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Prepositions

 Relate one thing to another

 *Katharina is in front of the table.



Prepositions

 Relate one thing to another

 *Katharina is in front of the table.

 prepositions governs the noun which follows

 p. very difficult to translate from one 
language into another – idiosyncratic (unusual 
behaviour)

 German unter = under, beneath, among, 
between



How did we experience prepositions so far?



Offering Formula: introduction recipient





Xnt(j) sH-nTr pr.t-xrw n
Who is in front of his divine booth / god’s booth, 

a voice offering for 



Offering Formula: recipient (titles)



Prepositions in ME

 3 different forms of prepositions, depending 
how they are used

◼ Primary prepositions 

 single word 

 17 different prepositions

◼ Compound prepositions 

 several words

 Large number

◼ Other: n + adjectival predicate, prepositional 
nisbes



Primary prepositions 



Primary prepositions 



Primary prepositions 



Offering Formula: introduction recipient



Primary prepositions 



Primary prepositions 



Primary prepositions 
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Primary prepositions 



Compound prepositions

 Large number see English – alongside (along + side)

 Always contain at least one primary preposition

 Formed in 3 ways

◼ Preposition plus noun / noun phrase

 m HAt in front of

 r HAt to the front of

 Xr HAt at the front of

◼ Preposition plus infinitive / infinitival phrase (verbal form – to 
learn / learning)

 r DbA in exchange for, instead of



Compound prepositions

 Formed in 3 ways

◼ Adverb / adverbial phrase plus preposition

 Hrw r apart from, in addition to, as well as (Lit. apart in 

respect to) 

 Meaning – clear from components

 When using dictionary – translation found under main 
component

◼ Xr HAt
◼ Hrw r



Compound prepositions

 Formed in 3 ways

◼ Adverb / adverbial phrase plus preposition

 Hrw r apart from, in addition to, as well as (Lit. apart in 

respect to) 

 Meaning – clear from components

 When using dictionary – translation found under main 
component

◼ Xr HAt under HAt
◼ Hrw r under Hrw



The object of prepositions
 Each preposition governs a noun / pronoun / noun 

phrase – called object of preposition

 Primary prepositions – no specific form for 
following noun / noun phrase / pronoun

◼ When pronoun = suffix xft=j (before me – spatial); 
Hr=f (on him) 

◼ jn (by); mj (like) not used with suffix

 jn bound into verbal form – passive

 mj – noun likeness used instead: mjtw or mjtj –
then added suffix mjtw=j
◼ Eloquent Peasant B1, 314 sxtj mjtw=j a peasant like me (lit: a 

peasant, my likeness)





Special case: preposition n + adjectival 
predicate

 n to, for

 Used in adjectival sentences as predicate with 
no subject

 nfr n=tn It is good for you.

lit: good for you is

◼ English – requires subject grammatically, but 
does not carry meaning

◼ Egyptian – as it does not have meaning - omitted



Prepositional nisbe

 Similar to adjectival nisbes

◼ Noun plus ending (m. –j; f. – t) 

 njw.t town→ njwtj / njwtt local



Offering Formula: recipient (titles)



mr [jmj-rA] – the overseer

 Is a so-called prepositional nisbe

 Prepositions are words used to relate one 
thing to another – e.g. in the house

◼ More on prepositions later

 One preposition is m





mr [jmj-rA] – the overseer

 Is a so-called prepositional nisbe

 Nisbe: grammatical form/procedure to make 
adjectives out of prepositions



Xnt(j) sH-nTr pr.t-xrw n
Who is in front of his divine booth / god’s booth, 

a voice offering for 



Prepositional nisbe

 Similar to adjectival nisbes

◼ Noun plus ending (m. –j; f. – t) 

 njw.t town→ njwtj / njwtt local

 Same procedure for most primary prepositions



Prepositional nisbe



Prepositional nisbe – usage 

 Usage:

◼ Modify noun / noun phrase: 

 a.t Hr.t an upper room (lit. a room which is on top / upper)

 Hr.t nb.t every upper one

◼ Used as noun (especially in titles):

