


Kaunert et al (2019) suggests that the European Union defined Terrorism by creating an Act which is called Framework Decisions on Combating Terrorism 2002. The purpose of the Act is to outline the severity of terrorism. Therefore, when serious offences against a person or property. This means that the damage a country or an organization faces. Furthermore, it also means seriously trying to intimidate a population or attempting to destroy the structure of the country Government. The UK definition is very similar to the European Union. According to the Crown Prosecution (2017) the UK Act that is in place is the Terrorism Act 200. The purpose of the Act is to outline the meaning of Terrorism. This means that when a serious act or threat of violence to a person life or damage to property. This is done by attempting to influence or intimidate the Government or the public, by forcing political views and beliefs. Whereas, in the United States there is no clear definition for Terrorism. The FBI Government states that the meaning of Terrorism is to use unlawful force or violence against a person or property. This is done to try and intimidate or coerce people or the Government. One key similarity is the fact that they all focus on the threat and violence against a person or property. However, both Eu and UK focus on the extent of the damage and the serious threat to life. Whereas the U.S focuses on the fact that Government and people can be persuaded to make decision through coercion. 
One of the most significant member of Islamic State group was Abu Musab al- Zarqawi. Muir (2017) suggests that in his early life he was roped into drug and sexual offences. This promoted him to then be sent to classes in the Mosque. This is where Zarqawi found his love for religion. This then meant he went to Pakistan to join the Jihad in Afghanistan. In 1999 Zarqawi met the two Al Qaeda leaders Bin Ladin and Ayman al- Zawahiri. They both believed that Zarqawi had strong harsh views. However, this then led to him overseeing a camp in Herat. This then meant that in the early 2000s Zarqawi formed his ideological views which enabled him to write scriptures. The ideology behind Islamic State is to follow the Salafism movement. Meijer (2014) implies that the meaning of the Salafism movement is to appeal to Muslims who believe that through Salafism they gain the direct truth. Therefore, they follow the knowledge directly come from past generations that were living closest to the Prophet Muhammad. This is because their knowledge is pure Islam. This has motivated the Islamic state and strengthened their beliefs. The Islamic state are known for torturing and brutally killing innocent people and civilians. The reason they have adopted this approach is from a man called Abdullah al- Muhajir. Townsend (2018) suggest that the Jahid manual behind the methods in which to inflict pain and terror has stemmed from a manual. This manual is used by the Islamic state as a guidance how they should conduct themselves. In the text the acts are written and explained in great depth. These include mutilation of corpses, trading human organs, beheading, killing children and terrorist attacks. The purpose of the book was to justify the use of weapons, mass destruction, genocide, murder of non-combatants, sex slaves and hostages. Therefore, stating that carrying out these acts are acceptable and would help the cause. Also, in the manual it implies that anyone who doesn’t follow their beliefs that they are deemed unworthy to be on earth. Therefore, it is deemed acceptable to use force against them to cleanse them from the earth and make the world a better place.  Throughout the manual they make references to the Qur’an and the Islamic teaching to justify their actions. This is how the terrorist group Islamic state had become so known globally which resulted in awful terrorist attacks. 
