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Essay of 3000 words
Using two distinct examples compare the nature of experiential engagement with the given heritage presentations 
Introduction
This essay will compare the differences between the Llanerchaeron Estate and Cors Caron National Nature Reserve. The Llanerchaeron Estate was bequeathed to the National Trust in 1989. It is recent by historical standards; being built in the seventeenth century. It relies on funding from admission fees, public donations and gifts in wills. Whereas, Natural Resources Wales manage Cors Caron National Nature Reserve, funded by The Welsh Government through Natural Resources Wales. This is free to enter and enjoy. The bog was naturally formed during the ice age through to the twentieth century when peat cutting ceased[footnoteRef:1] [1:  NRW. 2021a. “Natural Resources Wales / Cors Caron National Nature Reserve, near Tregaron,” Naturalresources.wales <https://naturalresources.wales/days-out/places-to-visit/mid-wales/cors-caron-national-nature-reserve/?lang=en> [accessed 10 October 2021]] 

On the surface, the experiential lessons they provide are distinctly different to ‘’museums’’ but, during my research have found that in many ways they are very similar. Each of them provides a self-led visitor experience, however Llanerchaeron also employ volunteers to guide the visitor. Whereas, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) employ a Senior Reserves Manager who liaises with Landowners of the site and organised parties of visitors.
The NRW have an educational policy available to all on their website[footnoteRef:2]. It is quite extensive as it draws on the knowledge of much scientific and specialist expertise. The website also has a page entitled ‘outdoor learning research’ which states - [2:  2021b. “Natural Resources Wales / Education, Learning and Skills,” Naturalresources.wales <https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/education-learning-and-skills/?lang=en> [accessed 10 October 2021]] 

“Outdoor learning promotes academic attainment through hands-on, experiential learning and by enhancing cognitive and emotional processes important for learning”.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ibid] 

The Educational policy for the National Trust seems to be site specific when a search for learning is put into their website. It has links to PDF documents for those able to print at home and links to practical projects. Their weblink to research seems to be contracted out to other providers and experts. On their Research at the National Trust page[footnoteRef:4], they collaborate with many including The University of Oxford where the Trusted Source project aimed to ‘enhance the visitor experience’[footnoteRef:5] [4:  National Trust. [n.d-b]. “Research at the National Trust,” National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/research-at-the-national-trust> [accessed 10 October 2021]
]  [5:  ibid] 

The National Trust’s Llanerchaeron Estate
The Llanerchaeron Estate consists of farm land which is managed by tenants and buildings mostly in fairly close proximity to the House itself. The visitor arrives at the entrance and pays their admission fee, a not insubstantial amount if you want to enter as a party.  They receive a brief oral introduction and a leaflet to guide the visitor through the property’s features. Heading past the gift shop the visitor heads to the entrance itself. 
Here is the first information board, a portable, recently produced sign to include post lockdown information and at number 4, a reminder to support the National Trust with a donation of £5.
[image: ]
A funnel of laurel hedging, (my photo below) each side of the short path leads to an information board at the junction in the path to the house or to the stables and farm area. 
[image: ] 
The information board below positioned discreetly to one side of the path shows the site as a whole and gives the visitor the option of where to visit first. Thus, we can see a pattern emerging of the self-led visitor moving from information board to information board. Turn left and walk along the path past a service building with the toilets signposted on the left and there are displays of apples for their apple week celebrations but with little information about why it is there. This is the venue for small summer weddings and at the winter fair, for the cold foods to be displayed for sale.  Visit the stables and you will see a typical tack room with saddles but no interpretative boards for the visitor unfamiliar with horse paraphernalia. 
[image: ]
Moving on to the walled gardens, passing the apple displays due to the time of year, the trees; some of which are two hundred years old, are labelled with their variety. Remember the names of these and on the way out, purchase a bag for only £1-00.
The second walled garden filled with the remains of the year’s herbs and vegetables are also labelled, many are also old varieties being resurrected, rather like a rare breed farm for plants. John Tradescant the Younger would have been pleased. Tradescant junior was a botanist who lived from 1602 to 1662 and who travelled to America to bring back rare plants. His father Tradescant the Elder had other people collect for him. Tradescant Junior published a book regarding his fathers works and called it Musaeum Tradescantianum. The collection was bequeathed to Elias Ashmole where it is now housed in the Ashmolian museum in Oxford[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  MHR Module handbook] 