 Jmj-rA overseer

 Jrj-A.t room keeper (lit.: the one in relation to a room)

 Xrj-H(A)b lector priest (lit.: the one who is under the festival scroll)

◼ Special use Xrj referring to a place

 Xrj nTr the place where the god is (lit. that which is under the god) = 
necropolis

 Often connected with bw – bw Xr(j)=f  the place where he is (lit.: the 
place under him)



Prepositional phrases as modifiers

 English: gods in the sky

 Egyptian: only as nisbe

◼ the gods in the sky = nTr.w jmjw p.t and NOT *nTr.w m p.t
◼ Most frequently used – m 

 bAk jm – the worker therein = idiom: yours truly, your humble servant

 wa jm nb – every one of them

◼ n – genitival adjective n(j) sA n(j) s can be expressed with 
preposition n + Suffix + nisbe jm(j)



Adverbs
 Phrases which indicate if something happens / is true

◼ Where

◼ When

◼ Why

◼ How
 *I teach you here and not in the UK.

 Can also be used with prepositional phrases.
◼ *I teach you in this room and not in 313.

 Can modify adjectives, preposition, other adverbs, verbs

 Can be single words (moderately) or longer phrases 
(almost always)

 Most = prepositional phrase used as adverb – in this room



Adverbs

 Primary adverbs (used exclusively as adverbs)

◼ aA – here

◼ rsj – entirely / at all

◼ grw – also / further / any more

 Interrogative adverb

◼ Tnj where? – only used in questions

◼ Preposition + adverb

 mj mj / mj jx how? (like what?)

 Hr mj / r mj why? (because of what? In respect of what?)

 sj (pronoun) + noun of time when?→ sj nw (which moment)



Adverbs

 Other adverbs

◼ Formed from adjectives

 Can look the same 

◼ aSA often (from aSA many)

◼ wr much (from wr great)

◼ nfr well (from nfr good)

 Receives ending –w (can fall out as weak consonant!)

◼ aA.w greatly (from aA big)

 Receives ending –t

◼ wr.t very (from wr great)

 Preposition with feminine adjective

◼ r aA.t greatly (with respect to what is great)



Uses of adverbs

 Modify prepositions → Precede them

 Modify adjectives / adverbs → follow they 
word they modify (explain)

 Do not modify nouns 

◼ Exception jm(j)
 n – genitival adjective n(j) sA n(j) s can be expressed 

with preposition n + Suffix + nisbe jm(j)



Comparative and superlative adverbs

 English – possible to form  C and S of 
adverbs

◼ Beautifully – more beautifully – most beautifully

 Also possible in Middle Egyptian

◼ However, just like adjectives, there is no specific 
indicator (form), depending mostly on context

◼ Rare cases: use of r (as with adjectives)

 nfr r jx.t nb.t – lit.: beautifully in respect to everything 
= more beautifully than anything



Numbers

 Decimal system

 Used numerals (numerical symbols) instead of spelling 
the word for the number

 Usage different to English  - six numerals in repetition



How much is that?

◼ 3x 100,000

◼ 4x 10,000

◼ 2x1,000

◼ 2x100

◼ 2x10

◼ 3x1

◼ = 342,223



 As only the 
numerals 
are known 
and not the 
number 
word, we 
need to 
reconstruct 
the latter 
from 
Coptic



Ordinal numbers
 Numerical order in series

 In English – the fourth indicated by ending –th

 ME: special word for first, then root of cardinal number 
+ -nw / -nw.t

 First – tpj / tpt



Usage of numbers

 Cardinal numbers behave like nouns

 Ordinal numbers either behave like nouns/noun 
phrases or follow noun like other adjectives

 wa / wa.t (one) and xA (1000) / HH (1,000,000) can 
be used before noun

 wa / wa.t (one) used in spoken language (speech 
patterns in texts) to express indefinite article

◼ wa n qAqAw
a boat (= one of a boat)



Special use

 Fractions

 Weights and measurements

 Volume

 Dates

 Calenders
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