This essay will consider the classical theory of Marxism as portrayed by Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels. It will examine the modes of production as well as capitalism and the role of the dominant class in society and the power in which they have over the working class. This essay will conclude with a summary of the main points in relation to the classical theory of Marxism and consider whether or not it is still deemed as a relevant theory in society today.

Karl Marx was a German philosopher and a revolutionary socialist thinker. His ideas and theories became popular during the 19th century (Carver, 2018). Karl Marx was born in Trier, Prussia, which is now known as part of Rhineland, Germany, in 1818. Marx’s father was a successful Jewish lawyer who converted to Lutheranism before Marx’s birth (Carver, 2018). For the first part of Marx’s life he was educated at home until 12 and then spent from 1830 to 1835, at the Jesuit high school in Trier (Carver, 2018). After this Marx studied law in Bonn and Berlin, whilst in Berlin he became interested in the philosophy of G.W.F. Hegel. Hegel was a professor at Berlin until his death in 1831 during a cholera epidemic (Marxists.org, 2019). Marx became attracted to and involved in radicalism through an organized group of students who criticized the political and religious establishments of the day called the Young Hegelians (Biography.com, 2014; Carver, 2018). 
Karl Marx achieved his doctorate from the University of Jena in 1841. His radical beliefs caused some concern amongst peers and he found it difficult to secure a teaching position. Instead he became a journalist, eventually becoming the editor of Rheinische Zeitung, a liberal newspaper in Cologne. His writings caused a stir and only a year later in April 1843 the government ordered the suppression of his newspaper. Marx resigned on March 18th before this order (McLellan, 1995). 
In June of that year he married Jenny Von Westphalen, moving to Paris. At the time Paris was the political heart of Europe. Whilst living in Paris he met Friedrich Engels (Carver T 2018) and they became lifelong friends. After causing more controversy he was expelled from France, after a short stay in Belgium he moved to London where he spent the rest of his life. In 1883 in London Marx died of pleurisy, he was buried at Highgate Cemetery with a nondescript grave to mark where he lay. (Woods, 2018). In 1954, the Communist Party of Great Britain erected a large tombstone, in recognition of Karl Marx’s work this tombstone included a bust of Marx and written on the stone were the words "Workers of all Lands Unite",a famous phrase from his ‘Communist Manifesto’(Biography.com, 2014).
[bookmark: _Hlk4422893][bookmark: _Hlk4423603]Marxism refers to the political and economic theories of Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Friedrich Engels (1820-1895) (Webfinance,2019). Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels are revolutionary German philosophers who penned `the communist manifesto` as well as several other works focused on the idea capitalism (Carver, 2018). Marxism is a system of economics, social, and political philosophy involving the ideas of Karl Marx and based on his work. These Marxist ideas view social change in terms of economic factors, the dominant feature of this socialist system is public ownership of production, distribution and exchange (Jeffries, 2012).
Marxism contrasts with the idea of capitalism. Capitalism is defined as ‘an economic system based on the private ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods, characterized by a free competitive market and motivation by `profit` (AllAboutPhilosophy, 2002). A primary concern of capitalism and Marxist theory is that means of production is the economic base that influences or determines the social and political system in place (Carver, 2018) this is known as the capitalist mode of production. Marxism incorporates a set of economic ideas, and is subject to socioeconomic analysis that uses a materialistic interpretation of history in order to understand class relations and social systems (Carver, 2018).
Marx’s work into class struggle underpin many of his theories about society, economics and politics. Class struggle is a conflict between the proletariat who provide labour to a workforce and the owning classes otherwise known as the Bourgeoisie.  Marx believed that the Bourgeoisie were a dictatorship running the economy for their own benefit. His belief was that capitalism is finite and leads to its own self-destruction, often replaced by a socialist system governed by the working class (Carver, 2018).  Marx believed that this working class government, a socialist state, would inevitably be replaced by communism leading to a classless society. Along with his belief in the inevitability of these systems he actively fought for the implementation of communism, believing that organized revolutionary action could topple a capitalist society and enforce socio-economic change (The British Library Board, 2019).