We then move on to the House, the main focus of the quite substantial number of visitors for a Wednesday morning in October. These were mainly over 50’s and keen to read the information sheets on the wall in each of the rooms in the house. 
The visitor experience begins at the front door as they enter the grand entrance hall which contains much taxidermy, a sight which appals and fascinates children and adults alike, inviting debate, the retaining of which the National Trust have not shied away from. It is, after all, where some visitors may see these animals for the first time. Some have dates on their plaques. We are told on the information sheet for the morning room that the taxidermy was mainly undertaken by Hutchings of Aberystwyth as a way to ‘experience the natural world’ before photographs and natural history television programmes. See photograph below.
[image: ]
This, in the 21st century of changing attitudes to blood sports; the culling of badgers because of bovine tuberculosis and grey squirrels because of the reduction in the red squirrel population, (subjects which Natural Resources have a remit to control).
The house was in the same family from 1634[footnoteRef:7] although at that time was a traditional farmhouse. The Parry family who purchased it, says the website, could trace their history back to the Welsh Princes. A century and a half later, the famous architect of the Georgian era, John Nash, was tasked with turning it into a grand design, a beautiful Georgian villa. As the visitor continues their tour of the ground floor, the volunteer guides direct them and offer information about the house from the inside pointing out the division between the old and the new, tailoring their conversation to suit the response from or to the visitor. Each room has a description poster on the wall, all bilingual of course. The house has a pleasant aroma and creaking as the old floorboards are delicately walked on by these visitors who treat the whole experience with various exclamations. Some of the rooms have been left in the style of the early 1900’s and older visitors may make comparisons with their grandparent’s homes.  [7: National Trust. [n.d.-a]. “A Family Home for 10 Generations,” National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/llanerchaeron/features/a-family-home-for-10-generations> [accessed 10 October 2021]] 

Michael Shanks in Re-constructing Archaeology at chapter 4 entitled presenting the past describes various museums of this type. He describes a visitor comment at the North of England Open Air Museum Beamish, which he says has a similar nostalgic atmosphere. Whilst viewing the articles on display, which may have been familiar to their childhood – We left Gateshead to get away from houses like this[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Shanks, Michael, and Christopher Y Tilley. 1992. Re-Constructing Archaeology : Theory and Practice, second (Cambridge: Routledge)
] 

The visitors here are more reverential, tuned in to the house and its atmosphere. It feels like home rather than a museum, an aspiration to some perhaps. 
The visitor is then ushered up the stairs to the bedrooms, eventually entering the Pamela Ward Collection. 

[image: ]
What should have been celebrated in the house for the difference the bequest has made seemed rather understated. Had it not been for her substantial cash bequest, the house as you see it now would not have been in such good order. Had the work not been undertaken, the proof that John Nash was the architect may not have been discovered either. This information is only briefly mentioned. The display is much like the collections of the antiquarians of old, Ashmole or Pitt Rivers would have understood it well. The Pitt Rivers Museum gives their reason for retaining the old labels, see website link[footnoteRef:9], but we are not party to the reason for the Miss Ward collection labels. These are still labelled with the trust catalogue labelling system. The items on display are not all of her collection as they say there are 5000 pieces. It is too large to show at one time, though there does appear to be space.  [9:  Pitt Rivers Museum. [n.d.]. “History of the Museum,” Www.prm.ox.ac.uk (Oxford University) <https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/history-museum>] 

