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1.0 ONTOLOGY: What exists in the human world that we can acquire knowledge about?
————————————» «——— Relativism: multiple realities exist

<« Realism: one reality exists
1.1 Naiive realism 1.2 Structural realism 1.3 Critical 1.4 Bounded relativism 1.5 Relativism
Reality can be Reality is described by realism Mental constructions of reality are | Realities exist as multiple,
understood using scientific theory, but its Reality captured equal in space & time within intangible mental
appropriate underlying nature remains by broad critical boundaries (e.g., cultural, moral, constructions; no reality
methods uncertain examination cognitive) beyond subjects
2.0 EPISTEMOLOGY: How do we create knowledge?
2.1 Objectivism 2.2 Constructionism*

Meaning created from interplay between the
subject & object: subject constructs reality of
object

Meaning exists within an object: an objective
reality exists in an object independent of the
subject

3.0 THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE: What is the philosophical orientation of the researcher that guides their action/research?
Knowledge acquisition is deductive, ‘value-free’, generalizable «+——— Knowledge acquisition is inductive, value-laden, contextually unique
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3.1 Positivism
Natural science methods (posit, observe,
derive logical truths) can be applied to the
social sciences
3.2 Post-positivism
Multiple methods are necessary to identify a
valid belief because all methods are imperfect

3.3 Structuralism The source of meaning comes from the formal structure found in language & can apply to all aspects of human culture
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Application: to understand

3.4 (Social) Constructivism Meaning making of reality is an activity of the individual mind

3.5 Interpretivism Natural science methods cannot apply to social science; interpretations
of reality are culturally derived & historically situated
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3.5a Hermeneutics 3.5b Phenomenology 3.5¢c Symbolic interactionism
Hidden meaning (of language) exists in The essence of human experience of The researcher must take the position of
texts, practices, events & situations, phenomena is only understood when the those researched (interaction) by sharing
beneath apparent ones researcher separates their own experiences language & other tools (symbols)

Application: to emancipate or liberate

3.6 Critical theory Research & theory should be used to change situations (focuses on
power relations, critiques assumptions & evolves)

Application: to deconstruct
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3.6a Emancipatory 3.6b Advocacy or
The subjects of social participatory The world is patriarchal &
inquiry should be Palitics & political agendas the culture it inherits is
empowered should be accounted for masculine

Application: any or all