According to Marx socialism and communism is inevitable, and because he believed this he actively fought for the implementation of the latter. He argued that both social theorist and those who see themselves as underprivileged should combine forces resulting in revolutionary action with the aim of forcing the destruction of capitalism with the end goal being economic change (Ollman, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk4172831]Marxist theorists believe that history has been constructed in a specific way. Followers of Marxism state that social progress is predominantly driven by productive societal forces that are at the disposal of society. The relation of production according to Marxist aids in the determination and type of development put in place by the forces of production. This can be seen in capitalism where the rate in which the production forces tend to develop and aid in the accumulation of capital and surplus value (Ollman, 2019; McLellan & Chambre, 2018).
The ideological concepts of Marx’s perceived superstructure are a society’s cultural and institutional features, and they are in essence an expression of the current mode of production on which that particular society is founded. The ideologies of the ruling class it is argued in Marxism control how a state, or institution will operate, the ruling class uses its ideology to impose its rule and preferred norms and values in relation to production and the way in which society is built. As a result power within the state is only usually transferred if one class is affected by either social or political upheaval (Mclelland & Chambre, 2018; Hoveman ,2018).
Marxism states that if the relation of production is no longer conducive to the further progress of society then progress cannot occur and the result is a society in revolution. It is argued that the historical process of society is not foreseen, but is actually dependent on the organization, consciousness and the basis of the working class buying into the ruling class ideology. So Marx’s main argument was that, ‘all historical change was caused by a series of class struggles between the bourgeoisie 'haves' and the proletariat 'have nots' (Woods, 2018; Ollman, 2019)
During the 1800’s Marx idea of historical  materialism was accepted by Engels, and Engels made clear that he finally accepted the term Marx coined as ‘historical materialism’ (Hoveman, 2018 ). In his 1892 work Engels stated that,
‘We, at that time, were all materialists, or, at least, very advanced free-thinkers, and to usit appeared inconceivable that almost all educated …while, in order to find people who dared to use their own intellectual faculties with regard to religious matters, you had to go amongst the uneducated, the "greatunwashed", as they were then called, the working people’ (Engels,1892)
Capitalism, Marx argued, completely separates the economic and political forces, leaving them to have relations through a limiting government. He takes the state to be a sign of this separation, it exists to manage the massive conflicts of interest which arise between classes in all those societies based on property relations (Clap, 2018). 
Capitalism relies on the voluntary exchange of labor in return for wages or capital. This is a mutual beneficial agreement. Individuals pursue their own self-interest. In a sense, capitalism is based on greed and self-interest. People who support the idea of capitalism are known as capitalists (Amadeo, 2018). The capitalists believe that governments should not interfere with the economy and should regulate economic practices instead. The free market will distribute goods to people in the more efficient and cheap way. Language, scientific knowledge and law all grew out of free exchange and voluntary production. 
[bookmark: _Hlk4429665][bookmark: _Hlk4169662]In the Feudal System, as Lords owned the land, they relied on force to guarantee that they were provided with food. As they were not producing food to sell on the market, there was no competitive pressure to innovate production. Lords spent all their wealth on military equipment or lavish consumption, they therefore had no incentive to invest in developing new productive technologies (Amadeo, 2018). The result of the Feudal System prevented capitalism from growing! The Feudal Manor (village area) was self-sufficient which limited the growth of a free-market. There were also 3 other stages of Capitalism, and these were : Mercantilism (14th to 18th century), Industrial Capitalism (18th to 20th century) and Modern Capitalism (19th to 20th century) (Cohen 2010; (Kiangsu-Chekiang College, International Section, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk4423908]Capitalist economies (also known as free-market or market economies) and socialist economies differ by their logical underpinnings, stated or implied objectives, and structures of ownership and production. Socialists and free-market economists tend to agree on fundamental economics, the supply and demand framework, for instance, while disagreeing about its proper adaptation. Several philosophical questions also lie at the heart of the debate between socialism and capitalism: What is the role of government? What constitutes a human right? What roles should equality and justice play in a society? (Agarwal, 2017). 
[bookmark: _Hlk4424102]Functionally, socialism and free-market capitalism can be divided on property rights and control of production. In a capitalist economy, private individuals and enterprises own the means of production and the right to profit from them; private property rights are taken very seriously and apply to nearly everything. In a socialist economy, the government owns and controls the means of production; personal property is sometimes allowed, but only in the form of consumer goods (Agarwal, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk4430383]In a socialist economy, public officials control producers, consumers, savers, borrowers and investors by taking over and regulating trade, the flow of capital and other resources (Jeffries, 2012). In a free-market economy, trade is conducted on a voluntary, or nonregulated, basis. Market economies rely on the separate actions of self-determining individuals to determine production, distribution and consumption. Decisions about what, when and how to produce are made privately and coordinated through a spontaneously developed price system, and prices are determined by the laws of supply and demand. Proponents say that freely floating market prices direct resources towards their most efficient ends. Profits are encouraged and drive future production (Jeffries S, 2012). Socialist economies rely on either the government or worker cooperatives to drive production and distribution. Consumption is regulated, but it is still partially left up to individuals. The state determines how main resources are used and taxes wealth for redistributive efforts. Socialist economic thinkers consider many private economic activities to be irrational, such as arbitrage or leverage, because they do not create immediate consumption or “use” (Jeffries S, 2012).