[image: ]
 These are available on the website, though for the technologically able visitor to scroll through before or after their visit. This feels like an opportunity for learning missed by some of the visitors and very much like an archaeological finds display case rather than the display of a lifetimes collection; a shop window with no prices.
The last but one paragraph on the information sheet for this room, also links Miss Ward by birth to the owners of the house which we are told she did not know.
The tour ends with the servants’ quarters where the familiar utensils of olden times are stacked on the shelves. Then out into the service courtyard where the various rooms are labelled. Here is an ideal area to hold the Christmas Craft Fair, Covid restrictions not allowing this year. The smell of mulled cider and locally made candles and other crafts adds to the atmosphere as does the volunteer guide in Victorian outfit.
The National Trust hold local seasonal workshops at Llanerchaeron where one can learn wreath making and Christmas card making. They also hold spooky story telling sessions and winter walks. Some of these have additional costs.
Finally, we return through the entrance/exit to browse the gift shop and buy that bag of apples. 

Natural Resources Wales Cors Caron National Nature Reserve and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
A large expanse of 858.2 hectares of bog with farmland on the fringes, thousands of years in the making, managed to keep it as such rather than allow it to return to its natural features. A museum of immense proportions and diversity, which include landscape features, plants and animals and people who have shaped it. It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. (At the end of this essay, is the citation for the reader’s interest.) The information is readily available on the Natural Resources Wales website, though the general visitor may not be aware of this, which a retired member of staff is. 
There is a car park and entrance with toilets from the road with signage. It is a place to run, to walk the dog, to cycle, in sharp contrast to Llanerchaeron. There is no sign here telling you to slow down, this place is for the energetic, to explore, enquire and to experience the sights and sounds of the natural outdoors, rather than the manicured laurel hedges and carefully pruned 200-year-old trees. The buildings and seats along the way are wooden to withstand the weather, renewed or repaired regularly to remain watertight to shelter from the elements. Remember your wet weather gear and your wellingtons, you may need them. There is no gift shop or café to enjoy at the beginning or end of this experience. The train line from Aberystwyth to Carmarthen via many stations ran along the edge of the bog until the Beeching cuts of the 1960’s, the charming interpretation board with a nod to the olden days is photographed here explains its origins and demise.

[image: ]
This has now been utilised as route 82 of the National Cycle Network and footpath. The Old Railway walk is 6 miles long according to the sign at the entrance to the carpark.
[image: ]
Here is the opportunity to take a photograph on your phone to remind you later as there are no leaflets available to blow about in the wind. 
The toilet block and notices conveniently located at the entrance to your walk give you a map of the site, a brief history and the opportunity to choose your route. There is also the website address and the option to download free apps. This is a free self-led tour with plenty of online advice also for free. The information boards take the visitor along their chosen route knowing the distance and approximate time it will take. The learning experience here is part given but the onus is on the individual group to entertain and educate themselves and each other. This experience needs all of the senses to enjoy the array of material on offer to the consumer. Bring your binoculars and bird book to identify what you see. If wifi allows, the Ceredigion Birds and Wildlife Facebook page will answer your query, sometimes in real time[footnoteRef:10]. Wildlife large and small, as well as domesticated cows, horses and sheep use this land as much as the human traffic. There is every kind of landscape to be enjoyed, the hedges full of fruit and birdlife. If you are quiet though, there are otters and kites and many other sights to see, but be sure not to stray too far from the pathways. As the site is managed, you may stumble across an estate worker or warden working on the site and these are the people who can inform the visitor if you are lucky enough to meet them. The history of the landscape is evident once you leave the hedges behind. The brown of the bog stretches for many miles and it is easy to see the path of the glacier with the mountains surrounding it. This does require some school history lessons or an amateur interest in the landscape. For the local, it is part of everyday life but since the rebirth of the cycling and walking ‘’crazes’’ following lockdown, the audience has increased many times over. However, a short browse of the interpretation material gives a brief overview as well as the cycle route. This has had an effect on the walkers of this route and has been of concern. Accessibility for all is a prime objective of Natural Resources Wales. [10:  Ceredigion Birds and Wildlife. 2016. “Ceredigion Birds and Wildlife,” Www.facebook.com <https://www.facebook.com/groups/515853885290832/photos/> [accessed 10 October 2021]] 

