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Assignment One:

With each coming day, the police deal with hundreds of crimes. Each year the number of crimes being reported is increasing, with the total number being 6.3 million in the year ending March of 2022, Clark (2022). Clark went on to explain that this figure was the highest it had been in the past twenty years. However, the system cannot be sure about the exact number of crimes committed in the UK every year, as not all crimes are committed. At times, victims can be reluctant to go to the police and therefore don’t report the crimes that have been committed against them. A victim can be described as someone who has suffered a loss or harm, physically, mentally or emotionally as a result of a criminal act. Close relatives/ a spokesperson nominated by the family of someone who has died as a result of the criminal offence can also be called a victim, CPS (2023).
As a victim, there is a Code of Practice that sets out what should happen between the time that the crime has been reported all the way through until what happens after a trail, if there is a need for one. If a victim is under the age of 18, then parents/ guardians of theirs may have Rights under this code, Ministry of Justice (2021). The basic Rights of victims under this code says that they should be able to understand what it is that is going to happen after they’ve reported the crime, and for them to be understood by the authorities. They must also be provided with all the information they need when they are reporting the criminal offence, and they have the right to services that can support their needs. The CPS (2021), argues that it is vital to give victims all the information as they are more likely to provide accurate information about the crime, increasing victim satisfaction and promoting proportionality within sentencing. 
Victims, more often than not, are vulnerable people. There is no legal definition of the word vulnerability, but it is the state of being exposed to the possibility of harm, physically, emotionally or even mentally and usually without protection, Cambridge Dictionary (2023). The Office for  Improvement & Disparities (2022), defines a vulnerable person as someone who has the need for special care, protection and/or support because of reasons like their age, disability or the risk of abuse and neglect. Children, who are always classed as vulnerable, can often subject to criminal offenses, this is because they do not have the same understanding as adults and often are unaware that they have been a victim of crime. This can also be the case for people who are mentally or physically frail, like those with learning difficulties, those suffering with their mental health and those who have recently been through a traumatic event, the CPS (2019).
There are several reasons why crimes go unreported, whether it be something small like wanting to deal with the situation between the victim and perpetrator themselves or something much bigger like manipulation or victim intimidation. Crimes like vandalism or property damage caused by a young person on their neighbour’s property can be dealt with civilly, without police contact by the neighbours simply paying for repairs of the damaged property. An attempt to threaten or persuade a victim not to give evidence against the perpetrator is called witness intimidation, CPS (2022). This is said to be rare, but when this does occur, it is usually found the offender is closely linked to the victim and intimidation is likely to follow after offenses such as domestic violence, CPS (2022). Witness intimidation/ manipulation is a crime in itself, Section 51 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 is split into two offences. The first, s.51(1) says that acts, against a victim or witness or any persons assisting in an investigation, that is intended to intimidate or cause harm in order to stop the victim/ witness giving evidence is an offence. A recent example of witness intimidation is the case of Vickers 2023, who attempted to intimidate one of his victims in order to get the charges against him dropped. His intimidation worked in his favour, (to a degree) but he was sentenced to ten years in prison on two accounts of indecent assault. Although, he was cleared of two charges, this would not have happened if either of his victims were willing to read out their impact statements at court, which would have likely happened if it were not for his intimidation. When a victim decides not to report, they always have a reason, some people don’t want to involve the police as they have no faith in the system, or they do not want to get anyone in trouble. 
	After putting out a survey, it was found that less than half the amount of victims who had previously reporting crime would then report a second crime if it was to occur, based on the experience they have already had with the justice system, Association of Police and Crime Commissioners, 2021. The lack of faith and trust within our police and criminal justice system is at a shocking new low, with it only being made worse with the case of Sarah Everard last year, Myneko; Ditcham (2022). The victim, who was on her way home from visiting a friend in Clapham was kidnapped, raped and murdered by Wayne Cousens who was a police officer. A week after her death, her body was found hidden in a woodland in Kent, where Couzens happened to own some land. His crime was planned and he was a complete stranger to his victim, a person of authority that she was supposed to have trust in. This case, along with Stephen Port, a serial killer who murdered four men, put fear into the public. Port, who was convicted on four accounts of murder, had been accused on drugging and raping a teenager before his first victim was found, however, the authorities did not pick up on this for several days into their investigation and they described the death of his first victim, “not suspicious at the moment”, Simone (2021). If the investigation was taken more seriously, the authorities would have realised that the death should have been suspicious considering the victim died of a GHB overdose, and he had no previous history of using it, which had been picked up by the emergency services, but the police failed to realise this, Davies (2021). 