The Islamic state is a threat to every country in the globe this is because they have a huge social media presence and without realising people are being radicalized. Bengini (2017) et al; suggests that the Islamic State has an effective social media campaign. This is because the Islamic State can continue to spread their message through propaganda which is retweeted by people and supports their ideological views. This means people are then supporting the cause and sympathize with it. Many social media platforms such as Twitter and YouTube are used to communicate and share extremist’s views. Several people use these platforms especially Jihadists as an opportunity to call for people to join the fight. They promise heaven to those who answer.  This approach has been used to motivate foreign fighters to join ISIS in Syria and Northern Iraq. Online radicalisation plays a massive part in influencing people and altering their mindset. The meaning of this is when a group or individual share extremist’s viewpoints and ideas online. Usually, the fighters who are part ISIS are from the Middle East or North Africa. However, their social media following has grown which has prompted an increase in attacks especially lone wolf attacks. This has impacted the entire globe especially countries such as France, United States, and the United Kingdom. Although they focus on ensuring that their message and purpose is heard they also target and look for individual who can be easily manipulated. This means that they look for people they can easily mould. Speckhard (2017) et al; suggests that ISIS social media strategy is to not only influence but also rivals and journalist. Their intentions is to draw attention and to increase their reach through social media and networking sites rather than the dark web. This means that they want people to research and be intrigued and looking for links to ISIS. However, this is very worrying and threatening to the UK as many people have access to online resources. Looking at online behaviour and offline behaviour this can encourage the support for violent extremism. Therefore, ISIS ideology has now progressed onto to the grooming process. For example, a 13-year-old or over being exposed to the internet for the first time may engage in extremists’ activity.  These platforms enable young people form ideas which could lead to forming relationships with terrorists. Therefore, recruiters can lure then along to terrorist pathways. Typically, ISIS target people who vulnerable and cannot see the danger. This means that ISIS know who target especially a person who just want to feel included and worthwhile. How ISIS do this is by paying the person a lot of attention to that person. This would make the person feel valued and appreciated. The person would then feel that these extremist’s views are normal and are acceptable in society. 
Shemima Begum is an example of online grooming she was a British Citizen before she joined ISIS. This is a massive threat and worry for the UK. Jackson (2021) Shemima Begum was 15-year-old when she joined the Islamic State group in Syria. There were also two other girls who also left the UK along with Shemima. There, she married a Dutch recruit and followed ISIS. Rule. After appearing in 2015 report supporting the Islamic state ideology where this then led to her British Citizenship to be revoked by Sajid Javid. This is because there was concern on National security grounds. In 2019 she was found pregnant in a Syrian refugee camp pleading for help. Shemima Begum has offered to help the UK tackle the fight against terrorism and ISIS. There is concern as previously Shemima Begum outlook on the 2017 Manchester arena attack which killed 22 innocent people including children was a retaliation attack. The reason for this terrorist attack was because of a military airstrike which killed ISIS people. This makes it extremely hard for anyone to see Shemima Begum with pure intentions. Especially as in reports she claims she did not understand the full extent to what she was joining. Shemima also claimed to not realising how heavily involved She would be with ISIS. However, she left the UK off her on her own accord to join the ISIS group and engaged with terrorist activities and extremist materials. Therefore, this indicates that she would be a serious threat to the UK due to the power and knowledge she has.   
The fact that people can be so easily radicalised is a massive threat to the UK in recent years several attacks have happened which terrorism has risen.  This is because of lone wolf attacks. Ganor (2021) suggests that the meaning of “lone wolf attacks” is when a single individual carries out an attack they have planned. This means and individual carrying out mass murder in a public setting. This is extremely concerning as someone privately planning to carry out such violent activity can be extremely dangerous. Unless there is intelligence to suggest that they are a threat you would not know. This is a massive issue for the UK as it would be extremely difficult for the police to prevent and stop the attack from happening. 