Cors Caron SSSI citation [footnoteRef:11]  [11:  COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES. 1990. “SITE of SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST CITATION” <https://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/media/656760/SSSI_0994_Citation_EN001b59a.pdf> [accessed 10 October 2021]] 




Summary of differences in experiential learning between my two chosen Museums
1. Admission fee versus free admission – accessibility issues for families without disposable income to the NT 
2. Owned by National Trust versus owned by landowners – tenanted NT estate farms who must agree a plan with landowner. Farmed and owned properties within the SSSI must also adhere to the management plan. 
3. Private and grant funding versus direct Public Welsh Government funding – relies on marketing by NT to raise funds whereas NRW is protected by Government legislation
4. Recent history versus ancient history – a property since the seventeenth century and a place in the landscape since the ice age
5. Set opening times versus open at all times – accessibility 
6. Volunteer staff and no staff - volunteer staff who choose to work for the NT at a particular site 
7. Contracted out research versus paid experts – in house experts are accessible as they are employees of NRW
8. Outside paid for research versus in house employed experts – outside research projects have set goals and required outcomes
9. Taxidermy versus ‘the real thing’ – dead or alive, the live capture of animals on film requires luck and judgement and skills which can be learned.
10. The Pamela Ward collection versus a countryside brimming with collectibles – the opportunity to study still items for as long as the viewer requires
11. NT Website less easy to navigate than NRW - both websites provide very different information, NT is for the casual user and NRW for more technical information
12. Dry weather versus wet weather destination – Llanerchaeron has safe walking surface throughout. Health and safety issues at Cors Caron when it is wet due to the surfaces underfoot
13. Undercover museum versus open air museum – guide led versus self-led

Summary of similarities
1. Interpretation boards 
2. Opportunities for learning 
3. Self-led
4. Free car park
5. Open air museum (but see point 12 in summary of differences)


















Bibliography
Ceredigion Birds and Wildlife. 2016. “Ceredigion Birds and Wildlife,” Www.facebook.com <https://www.facebook.com/groups/515853885290832/photos/> [accessed 10 October 2021]
COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES. 1990. “SITE of SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST CITATION” <https://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/media/656760/SSSI_0994_Citation_EN001b59a.pdf> [accessed 10 October 2021]
National Trust. [n.d.-a]. “A Family Home for 10 Generations,” National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/llanerchaeron/features/a-family-home-for-10-generations> [accessed 10 October 2021]
National Trust. [n.d.-b]. “Research at the National Trust,” National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/research-at-the-national-trust> [accessed 10 October 2021]
NRW. 2021a. “Natural Resources Wales / Cors Caron National Nature Reserve, near Tregaron,” Naturalresources.wales <https://naturalresources.wales/days-out/places-to-visit/mid-wales/cors-caron-national-nature-reserve/?lang=en> [accessed 10 October 2021]
NRW. 2021b. “Natural Resources Wales / Education, Learning and Skills,” Naturalresources.wales <https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/education-learning-and-skills/?lang=en> [accessed 10 October 2021]
Pitt Rivers Museum. [n.d.]. “History of the Museum,” Www.prm.ox.ac.uk (Oxford University) <https://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/history-museum>
Shanks, Michael, and Christopher Y Tilley. 1992. Re-Constructing Archaeology : Theory and Practice, second (Cambridge: Routledge)
‌








image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
OB IM[IeJ X - WOOY SUILIOIN





image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg
U et 0
i by vt:;zi};,l:!\!t

o eted B
e 5 s




image8.jpeg
spuiBog
54 si00 Aueippns

Ao SpisIon
Uogy 1A UE( JAAMI

Hem uoies 5103
uole) 5103 1GAMIT





image9.emf
SSSI_0994_Citation_E N001b59a.pdf


SSSI_0994_Citation_EN001b59a.pdf
CYNGOR CEFN GWLAD CYMRU
COUNTRYSIDE COUNCIL FOR WALES

SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST CITATION

CEREDIGION CORS CARON
Date of Notification: 1954, 1982, 1984, 1990
National Grid Reference: SN 690640
O.S. Maps: 1: 50, 000 Sheet number: 135 and 146
1: 25, 000 Sheet number: SN 66 and SN 76
Site Area: 858.2 ha
Description:
Biological

