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	Module Code
	

	Title
	The Book, the Body, and the World: Renaissance Humanism, Medicine, and Exploration

	Date
	03/07/2022
	Level
	5
	Credits
	20

	Pre-Requisites
	




AIM(S)
· To provide students with the opportunity to study the world of Renaissance humanism, its relationship with the classical past and its various developments across Europe from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century; and to examine a range of the works written by Renaissance humanists in the fields of education, literature, philosophy, anatomy, medicine, and geographical discovery.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· demonstrate a secure knowledge and historical understanding of Renaissance humanism: its various branches into fields of knowledge, theory and practice (specifically classical scholarship, education, poetry, philosophy, medicine, and geography); some of its more prominent practitioners and proponents; its various developments across a range of European countries; and its changes and continuities from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century.

· demonstrate a critical understanding of a range of Renaissance humanist texts from several disciplines, and of topics intrinsic to their understanding.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Renaissance humanism from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century, in Italy, France, England, Germany, and the Low Countries. Initially the module will focus on humanism as a scholarly and educational field: the rediscovery of Greek classical texts in manuscript, philological scholarship, and the impact of the printing press and book collection and circulation, together with the humanistic transformation of education, studia humanitatis, the revival of classical learning, Hellenism and the Greek language, and the new emphasis on grammar, rhetoric, and eloquence. Humanism was highly literary and one of the earliest and most influential Italian humanists, Francesco Petrarca (Petrarch) was a poet and scholar. Students will also typically study the work of English humanist Roger Ascham, on education, and Francis Bacon’s The Advancement of Learning.

· Through humanism the Renaissance witnessed a transformation of medieval philosophy, especially in the areas of politics and civility, religion and theology, ethics and morality, the human being and the natural world. Among the philosophical authors that students will typically study are Marsilio Ficino, Pico della Mirandola, Michel de Montaigne, Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam, and Thomas More.

· The late-fifteenth century humanist and Hellenist revival of classical Greek anatomical and medical terminology and theory gave rise to a revival of anatomy, private and public dissection, and the publication in the sixteenth century of illustrated anatomy textbooks, most notably Andreas Vesalius’ De humani corporis fabrica libri septem. Anatomy gave rise to a new genre and method of handling a variety of subjects, the most encyclopaedic of English examples being Robert Burton’s The Anatomy of Melancholy. Learned medicine also features prominently, with social and religious satire, in work of the French humanist physician François Rabelais.

· Renaissance humanist philosophy and medicine held the view that the human being was a microcosm which reflected all in the cosmos (the macrocosm) and the terrestrial globe (the geocosm), and the module’s last area of study will typically be geographical exploration and the humanist attempt to make it useful, reputable, and serve the national interest. The focus will likely be on the English exploration and colonisation of ‘Virginia’, and the records of the Virginia Company of London. Prominent among the authors studied are likely to be Richard Hakluyt and Samuel Purchas.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Written gobbet test
	1,250 words
	25%




Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Bibliographical exercise
	1,250 words
	25%





Assessment Component 3
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2,500 words
	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST

· Essential Reading: It is expected that the majority will contain no more than 7 items; however there will be instances where no more than 2 items is appropriate. The absolute maximum number of items to be included as essential on a reading list is up to 15 items.
· Further Reading: The absolute maximum number of items to be included as further reading on a reading list is up to 25 items, plus digitised chapters / articles as appropriate and within Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) guidelines.

	Module Code
	

	Module Title
	Error and Sweet Violence: Shakespeare and Renaissance Comedy and Tragedy

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Renaissance Humanism: An Anthology of Sources. Ed. & trans. Margaret L. King. Indianapolis, Indiana: Hackett, 2014.
	☐


	Essential
	Petrarch, F. Selections from the Canzoniere and Other Works, ed. Mark Musa. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008
	☐


	Essential
	Bacon, Francis, The Advancement of Learning, ed. Stephen Jay Gould. New York: Random House, 2001
[or another edition available online from ProQuest Ebook Central, via the UWTSD Library Catalogue]
	☒


	Essential
	Montaigne, Michel de, The Complete Essays, trans. M.A. Screech. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2004
[or another edition available online from www.gutenburg.org]
	☒


	Essential
	Burton, Robert, The Anatomy of Melancholy, ed. Angus Gowland. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2018.
	☐


	Essential
	François Rabelais, Gargantua and Pantagruel, trans. M.A. Screech. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2006.
	☐


	Essential
	A selection of texts relating to the English colony in Virginia, made available by Early English Books Online
	☒


	Further
	Nauert, Charles G., Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe. 2nd edn. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006.
	☐


	Further
	Eisenstein, Elizabeth L., The Printing Press as an Agent of Change: Communications and Cultural Transformations in Early-Modern Europe, 2 vols. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979
	☐


	Further
	Cunningham, Andrew, The Anatomical Renaissance: The Resurrection of the Anatomical Projects of the Ancients. Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1997
	☐


	Further
	Andreas Vesalius, De humani corporis fabrica libri septem. Basel: Oporinus, 1543.
	☒


	Further
	French, Roger, Ancients and Moderns in the Medical Sciences: From Hippocrates to Harvey, Variorum Collected Studies series, CS685. Aldershot and Brookfield, VT: Ashgate, 2000
	☐


	Further
	Sawday, Jonathan, ‘The Fate of Marsyas: Dissecting the Renaissance Body’, in Renaissance Bodies: The Human Figure in English Culture c. 1540-1660, ed. by Lucy Gent and Nigel Llewellyn, Critical Views series. London: Reaktion Books, 1990; repr. 1995, pp. 111-35 and 260-64
	☐


	Further
	Cassirer, Kristeller, Randall, Kristeller, Paul Oskar, and Randall, John Herman. The Renaissance Philosophy of Man : Selections in Translation. Pbk. ed. Chicago ; London: U of Chicago, 1956.
	☐

	Further
	Norford, Don Parry, ‘Microcosm and Macrocosm in Seventeenth-Century Literature’, Journal of the History of Ideas, 38 (1977), 409-28
	☐


	Further
	Gowland, Angus. The Worlds of Renaissance Melancholy : Robert Burton in Context. Cambridge ; New York: Cambridge UP, 2006
	☐

	Further
	Hankins, James. Re-Envisioning Christian Humanism. Oxford UP, 2016
	☐

	Further
	Kraye, Jill. The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996.
	☐

	Further
	Seigel, Jerrold E. Rhetoric and Philosophy in Renaissance Humanism : The Union of Eloquence and Wisdom, Petrarch to Valla. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton UP, 1968.
	☐

	Further
	Celenza, Christopher S. Petrarch: Everywhere a Wanderer. Reaktion, 2018
	☐


	Further
	Zak, Gur. Petrarch’s Humanism and the Care of the Self. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014
	☒


	
Further
	Hunter, J.C. , Renaissance Literature: An Anthology of Poetry and Prose Oxford: Blackwell, 2009.
	☐

	Further
	Fitzmaurice, Andrew, Humanism and America: An Intellectual History of English Colonisation, 1500-1625. Cambridge University Press, 2003
	☒


	Further
	Pagden, Anthony, European Encounters with the New World: From Renaissance to Romanticism. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1993.
	☐


	Further
	Davies, Surekha, Renaissance Ethnography and the Invention of the Human: New Worlds, Maps and Monsters. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016.
	☐