An example of a Lone wolf attack is Adrian Russell Elm. Casciani (2017) states in the report that Adrian converted to Islam. Once he became an adult, he changed his birth name legally to Khalid Masood. Growing he had a good upbringing, and both parents and two brothers. Masood very first incident was at 14 years old when he was caught shoplifting which resulted in him only having a caution. Furthermore, the entire family knew that Masood had the tendency to be violent and aggressive which transpired into his adult life. Throughout his entire adulthood life Masood was always involved in altercations and these include fighting, knife attack and attempted murder. Another fact is the fact that Masood married three times which is another example that he was very aggressive and would always behave violent. It was also very clear that Masood was very controlling as he would have certain rules in place. These include what the wife was allowed to watch, wear, and who she could see. In addition, it was also known that he enforces his extremist views. During his newfound faith Islam Masood had exposed himself to extremist propaganda from a terrorist network.  In an inquest it reported that Masood had moved to Crawley where he became involved in violence yet again. This is where he met two terrorist which did carry out attacks. The first man was Waheed Masood which in 2007 he was sentenced to life in prison. This is because of his part in the UK first largest bomb plot. The second man was Waheed Majeed who was the first suicide bomber from the UK in the Syrian civil war. The fact Masood was so close to these terrorists just shows how dangerous he was to the UK. Masood then began traveling back and forth to Saudi Arabia his first trip was in 2005 where he decided he would start teaching English. In 2006 Masood returned to the UK but continued to go back and forth to Saudi Arabia before finally settling in Luton with his wife. This was to settle as he attempted to teach foreign exchange students English. However, this did not last long, and Masood had moved to Birmingham. At the time of the attack him and his wife had become estranged, and the relationship was not stable. This is because Masood began speaking about the Islamic State terrorist group. In late 2016 Masood attempted to return Saudi Arabia however, his Visa got rejected this angered him and led to his viscous attack in 2017.  Siddique (2018) stated that Masood had hired a car which he then ran into pedestrians on Westminster Bridge killing four people in total. Also meant that 29 other people had been injured before Masood crashed the vehicle outside Parliament. This then resulted PC Keith Palmer being stabbed to death by Masood. Therefore, given his extensive history and links to terrorist activity it is very concerning that Masood was not under surveillance or investigation.
Given the terrorist attacks the UK has endured have been horrific and far too many lives have been lost.  The realisation that legislation needs to be reconsidered is crucial especially as public safety is in question. This has resulted in legislation and policies to be introduced. The Government (2018) has a counter terrorism Strategy in place to help aim reduce the risk from terrorism happening. The strategy has been divided into four elements with the first being Pursue. This is to investigate and disrupt terrorist attacks. The second is Prevent which is to focus on safeguarding people from radicalisation or extremism. The third part is to Protect this means improving security. This will help stop future attacks from happening. Lastly Prepare is important as this will help minimise the impact an attack can have. This is because being able to recover as quickly as possible. Therefore, having this strategy is vital as minimising loss of life and protecting the public is key. 
Another key piece of legislation is the longer jail term and stricter monitoring. The Government (2021) states that the biggest change will be tougher terror laws this is because it will enable the courts, police, and security services to have greater powers. The change includes increasing the minimum number of years to be served is 14 years. The person must also be on licence for 25 years. Furthermore, there will no longer be a possibility of early release they must serve the minimum term they’ve been given. The reason for the change is to ensure that people who are a danger to the public are locked away. Furthermore, the change in legislation has also widened the offences that can be classed as terror. These include possession of firearms or weapons with the links to terrorism. This crack down with tougher punishments is vital. Lastly to the tools and resources available to tackle Counter terrorism needs to be bettered. This can be done by allowing the policing and security services better access to information. This will enable them to apply for a serious crime prevention order in terrorism. Therefore, registered terrorist offenders must report any change in location or planned trips abroad. This is important has if the person fails to comply, they have breached their agreement and will result in going back to prison. This enables the police monitor any suspicious activity. 
To conclude after researching it is very clear that the key issue is the online access people can have from all ages. The fact that so many social media platforms allow the possibility of extremist activity to be carried out is worrying. This is has happened as sharing extremist views and propaganda have been released online which has enabled people to read. Online grooming has been a massive issue for the UK for years and terrorist target vulnerable people who can easily be manipulated. This is extremely worrying as people cannot be watched all hours of the day. The threat level in the UK is considerably high especially as far more lone wolf attacks have happened in recent years. This makes it hard for police to be able to predict when an attack will take place unless people report an issue so the police can be aware. Many attacks that have happened there have been many red flags and cause for concerns. Therefore, the change in legislation is necessary. This is because there have been one to many opportunities where certain individuals should have been caught far sooner and not been able to carry out such awful actions. The fact that legislation has been adjusted means that the UK have a harsher and much stricter outlook on terrorism.  
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