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[bookmark: _Hlk132095846]Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

[bookmark: _Hlk132102590]Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                         (Donaldson 2015:68)



[bookmark: _Hlk60833274]Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

In March 2014 Graham Donaldson carried out a major review of Wales's curriculum and assessment policies from the foundation phase to key stage 4. The merging of the traditional approach of a subject-based curriculum with a more dynamic approach focused on skills and competencies is encouraged by Professor Graham Donaldson. The Review discovered strong support for a change towards arranging learning around skills and/or themes among teachers and schools. The Welsh Government recognised the significance of providing every child and young person in Wales with access to curriculum and assessment practises that will best serve their current needs and prepare them for their futures when it decided to commission this Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements. (Welsh Government 2015). Wales’s curriculum emphasises collaboration to create an educational system that benefits all students. Although teachers and educators can choose what and how they educate to get the most out of their students, the national curriculum for Wales framework will ensure uniformity and basic learning. Along with reading, numeracy, and digital skills, subjects will be divided into six Areas of Learning and Experience. These Learning and Experience Areas would be applicable to children aged 3 to 16 and would support the learning continuum. Although certain disciplines will be taught, schools might mix them to help students grasp how they relate to one another. Children's holistic development is at the core of curriculum pedagogical practise and closely relates to the four purposes of the curriculum, the description of what matters of the six domains of learning and experience, as well as the principles of child development. Pedagogy is at the centre of curriculum. Curriculum design for all learners is underpinned by twelve pedagogical principles Schools should think about the pedagogical strategies they will need to use to help learners realise the four purposes while developing their curriculum. Schools should make sure that teachers and other staff members are aware of the pedagogical concepts and the studies that support them. A thorough grasp of child and adolescent development is essential for effective schooling. The Foundation Phase's primary goals are to promote children's initiative and inventiveness. To use creativity to make learning more enjoyable and more effective. Outdoor learning is encouraged. Additionally, it is important to provide kids the chance to learn about their surroundings through hands-on activities that foster critical thinking and questioning.



Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
This statement is one of the twelve pedagogical principles. According to a formal definition of blended learning first offered by Garrison and Kanuka (2004), Blended learning is “the thoughtful integration of classroom face-to-face learning experiences with online learning experiences.” The blended learning approach combines traditional instructor-led learning with technology and digital media as a method of instruction. Access to online information that may be used at a personal pace gives learners more freedom and convenience. Additionally, it gives teachers more time to connect with students one-on-one and create sessions that effectively and pedagogically integrate both in-person and online learning. “Blended Learning is part of the ongoing convergence of two archetypal learning environments. On the other hand, we have distributed learning environments that have begun to grow and expand in exponential ways” (The Handbook of Blended Learning). Blended learning promotes independent learners who have control over their own learning. The usage of blended learning facilitates and aids in better meeting the learning requirements and goals of students. According to research, blended learning techniques can increase the efficacy and efficiency of relevant learning experiences. The ability for instructors and students to communicate via email, message boards, or chat rooms can increase student engagement and provide a setting for cooperative learning. A blended learning strategy dramatically reduces the amount of face-to-face education. The majority of instruction between 30 and 70 percent is now delivered online, giving teachers more students to mentor and a wider audience to reach. There are many ways in which blended learning can be incorporated in learning. The flipped learning model is one type of blended learning strategy that is well-liked by both teachers and students. Prior to attending any session, students are required to familiarise themselves to new material through online readings or videos. They get a fundamental knowledge of the content being taught as a result, and class time is freed up for interesting and interactive activities like group discussions, debates, and problem-solving exercises. This may be used by teachers to deliver more individualised education that caters to student requirements. As part of a station rotation approach, students go between a number of learning stations that provide various learning opportunities, including teacher-led teaching, small-group activities, individual learning, and online learning activities. The teacher divides the class into smaller groups, assigning each group to a different station. Following that, students proceed in a circle through the stations, pausing at each for a specified amount of time before continuing to the next. This method enables differentiation and personalised learning depending on student needs and interests. Students may be invited to work separately or cooperatively at each of the stations, or the teacher may offer instructions or assistance. Additionally, it provides opportunities for teamwork and the improvement of social and communication abilities. Students have more influence over the speed and course of their learning when using a flexible approach. Students often progress through online courses at their own speed, with teachers on hand to offer assistance and direction as required. Students who want more support or challenge may find the flex model particularly helpful since it provides for more personalised learning experiences. Students engage in peer-to-peer learning by collaborating with their classmates to examine course material. Instead, then serving as the exclusive source of knowledge, teachers might serve as facilitators so that students can learn from one another's viewpoints and experiences. include group discussions during live courses, peer reviews, mentorship, and joint projects. This strategy may be very helpful for fostering leadership, teamwork, and communication skills. Although blended learning has many benefits, there are also possible drawbacks to be aware of. It might be difficult for students who don't have access to these essential resources to participate in blended learning, which involves dependable internet connection and working equipment. Less personalised input from teachers may be given to students in some blended learning methods than they would in a regular classroom. Students who use blended learning must be motivated and self-disciplined in order to maintain their academic schedule and turn in assignments on time. For students who benefit from individualised attention and support as well as opportunities for face-to-face interaction and socialisation with peers, which can be a crucial component of a learning experience, blended learning could decrease the amount of interaction between students and teachers. A direct teaching approach comprises the teacher giving clear, step-by-step instructions while frequently employing media or live streaming. It adheres to a methodical, scripted process based on seven teaching, instruction, and objective components. It reduces variance and promotes imitation to teach specific skills, like phonics, handwriting, or arithmetic. For learning certain ideas or abilities, direct teaching is preferable. It is also simpler for instructors to develop evaluation tools with high levels of validity and reliability due to the precision of the objectives or learning aims. Direct teaching's framework might be so tight as to limit the teacher's ability to be creative. This approach follows a step-by-step process, therefore there is very little space for creativity. The instructor must possess a thorough understanding of the material, produce well-organized materials, and have outstanding communication skills for direct teaching or instruction to be effective. Without these qualities, a teacher would be unable to instruct or teach pupils directly or help them develop higher-order thinking abilities.


