A Comparative Analysis of St Fagans, Carmarthen Musuem and Strata Florida Abbey
The trips that we took to St Fagans, Carmarthen Musuem and Strata Florida were very informative and culturally rich, and so they gave us a lot of opportunities to investigate the way Welsh culture and identity is represented in different ways. Though each of the sites' aim is to give the general public a look into the past and preserve the knowledge of Wales as a country and how it has developed, they do this in varying ways. The approaches to accessibility, authenticity, and historical interpretations are very different from each other. St Fagans shows a smorgasbord of buildings and artefacts from various time periods that show us life in Wales through mostly architecture that has been taken from real sites of Welsh culture. The Carmarthen Museum is a more traditional museum, with each room having different exhibits and artefacts from throughout time, and Strata Florida is an actual site of a ruined Welsh Abbey that was a central part of Welsh heritage and represents our independence. They present Welsh history as very focused on religion, as the grandeur of the Abbey itself would have suggested in its prime. 

St Fagans gave us a wide view of Welsh history through its reconstructed buildings and inside gallery exhibitions that show us changes to everyday life over time. The most interesting exhibit that I found demonstrated this perfectly was the terraced houses that showed the difference of the same house in different decades. The representation of the site allowed us to see changing gender roles, through the Women's Institute, as well as the essential role of religion throughout Welsh history. The older buildings and the Iron-Age roundhouses displayed just how survival-oriented life used to be (2) with no means of entertainment as they were only made to survive, hugely contrasting with the future. St Fagans was also the only one of the three trips which had more of a modern exhibit (3), that showed records from the 1980s, interestingly at the beginning of the gallery. Although, the buildings weren't arranged in any sort of chronological order, which made it difficult to make a timeline to see the change of Welsh history over time. The Carmarthen Museum took a slightly different approach with the exhibitions in a more condensed area, with a much easier to follow layout that showed Wales in each different period, as well as other exhibits of special items and artefacts (4), as we see a special display of old farming tools here. We also see a Victorian Dress replica which was in a room full of Victorian clothing, showing how the museum was arranged in a coherent manner (5). There was generally a lot more information to be found at each of the displays than St Fagans. Strata Florida, on the other hand, portrayed history through the remains that it held there. Though there were fewer signs which made gaining information, it gave an idea of the historical significance of religion and how central it was to society. I found that with Strata Florida, the site was a little less ideal for gaining information, as without a lecturer there to explain it would have been rather difficult, but rather for just absorbing the idea of the Welsh history that occurred there. Whilst the archway remains there, without any sort of guide, I wouldn't really understand how it came to be the last thing standing or why it is so ornately covered in Celtic designs (7). 

The idea of authenticity and preservation was a concern in each of the sites, most particularly in St Fagans and Strata Florida. St Fagans' authenticity came into question almost immediately for me as you can see that the buildings and artefacts have been taken from where they originally came from, such as this church (1), as well as the original Welsh Princes graves from Strata Florida (9), which made me question whether bringing these pieces of Welsh culture away from their place of origin makes them inauthentic and whether that is morally correct. I also had this issue in Strata Florida but for the reason that the site is covered in concrete that keeps it standing and also safe for visitors. My lecturer pointed this out and after he did, I started noticing that almost all of the walls of the site were held up with concrete (8). Seeing this, I began to question whether the site should be preserved if it is necessary to fill it with concrete just to keep the ruined walls standing. I didn't find this issue as pressing with Carmarthen Museum as the artefacts and exhibits seemed authentic, and it was displayed on signage what was real and what was a replica. However, I did discover a moral issue with the taxidermy animal exhibit, which seemed to show an overwhelming theme of violence, for example this fox is shown hunting some kind of bird (6). Some might take this exhibit as not demonstrating any kind of Welsh past, but instead just humans' control over nature, using animals' deaths as trophies. I would say this calls into question the morals of the Museum in relation to this exhibit and whether it is appropriate any longer. 

Overall, all three visits showed a different approach to displaying and taking care of Welsh heritage. Whilst St Fagans offered a more involved experience, showing the buildings to scale and real artefacts, their morals and authenticity are often called into question. Carmarthen Museum, albeit a lot smaller, offered a more compact and cohesive set of displays that showed a better timeline of Welsh history, with the exception of the taxidermy exhibit. Finally, Strata Florida showed us Welsh heritage from the source and gave an idea of the magnificence that Welsh architecture was able to achieve so long ago, although the information and the amount of signage I found was lacking. 
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