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21st Century Learning. 
Demonstrate how context other the classroom can support learning.
Group presentation. 
Thank you so much girls for your such a great and detailed speech. Hopefully, you will enjoy my presentation as much as I enjoyed yours.
There are many challenges educators must face in the XXI century (Jayo,2016). Education, and so the primary schools, go through major changes. Putting child’s emotional wellbeing finally is becoming a priority as much important as literacy or numeracy (Welsh Government, 2016). And just like girls previously mentioned, and just like the Welsh Council for Outdoor Learning (2018) states - outdoor learning is finally seen as not only a supporting aid but as “a central part of learning”. Primary school children had given feedback that that is both “memorable and fun”.  Outdoor Education Advisors Panel (OEAP, 2018) gives an evidence of the value of the “frequent, progressive and continual” access to outdoor adventures. 
The number of benefits of learning outside of the classroom is endless. Children in foundation phase age learn and express their emotions through observing the world and through play.  And according to International Play Association (2014) gained through play, fine and gross motor skills are essential in child development.
 And like I have just mentioned, learning occurs everywhere, however recent study called “How are we benefit from interacting with nature?” prepared by four scientists, bring an evidence of interacting with nature and its impact on psychological well- being associated with cognitive performance, or on physical health benefits such as stress reduction (Keniger et al., 2013).  The researchers underline the benefits on academic performance and the ability to perform mentally challenging tasks, as their exact words state “Interactions with nature can positively influence behaviour, academic performance and social skills in children, something that could be reflected in school curricula (e.g., environmental experience components) and could have broader benefits, such as reducing bullying in schools.” (Keniger et al., 2013)
So why not to take it a bit further and let the children try and explore outdoor environment even more often?
 The impact of the outdoor play has been noticed in early XIX century by a German philosopher and educator, Fredrich Froebel (Pond,2006). His work now is well known and influenced many. And like Jessica has mentioned before he was famous for saying that ‘play is a child’s work’. Because of his fascination of child development, he was often seen on observing his friends and family children. His findings leaded him to few theories, and those were implemented in his Kindergarten. Froebel supports previous findings, as his school yet again highlighted how interaction with nature benefits child’s learning. Children is his school, were encouraged to learn in the garden to enjoy the surroundings. He believed that space and light were crucial to self – express, and that could be done through outdoor play. In chosen by us, Wetlands Centre in Llanelli, there are plenty opportunities to do so.  Froebel’s reflections to let ‘a child on any stage to be that stage’ can be easily adopted here. For example, by letting a child exploring by its senses and natural curiosity while observing their huge range of wild birds and their habitats. 
Recognizing different types of learning is essential to achieve the engagement and retain needed information by students. Sitting and listening might be good for auditory learners according to Loob (Loob,2001). Figures presented by Research Gate (2014) shows that across the globe there is 53,4% of the right brain dominant auditory students. Although even those could enjoy the environmental exploring. As the Vark Model suggests (1987) kinaesthetic learners would highly favour this, as their best concentration is seen on ‘hands on tasks’. This method of learning has been also known and used by Italian physician Maria Montessori (How we Montessori, N.D), known for her holistic approach to education and by John Dewey, presented by Jessica an American philosopher (Goinlock,2020).
 National Justice Museum (N.D) underlined that studying in the environment that its different to a random school day through sensory and visual experiences is beneficial for better understanding and it supports learning. In Reggio Emilia (Miller and Pound,2006), an Italian province, just after the second World War, Loris Malaguzzi; dedicated elementary school teacher, built upon his philosophy and experiences school on belief that children are powerful and capable individuals. In his school, environment is seen as an integral part of the learning process, where children communicate in hundreds of languages, such as whispering, paining, singing, or hugging. Reggio Emilia approach by its mission allows all learners, either auditory, kinaesthetic, or visual, to reach their full potential as they have an instinctive interest to explore and all their learning needs are being met (Edwards, Gandini, Forman, 1998). Secretary of the State of Education, in the United Kingdom, Nicky Morgan, have seen an importance of it to as in her writing Educational Excellence Everywhere (Department of Education,2016) she highlights that investing into British education by giving each child equal opportunities are a key to a further success of the whole country.
