LANGUAGE AND CULTURE MODULE (HPFY3015)
UNIT 7: LINGUISTIC WORLD: A LOOK AT LANGUAGE AND LANGUAGES 
	
SCENARIO:

You are an internationally renowned language planner with experience of working for both the private and public sectors. You have been approached by the government of a former British colony in Africa, which became independent in the 1970s, with a view to your working for them as a consultant to help resolve some of their ongoing problems related to language. In particular, they are seeking advice on how many languages should be given official status (at either national or provincial level). These official languages will then be used as the medium of education in schools in the areas concerned.  They have given you the following background information: 

Six languages are spoken in total across the country. Due to its colonial past, one of these is English. However, English is spoken fluently by only 20% of the population, largely by white-collar middle-class workers. Geographically, there are five indigenous languages: 

Language A, spoken by 38% of the population in Northwest Province. The language is not spoken anywhere else. 

Language B, spoken by 12% of the population in Southwest Province, but also over the southwest border with the country next door, where it is an official language. 

Language C, spoken by 28% of the population in Central Province (which also contains the capital city) and nowhere else. 

Language D, spoken by 11% of the (largely illiterate) population in Northeast Province, but also over the northeast border with the country next door where it has no official status. 

Language E, spoken by 11% of the (largely illiterate) population in Southeast Province, but also over the southeast border with the country next door where it has no official status. 

You have also been additionally informed that the peoples of Northeast Province and Southeast Province are traditional enemies, part of the same tribes as the peoples across their respective borders who are frequently at war with each other. 

For your part, you are aware of research which shows that being educated in more than one language brings cognitive advantages such as delaying the onset of dementia by up to five years, and increasing empathy and understanding of other peoples and their circumstances. 






	TASK: 
Before starting your work in depth, produce a brief list or series of bullet points below (about 400 words) with possible combinations of official languages and the consequences that might result from your choice. You may choose as many combinations as you like at either national or provincial level (bearing in mind the possible resources required). 






































 