Cors Caron is a very extensive raised bog system developed over a late-glacial lake
which once occupied the broad valley of the River Teifi. The raised bogs lie at an
altitude of about 160 metres, extend for 4 kilometres along the valley and reach
2 kilometres in width. Three distinct bogs are separated either by the Teifi or by lagg
streams which join the river — the largest single expanse lies to the west of the river. Cors
Caron was the first true raised bog to be described in detail in Britain by Godwin and
Conway (1939), and is regarded as a classical site where the development sequence from
aquatic conditions through flood plain mire to an ombrogenous mire surface is well
demonstrated in the stratigraphy.

The vegetation of the mire expanse shows an usually wide range of variation, including
areas rich in bog-mosses Sphagnum spp., (exhibiting a small-scale hummock-hollow
topography), areas dominated by heather Calluna vulgaris, and areas in which both
purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea and deergrass Trichophorum cespitosum are major
components. This variation is largely the effect of past burning. Fortunately the
regeneration of an active mire surface has been so successful that little clear evidence of
fire now remains; only the mosaic of vegetation stands and the somewhat lowered water
table, with consequent loss of species richness, still provide indirect evidence of past
damage.

River terraces which are regularly flooded show a zonation of plant communities parallel
to the river. Reed canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea and tufted hair-grass Deschampsia
cespitosa occur along the river edge, and a broad zone of soft rush Juncus effusus with
incipient carr formation occurs between this and a Molinia-rich lagg community. A wide
rend is present which is mainly dominated by vascular plants with a discontinuous
Sphagnum carpet. Included in the site are several peripheral habitats and features,





including areas of poor-fen, willow carr and the only known kettle hole in Ceredigion,
Maes-1lyn Pool.

The bog and the adjoining river is a valuable overwintering area for several species of
wildfowl — mainly mallard, teal and wigeon. It is also noted for its flock of whooper
swans, the most southerly one of any size wintering regularly in Britain. The bog is
important as a winter feeding area for the red kite and hen harrier. About 70 species of
bird breed on the site or in the immediate surroundings, including sizable populations of
teal and curlew. Mammals of note which frequent the bog are otter, polecat, harvest
mouse and water vole. Cors Caron is the most southerly locality known in Britain for the
large heath butterfly Coenonympha tullia. Sixteen species of dragonfly have been
recorded, most occurring in good numbers.

Physical

Pleistocene/Quaternary: Cors Caron is a pollen site of considerable importance, recording
detailed evidence for Holocene environmental fluctuations in west Wales. The site
comprises three bogs which have developed as a result of waterlogging upstream from a
broad arcuate moraine situated near the town of Tregaron. This moraine, once regarded
as marking the limit of the last glaciation in the Teifi Valley, still remains to be dated.
Pollen analysis of the deposits in the basin behind the moraine has shown that open-water
conditions existed at the site until early Holocene times, and that peat growth began
during the Atlantic period. Pollen analysis, peat stratigraphy and radiocarbon dating have
revealed a record of subsequent environmental changes of widespread significance.
Pollen analysis and radiocarbon dating have also been used in combination with historical
records to reconstruct a pattern of land-use change from the Bronze Age to the twelfth
century. Cors Caron is one of the most representative and well-documented Holocene
pollen sites in Wales. It is one of the largest inland raised bogs in Britain and has the
most comprehensively radiocarbon-dated Holocene pollen profile in Wales.

Remarks

816 hectares of the site and the adjacent river form the Cors Caron National Nature
Reserve.

This document is NOT a definitive legal version and has been formatted, updated and
partially edited for use on the CCW Web site. This document should not be used in any
legal proceedings, public enquiry or any other hearing or appeal. If you require a full
legal copy of the document please contact CCW in writing.
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