Mentioned before quite widely by Michelle, one of the key theorists of Child development, Lev Vygotsky, a Russian origin psychologist (Pond,2006), had a massive impact upon on an education. His findings leaded to better understanding of child learning process. Vygotsky partly agreed with Piaget, another psychologist who has been well known by his findings about the cognitive development, who stated that children actively construct their knowledge. However, in Vygotsky understanding, it could be achieved by not only interacting with the world but most importantly through social interactions and culture.  He believed that the culture that children live in have a major effect on their development. He also believed that children learn from the more knowledgeable other (MKO) (Pond,2006), where in this case, it could be either a child or a teacher to push a learning a bit further.  For example, by showing and introducing (scaffolding) different types of leaves and matching them with the trees and the day after going back and start naming them. This also gives straight visual feedback to a teacher about reaching the goal or not (Fiennes et al., 2015).
Education, and school itself plays an integral role when talking about socialisation or expanding cultural or thinking horizons. With the ongoing numbers of poverty presented by Social Metrix Commission (SMC) (2019), out of 14 million of citizens in the United Kingdom that are in poverty, 4.6 million are children. Those children might never have an opportunity to visit museum, cinema, zoo, or any nature reserve centres. School educational visits are vital in curriculum, and in children lives. Although, this must be planned.  In such an unknown setting each school must have in place policy allowing children to feel free, allowing parents to feel safe and staff to feel protected. And just like the American journalist said: ‘There has always been a need for common sense, anticipation, following advice and the protection of children from their own innate sense of adventure or obliviousness to dangers. These will go on being the hallmark of a professional approach to arranging and supervising visits. Life is not risk free, but if teachers plan carefully, manage realistically and are cautious with other people’s children, we should be able to continue to take youngsters “into the wild”.’ (Lloyd, 2003) The most recent Procedures and Guidance for Outdoor Education and School Off-site Visits can be found on the Welsh Government website (Welsh Government,2019), and each Primary or Comprehensive school should have in place implemented own guidance and policy available for staff, parents, pupils, or visitors.  
Estyn is a Welsh educational and training inspectorate making sure that quality and standards, mainly across the schools are being met. It has been established back in 1992 (Welsh Government, N.D). Estyn’s examiners are working independently across Wales to encourage, support and navigate schools into a right direction. Estyn on its website share the best practise they have come across and the new, although sometimes old theories, that schools are managing to implement. One of the examples related to our presentation can be an inspection back in March 2019 (Welsh Government, 2019), in co-educational independent boarding and day school for pupils from 7 to 18 years, located in Denbigh, North Wales. Inspectors in this school have noticed how using the outdoors helps developing life skills. Pupils participate in the learning through the outdoors programme for a whole day every other week as part of the curriculum timetable.  The programme focuses on personal development in a group setting within a challenging outdoor environment.  Example activities include mountain walking and navigation, expedition skills, climbing and abseiling, bushcraft, and water sports. Estyn’s report says, that: “all activities are co-educational, which shapes an attitude towards equality and inclusion, evidenced in participation levels and feedback from parents about the adventures in which their child has participated outside of school” (Welsh Government, N. D). The importance of using the outdoors in other Estyn’s reports is accordingly praised.
 
Conclusion:
Chosen by us Wetlands Centre in Llanelli is a beautiful place where exploring the world can be a wonderful experience and that is a crucial part of a childhood. Whether that is through climbing trees and collecting rocks, or leaves, looking for insects or just simply feeding birds. Learning occurs in every single activity and it refer to all the theories and theorists previously mentioned by us. And whether it is used to expand, either the language while learning about habitats of different species or mathematical skills while counting and checking the leaves shapes, or simply while exercising the imagination while going on a bug hunt, that and much more only supports and shape minds of a future adults and gives a straight evidence to the educators about achieving their learning outcomes.
Evidence, background, and examples presented here, in our presentation proves that context other than classroom supports learners and learning. We have managed to support our findings with needed knowledge and by own experiences. The balance its difficult to find but not impossible. The Government works hard to build a well-educated country, but sometimes what we all are looking for is just outside the window, perhaps is just the case of the opening them as, oi99kklike the Royal Society for the Protections of Birds (N.D) declares “Children need nature. Nature needs children”.
Thank you so much for listening. We hope you have enjoyed.
Power point presentation link:
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