Good teaching and learning sets tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
One of the most important learning influences is prior knowledge. Although children may have the necessary past knowledge, they might not be able to relate this to the new information, hence it is crucial to remind children of their prior knowledge before introducing new information (Howard-Jone et al. 2018). Prior knowledge refers to the knowledge and educational context that a student possesses before encountering new material. It can be defined as 'the knowledge, skills, or ability that a student brings to the learning process' (Jonassen & Gabrowski (1993). The beneficial impacts of previous knowledge are visible when objective methods are used, which is a key takeaway. A closer look at these studies often reveals that flawed assessment methods are helpful for examining learning processes that provide explanations for the prior knowledge effect, even though superficial methods like familiarity ratings have repeatedly failed to demonstrate a clear relationship between prior knowledge and learning outcomes. As a result, figuring out past expertise should be a top priority when planning studies and grading performance. According to the cognitive load hypothesis, new information gets processed in the working memory, which has a limited capacity, and a new cognitive schema is built in the long-term memory while learning new information. (Sweller et al., 1998). Engagement is significantly impacted by cognitive load (Kirschner et al., 2011).  According to Paas et al. (1994), subject traits, task features, and subject-task interactions are the main determinants of cognitive load. Students with greater past knowledge may have more working memory capacity available to process their current learning activities since prior knowledge is a topic feature. (Mihalca et al., 2011). The degree to which pupils use past knowledge in the classroom varies substantially. Some kids need a lot of help remembering and integrating prior knowledge into new learning. There are differences in the quality of preceding information as well, and it's not unusual to discover older kids who have firmly ingrained errors regarding earlier learning. The teacher's pedagogical task is to get every student to recall earlier information while also evaluating the level of their present comprehension. Prior knowledge is built upon to create new learning. The more we know about what pupils already believe and the more we support them in using their past knowledge, the more likely it is that they will learn well and will not misunderstand the information in our courses. When we rely on class conversation to hear what students have to say, we run the risk of being deceived about what they comprehend since prior knowledge differs per student. Typically, only a tiny part of the class will speak up during class debates as a whole. Diverse strategies are required to engage all kids. There is different ways in which teachers can help students with prior knowledge. Before beginning a subject, encourage students to note down their thoughts or prior knowledge at the conclusion of the class period. On their walk out the door, have them turn in their answers. You can learn more about what pupils already know by reading their replies before the following class. Ask a question at the beginning of each subject or unit. Students should complete a chart with three columns, one for what they know, one for what they believe they know, and one for what they need to learn. Giving pupils the chance to evaluate their own knowledge and abilities is another effective method for determining what they already know. To promote honest replies, such self-evaluations ought to be anonymous and low stakes. Instead of evaluating each student's performance individually, the goal is to get a general sense of the variety of abilities and information that each student possesses.  Questions may centre on the required competencies, know-how, and experiences anticipated of your students as well as the competencies the student is expected to possess upon completion of the course. Another strategy is taking a quiz early in the school year to find out what background knowledge students bring to your class.  The results of this type of examination will provide a solid indication of the abilities and information that a student already possesses.  Students may be required to write essays, respond to multiple-choice questions, or complete short answer questions as part of these examinations, which look at how well they comprehend key terms and concepts.  An activity needs to be stimulating and challenging enough to hold kids' attention and keep them actively involved. The word "involvement" was first used by Professor Laevers (A Process-Oriented Child Monitoring System, 1993) to describe the intense focus children exhibit when they are immersed in an activity that fascinates them. The influence of the learning stimulus, which could not be the same for every child, will determine the disposition to learn and the incentive to stick with a learning activity. A youngster may or may not desire to pursue a specific activity depending on prior knowledge and experience, but if given the choice, they may select a different interest. This is permissible since multiple strategies might lead to the same results.

Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
The Curriculum for Welsh Framework aids educators in creating a more comprehensive method of teaching. The six Areas bring together well-known specialties and promote substantial connections between them. These particular subjects continue to be crucial, especially as students advance and develop their areas of specialisation. The Curriculum for Wales recommendations encourages cross-disciplinary planning, teaching, and learning both within and between Areas. This will make it possible for students to integrate their learning and blend their various experiences, knowledge, and abilities. Each Area of Learning has a number of ‘what matters statements. In this Framework, there are 27 statements about what issues that must be made. Together, they span the breadth of the Area of Learning, supporting and complementing each other, making links with the four purposes, and setting out the big ideas in the Area. As students must comprehend each assertion, these guarantee a level of uniformity in curriculum design across contexts and schools. Learners can grow to a more comprehensive grasp of the essential facts, concepts, and principles in each Area by investigating and reviewing these statements across the learning continuum. Instead of only being able to recollect individual information without comprehending the context, this more advanced understanding enables learners to appreciate how their learning adds to these concepts and why it is essential. A range of assessment techniques that allow the learner and the practitioner to understand where a learner is and what they need to accomplish next should be used to promote this advancement. The Framework does not mandate that settings and schools create a timetable that is specifically organised in accordance with the Areas or that they plan their setting, school, or staffing on that basis. There are six Areas of learning and experience. These are Health and Well-being, Expressive Arts, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and Science and Technology.  The Learning and Experience Area for Health and Well-being offers a comprehensive framework for comprehending health and well-being. It focuses on enhancing students' ability to deal with the possibilities and difficulties of life. Physical and mental health, as well as emotional and social well-being, make up the core elements of this Area. Five disciplines are included in the Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience (Area): art, dance, theatre, cinema, digital media, and music. It is acknowledged that, although if each field has a distinct body of knowledge and set of abilities, they all share the creative process. It is crucial that this Area strives to open up the expressive arts to all students and, through this inclusive approach, to broaden the perspectives of every student. Learning via the expressive arts may engage students physically, socially, and emotionally while also fostering their resilience, well-being, and sense of self. This can assist children in developing into strong, self-assured people who are prepared to live happy lives as respected members of society. The Humanities Area of Learning and Experience (Area) aims to spark learners' imaginations, arouse a sense of wonder, and encourage them to advance their knowledge, wisdom, and understanding. The most pressing challenges confronting mankind, such as sustainability and social change, are encouraged in this area, which also aids in the development of the abilities needed to analyse and communicate the past and present. The Area includes social studies, business studies, history, religion, values, and ethics. Despite having their own distinct bodies of knowledge and skills, these disciplines have many shared themes, concepts, and transferrable abilities. If and when appropriate, instructors may also introduce students to allied fields including psychology, sociology, economics, philosophy, law, and politics. The goal of the learning and experience in Literacy, Languages and Communication is to prepare students for efficient communication in Welsh, English, and other languages. It tries to motivate students to apply what they have discovered about how languages function in one language to the study and use of other languages. The growth of mathematics has always accompanied the advancement of civilization. Architecture, art, music, finance, and engineering are just a few of the numerous facets of our everyday life that are influenced by this truly global field. And while it is imaginative and lovely in and of itself, as well as in its applications, it is also crucial for advancement in other fields of knowledge and experience. Experiences in maths and numeracy should be as interesting, fun and accessible as possible for students and should be designed to help them build their mathematical resilience. Play helps children learn maths and numeracy in the early years by giving them the opportunity to solve problems, explore ideas, make connections, and work with others. To build on the foundations laid in the early years, students need to have the chance to work both independently and cooperatively in later years. It is impossible to exaggerate the value of science and technology in today's society. These advancements have always been catalysts for social change, supporting innovation and having an effect on everyone's economic, cultural, and environmental well-being. As a result, the chances that young people face and the decisions that they make about their lives will increasingly be influenced by the Science and Technology Area of Learning and Experience. In order to improve learners' knowledge and comprehension of the world, this Area makes use of the disciplines of biology, chemistry, computer science, design and technology, and physics.

Each of these three pedagogical principles are important. I think that the first principle is important as there are many ways that children learn. These days online teaching is becoming more popular however I do think that learners, especially children, learn better by face to face and direct teaching. I believe children learn better when they are working tasks that relate to them. I think that building on prior knowledge is important for children to learn, and teachers should revisit each topic often so that the children don’t forget what they have learnt. I like the idea of the new curriculum. I think that it enhances learning as each lesson focuses on more than one subject instead of just one.  
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