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THE COMMONWEALTH GAMES IN BIRMINGHAM

Witness "Games for Everyone"' is the motto of the 2022 Commonwealth Games.
It is officially known as the XXII Commonwealth Games and is commonly known as Birmingham 2022. This is the 3rd time England has hosted the Games, after London in 1934 and Manchester in 2002.
In July and August 2022, Birmingham is hosting the 22nd
Commonwealth Games, the biggest multi-sport event in the West Midlands and England since the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
Thousands of world-class athletes and 14,000 volunteers 'Team Commonwealth/ - are the unsung heroes recognized as one of the key successes of these games, cheered on by around 1.5 million spectators.
Despite the difficulties caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, more than 50,000 people were kept in work and training under the plan to host the games.
"To achieve these results, we have implemented unprecedented approaches to help overcome and deliver what is recognized as the best volunteering program in Commonwealth Games history," said the Director of
Volunteers and Workforce for the Games at Commonwealth, Andrew Newman.
It is a way to communicate between different communities, to develop better services, better use of resources and to promote more productive and positive relationships between communities, members and community organisations. The host city's community engagement plan must be developed and supported to achieve campaign goals.
Filled with references to the history and culture of the host city, the two-and-a-half-hour opening ceremony marked the start of Britain's biggest multi-sport event since the London Olympics.
Preparations for the ceremony took 18 months.
The main idea of this event, as well as the whole organization around it, was: Strengthening the ties between communities in the region, bringing people together at these festivals, as part of the Commonwealth Collective - a volunteer program.
Residents from across the region in all communities get to know their neighbours, embrace their differences and enjoy their similarities.
Apart from the Commonwealth Games, this year marks the Queen's Jubilee, 60 years since Jamaica's independence, 75 years since the partition of India, which has been part of the pride of the United Kingdom for 50 years. These events are closely related and cannot be celebrated without each other. While organizers are hailing their work as a huge success, a report has emerged that presents another perspective on the Birmingham Games event.
Birmingham City Council accepted the critical report on the grounds that they share a strong commitment to equality, diversity and acceptance of difference and will implement a strategy to tackle inequalities.
Ian Reid, chief executive of Birmingham 2022, said: "We have a proactive and comprehensive program of engagement with local communities and through this dialogue we have realized that there are areas where we still need to work to achieve our targets to achieve improvements. Organizers of the 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham have left diverse communities feeling "largely ignored" and failed to engage them in a meaningful way, according to the report. commissioned
Became the foundation of the programme and epitomised Maya Angelou's quote which was the bedrock value of everyone's efforts.
"People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel."
The Birmingham Race Impact Group (BRIG) a group of race equality specialists and consultants to assess the Games in a number of areas including: legacy, community engagement and public procurement.
In all areas, games are rated red (urgent action required) and amber (work required). The report highlights the views of the communities that there is a need for an approach to engage the different ethnic groups in the city.
Issues identified as specific include: "Schools that focus heavily on photo opportunities and flag-waving, 'similar to traditional slavery opportunities for minority groups.' The Birmingham 2022 organizing committee sought to refute some of the claims in the report. It highlights the hard work to ensure that the benefits [of the Games] are available to everyone in the region. They are proud that the engaged workforce reflects the diversity of the West Midlands. Although they disagree with the conclusions, Birmingham councillors value BRIG's input and are committed to considering their recommendations to maximize any opportunity to educate future generations in respect for the culture and traditions of the Birmingham Games and their national identity.

REFERENCES
1 . The Guardian / news website of the year/, Jessica
Murray Midlands correspondent, Wed 25 May 2022 01.00
EDT, "Birmingham communities feel l ignore l led l by Commonwealth Games bosses",
2. Birmingham East side, Tom Fair , January 13 2021, art "Commonwealth Games 2022",
3. Birmingham Live, BY JONATHAN WALKER, 1 1:02, 21 JAN 2021, "Birmingham Commonwealth Games threatened by Covid and poor management, claims former board member",
4. Commonwealth Sport, media release for immediate release on 8 August 2022, Tom Degun, "History making Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games a catalyst for positive change",
5. The Community Newsletter, Mon 31 Jan 2022, Birmingham,
6. The Community Newsletter, on Fri 4 Feb 2022
