                                                 Evaluation of Chapter Essay

This essay will first review and evaluate a chapter from B. G Trigger ‘s book Early Civilizations: Ancient Egypt in Context, City and Territorial States chapter. Then the essay will demonstrate how this chapter directly applies to Babylon which is the culture chosen specifically for this essay. Then followed by a conclusion at the end.
[bookmark: _GoBack]      The chapter discusses Triggers attempt to apply his thesis of cities having two distinctive types which are “territorial cities” and “city-states” (Trigger, 1995, p.8). According to Trigger territorial cities are applied to cultures such as Egypt or China (Trigger, 1995, p. 10). While city-states are applied to cities for instance, Mesopotamia, Aztecs and the Incas (Trigger, 1995, p.9). City-states, according to Trigger, have complex social structures, trade and craft production, immigration and imports and exports but are politically unstable (Trigger, 1995, p.9). While, territorial cities are the opposite they are much more isolated, desire to be conservative, do not interact much with outsiders (Trigger, 1995, p. 10). They also have complex political power and society but are not contingent on trade (Trigger, 1995, p.9). Trigger discusses how the communities lived and thrived as being a city state or territorial state to some extent (Trigger, 1995, p. 9). With intermarriages in the royal families being an important evidence base feature (Trigger, 1995, p.9). Trigger states there is no evidence for a number of his arguments but he specifically expresses this in regards to historical evidence of this existing, this is due to not having support for his assumptions (Trigger, 1995, p.9). This topic has a great deal of importance as it is illuminating when trying to piece together ancient peoples lives and society.
          The arguments presented in this chapter is not entirely convincing, this is due to the points raised which are intended to support his assumptions are vague and do not have any physical evidence to support them. The main argument, the main thesis of the chapter is that cities are either “territorial” or “city-states” which are his own terms that are not adequately explained. As a result of this it evokes the reader with a sense of unease and dread due to it being a term that is usually associated with animals which is a negative and unkind way of considering ancient peoples. The minor arguments are to do with how the people lived within these societies and the stability of that society. In addition, the main findings are incredibly vague, Trigger seems to loosely support how people lived in ancient times but has not formed findings centered around his main argument. Trigger does indicate the chapter’s own limitations as he mentions in some cases there is no evidence for the points he raises, also it is completely in his own opinion there are no supportive secondary scholarship included. However, this may be due to Trigger being born in the late 1930’s, perhaps he had old world views. 
Also, the evidence Trigger mentions are not specific, they do not include any specific locations, objects or texts, they only elude to them. So, this is not entirely appropriate or sufficient. The main issues are mainly to do with his choice of words and how Trigger attributes the cultures to his categories, he uses the term “territorial” for the first type of city which he has created (Trigger, 1995, p.8). Which is very odd and negatively encroaching word, the word “territorial” is normal associated with animals and sounds primitive so it implies the cultures are animalistic (Trigger, 1995, p. 8). In addition, “city-states” evokes the opposite, it seems more polite, more advanced, it evokes sophistication and elite-ness. The words are degrading in one way and overly embellished in other ways.
          The lack of evidence is another issue, nothing is supported. The questions that are raised are quite vague Trigger does not specifically mention anything relating to questions except for a few semi arguments for instance, architecture can convey aspects of a city. Cities have small centers and many farming villages and hamlets (Trigger, 1995, p. 9). That Mesopotamian people lived in urban centers, that all these cities supported craft production (Trigger, 1995, p. 9). Tigger believes Mesopotamian people had market places when architectural evidence supports buildings existing but cannot conclusively state their function (Trigger, 1995, p.9). Territorial cities had greater control by their strong political governments and city-states were lacking in this so deemed as unstable (Trigger, 1995, p. 9). Trigger also indicates Mesopotamia cities were harsher and imposed payments of tribute on smaller cities (Trigger, 1995, p. 10). These arguments are not very well addressed, they seem to be alluded to but offers no more information to clearly convey these points and provides no evidence supporting it. 
        Trigger seems to rely heavily on modern-ish 1900’s assumptions with the past, it is very opinions based, the text appears to be biased to attribute these assumptions and harsh associations with aspects of society. Trigger does not contradict himself to ascertain extent but this could be due to the points being vague and not supported by evidence. The text relates into some ways to other literature in a plain sense it is about origins of cities but has tried to apply his own method of categorizing of cultures which does not seem very plausible. 
          Some aspects of the points raised in the chapter do pertain to Babylon quite nicely and fits very well. For instance, the section about intermarriage in the royal families neighboring the cities (Trigger, 1995, p.9). Also, Babylon having urban centers (Trigger, 1995, p.9). The section about craft production applies to Babylon (Trigger, p. 9). The part about market places can pertain to Babylon (Trigger, 1995, p.9). The passage about politics does apply do Babylon especially in the periods before King Hammurabi ascended to the throne and create the greatest politics and society seen in Babylonian culture (Mark, Encyclopedia, 2011 & Trigger, 1995, p. 9).
      
In conclusion, despite the chapter’s issues, the points can be of value as a basis to start with and has valuable theoretical views on how cities are formed. However, there are limitations which may be due to the time period the author lived in. The arguments presented are quite interesting and important in trying to distinguish the various types of cities in the ancient world but the execution was not appropriate and affects the tone of the chapter. However, these points are integral in trying to understand ancient cities and how they are formed and cannot be avoided necessarily. Although it is a good avenue to begin with. 
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