There are many differing views on globalization and whether Marx’s theories still relate in a more connected world. Bromley (1999) says that Marxism is still relevant in a globalized world but points out that there are two distinct definitions of what globalization is he makes note to work by Robertson (1992) saying that globalization is ‘the compression of the world and the intensification of consciousness of the world as a whole', and Giddens (1990) work that states ‘'the intensification of worldwide social relations which link distinct localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa' (Bromley, 1999). Bromley however does conclude that while other views of globalization have added relevance in many areas the best starting point to understand globalization is from a Marxist viewpoint.
From this viewpoint much globalization is based upon currency and status within society, a capitalist approach which often leads to class and social structure systems in society. This approach will often involve wealthy people being in control of all other working individuals in society, and leading to social injustice and difference. It is an important factor to remember that with globalisation comes the knowledge of other cultures and social identities, but hand in hand with this comes the possibility of loosing ones social and cultural identity, a term that Harshe (2002) calls a ‘crisis of nationhood’. With many atrocities globally and the subsequent number of refugees having to move, there is an increase in global diversity. This again leads to other inequalities within society and often reinforces class systems, making it harder for these refugees to incorporate themselves into a society because of prejudices they face. 
The world’s population is still growing, and with a history of money and capitalism in many societies we are now in a position where the wealthiest 10% of the population own 60 – 70% of all wealth (Hutton, 2014). These super rich have the money to invest and the possibility of owning even more, and with many capitalist governments having tax systems which help these rich people to not part with a fair share of their income there is a real concern that the future of education, health and housing is increasingly shouldered by average taxpayers. These factors all increase the wealth inequality that is quite obvious in many societies today, and often lead to revolutionary workers’ rights movements similar to what Marx originally talked about. 
‘Wealth inequality thus becomes a recipe for slowing, innovation-averse, rentier economies, tougher working conditions and degraded public services. Meanwhile, the rich get ever richer and more detached from the societies of which they are part: not by merit or hard work, but simply because they are lucky enough to be in command of capital receiving higher returns than wages over time’ (Hutton, 2014).
To conclude this assignment, Marxism refers to the political and economic theories of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, who were the philosophers that concluded the communist manifesto. Marxism is a combination of systems including economic and social factors based on social change within society. Marxism is the socioeconomic analysis that views class relations and social conflict. Marx’s societal theories are collectively known as the Marxism concept. Society does not consist of individuals, rather the interrelations within which individuals stand. Marx’s materialism is the explanation of the present from the analysis of the past, Marx believed that every society will eventually return to communism as it follows the cycle from primitive communism, through the ancient and feudal systems, into capitalism and that eventually capitalism would become a weapon of its own destruction and society would revert back to communism (Jones and Bradbury, 2016).
It could be argued that Marxism is no longer relevent in today’s society as many sociologists believe that the prevalent theory in the 21st century is in fact globalization. Due to the rise of technology and the increase in machines doing the jobs of human, alienation is no longer an issue in todays society as humans in some cases are not doing the work at all. (Dillon, 2009)
The globalization of companies like MacDonald’s, and google and the capital that they generate impacts people and countries from all over the world, whereas Marxism is only concerned with the immediate society and how the ruling class dominate the working class. Because of globalization it could be argued that class divides are lesser in society and the conflict that Marx built his theory on, actually no longer exists. Globalization in essence is the theory that the entire globe and its population is a society, a community and that technology rather than physical production is at its center. (Giddens & Sutton, 2017)
However it could be argued that Marxism still plays a strong role as a sound sociological theory in today’s society. An example of this can be seen in in the ruling ideologies of teachers in school, and the institute of education. It is argued that school prepares children for the world of work, it segregates them in terms of their ability, and it could be argued that schools mimic the working environment (Bowles & Gintis, 2002).
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