Large number of crimes go unreported every year, many of them minor crimes, but some of them much bigger like rape for instance. Statistics from SOSRC (2023), estimate that around 85,000 women and 12,000 men experience some type of sexual offences yearly, whether it be sexual assault, rape or attempted rape. As one of the most serious offences, it is hard to get an exact number of victims each year because such a large number of these crimes go unreported. Retaliation, from more than just the perpetrator plays a big role in the under reporting of sexual offenses, and sometimes the aftermath of reported crimes can be just as bad. A good example of this is the Stanford Rape Case, where the victim was able to give input on how serious this type of crime can be and how hard they can be to deal with even after reporting. Within her personal statement, the victim made a powerful impact when she explained how she felt after she had to be notified by a deputy that she was a victim of a crime. After being informed that she had been raped by a man that she didn’t know, the victim assumed that the police had the wrong person. She had been found unconscious behind a dumpster, exposed to everyone, where she was left after the crime had been committed. The victim explained that she no longer wanted to her inside her body, and she wished she could “take it off, like a jacket”, Wells (2016). Additionally, the judge gave Turner (the perpetrator), a lenient sentence as a result of his status as a student at an elite university, Levin (2016). Even after having a substantial amount of evidence, there was still hardly any justice for his victim as he was given a short sentence because a full sentence was said to have had ‘a severe impact’ on his future, Wells (2016). This is an example of why some victims may choose not to report sexual abuse or crimes because of victim blaming, the victim recalled how she was asked what she was wearing and how much she had had to drink, questions that are commonly asked when women have been victims of rape or sexual assault.  
Many times, when a crime goes unreported it is because the victims feel as though it is too time consuming to report. One of the most common crimes within the UK is criminal damage, however, statistics shows that it makes up only 9.4% of crime reported in Swansea. Legally, criminal damage is only a crime if it was intentional says Victim Support (2021). Some victims feel as though the police do not take criminal damage seriously enough and the sentences are too short, this is why there is so much reoffending. Criminal damage is only triable if the summary value is more than £5,000, the perpetrator could look at imprisonment for around 6 months, as well as a level five fine, Sentencing Council (2008). If the consequences of this crime are not severe enough to put off reoffending then the victims feel that there is no point in reporting, they feel that police are only really concerned when the perpetrators actions cause harm or endanger lives. This crime is known as aggravated criminal damage and there must be a substantial amount of proof to show that the property damage had the intent to cause physical harm to another life. Additionally, it is very time consuming to report a crime, the collection of evidence can take hours and a full report consists of lot of components. Sometimes investigations can take the matter of hours but serious crimes, such as fraud, can sometimes take years. This is also the same for investigations of rape and murder, CPS (2022). Evidence is vital information given to the courts to decide whether a perpetrator is guilty or innocent. Some victims don’t go through with reports as they have little evidence to present to the court or their evidence is seen as ‘admissible’. This has a huge impact on reporting as evidence is needed to prove that a crime has been committed.
Aforementioned, there are lots of reasons for under reporting, another reason could be self-blame, guilt or regret or even shame. Victims who feel as though the crime was their fault often don’t report. This is because of how the crime has effected them, and they feel that they were to blame. Other times the don’t report as the crime could bring shame on themselves or their family, this usually tends to be the case with Muslim women who have been victims of rape. 
To conclude, there are an outstanding number of reasons for victims not to report crimes. After cases like Sarah Everard, how can the public be trusting of local police officers if they too can be unknown criminals? Although they are authorities that are made for the victims to rely on, there is nothing to say that they too are a perpetrator of some form of crime. Strangers, that the public put their trust in have also been found to be involved within crime, a small number of UK police officers have been convicted of crime within the last year, Goodier (2023). Seeing news articles about this only weakens the trust in the system as it is not easy to tell who to trust. Even if the victim were to report a crime, there is no guarantee that the perpetrator would be convicted. It’s suggested that “victims are no longer reporting crimes because so many offenders are not being brough to justice”, Dearden (2019). an article from BBC stated that UK’s justice system is in ‘crisis’ as only 8% of crimes that are reported end in prosecution, Dearden (2019). This has been blamed on the rising crime rate and police cuts, there is just not enough officers to deal with the amount of crime. The country is short of investigators which means that crimes are not being allocated to the right people. The Justice System must find a way of building the trust of the public and gaining their respect so that they feel safe enough to come forward with reports of crime. Victims of rape especially need to feel safe enough to report a crime that is severely underreported, Kimble (2018). Another way to stop underreporting is to listen to people who may be suffering from mental ill health, who claim that they have been ignored or ‘brushed off’ as they don’t understand the consequences of their words, Casiani, (2013). If a victim comes forward with a report, they have the right to be respected and listened to, which is outlined in the Code of Practice. 
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