded with many people stopping to read and look at the displays while many trying to squeeze past. Moving the museum outside can reduce these problems as well as reducing any security concerns. 

There are countless heritage sites that lie across the world, a site which the colosseum can learn and adapt the laws from is the Machu Picchu Ruins. This old city date back to the 1300 A.D. (Machu Picchu, 2019). Regarding the preservation of the old city, the government officials have set rules regarding the footfall of the site. These rules include the entrance times being split into a morning and afternoon visiting time. In addition, tourists will have a maximum of 4 hours in the old city with is maximum footfall being capped at 3,267 visitors in the morning and 2673 people in the afternoon. All visitors must be accompanied by an official or licensed guide with group sizes capped at 16 people. The Ministerial Resolution also stipulates the creation of 3 defined routes. The route will be defined when purchasing the ticket and visitors will not be allowed to leave these defined areas. This is a great example of heritage preservation, as officials have gone the extra mile to preserve the area for the future generation, a great plan which the colosseum can adapt from. 
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