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Traditional Chinese Folk culture with TaiSui star deity ---Jupiter’s calender myth
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According to the Taoist note: TaiSui star deities are the rulership and on duty for 60 years, and is commanded by Dou Lao Tianzun, who examines the good and evil of the world, by the same time is responsible for the misfortunes of each person’s life. Each person is guarded by his or her own TaiSui star deity.

Every year, at the beginning of the Chinese traditional spring festival, Chinese people around the world worship the yearly deity TaiSui . This includes traditional Taoism rituals as well as folklore celebrations, while forming an industry chain of derivative products which become active in the public eyes. The research focus on the influence of Jupiter's traditional myth of TaiSui on Chinese folk culture.

 The astronomical origin of TaiSui star deity 

In Chinese astronomical and cosmology view the sky is divided  into twelve segments along the ecliptic, each of them called "chen," which means the star. Astronomers used to observe the stars and constellations in conjunction with the sun, moon, and 

planets . 
The 12 month are related to the moon's cycle. The earth rotating cycle around the sun define the 12 hours segment of the day. Since the cycle of Jupiter is almost 12 years, in addition,  Jupiter tracking movement across 12 sections (division of the Jovian orbital cycle) matching them up with the five elements of Fire, Earth, Metal, Water and Wood. Cross-referencing with the Ganzhi system, each year of the cycle of the opposite star position is personified into a deity, forming a total of 60 Tai Sui deities.  Jupiter is called Sui star ("Sui means age and year")

Referred to Chinese animal zodiac,each signs in personal horoscopes and astrology, the animal of the 12 year cycle define the  traditional Chinese  yearly calendar.
In the late Western Han Dynasty, stem and branch combinations were applied to year counting, this system designated a year’s name in the 60-year cycle. It provide abstract series of numbers, widely used for counting, such as volumes, chapters and sections in books. 

TaiSui Star Deity and Chinese traditional Mythology

In Chinese folk beliefs,TaiSui star deity is the god of evil.Its origin is various, but it is generally comes from the ancient celestial worship of planet Jupiter. “Xie Ji Discernment Fang" Volume 3 quoted "Shen Shu Jing" 
state: "leading the gods, the direction of the unified, good timing, the  success of the year", "the leader of hundred gods ". Later on, he became the god of taboos related to moving, migration, marriage and so on. The earth and wind record says: "TaiSui as the guarding general of year, moving and migration must avoid it." The legend of deification 
takes Yin Jiao, the prince of King Yin Zhou , as TaiSui deity,the god of the year. TaiSui as a folk deity since the Yuan and Ming dynasties, it has been recognized and set up in a special altar and formed official ritual and ceremony. There are 2 important date is related to astrological election for TaiSui One is the day of the Qingming, this day is the day of the TaiSui deity shifting, he is absent on the earth; another day is the cold day DaHan, the TaiSui is sealed up.Taoism Legend has stated it, because the founder Laojun was the bricklayer's ancestor,he was the only one subdued the TaiSui deity, so bricklayer can be playing a ritual rule in the anual ceremony. 

The book of latitude and longitude integration - music and sound instrument
:

The horn sound reads the tune, then the year star responds; The year of TaiSui shifting month comes, then the Lord for the military prepares.

The book of "The Interpretation for Book of the Century"
:

The Han Confucian Wang Chong wrote "The Book of Hours. migration law” said: migration against TaiSui, disaster year shall come. If the year of the TaiSui in Jiazi(the first year of the 60 Ganzhi year calender), people should not move to north and south, building house and marriage, also need to be avoided.

In the book of TianHuang history 
noted, the emperor of heaven began to make the names of the stems and branches to determine the location of the year. The ten stems were: Feng, Ganmeng, Zhaoshao, Qiangmao, Zhiyong, Tuwei, Shangzhang, Chongguang, Xuan Xiong, and Zhaoyang. The twelve branches are: Kundun , Chifenruo, Shetige, Danque, Zhixu, Dahuangluo, Dunyang, Xieqia, Huntan, Zuoe,Yanmao, Dayuanxian.

TaiSui means the Time of Taiji, the spirit and will for the cohesion of the wisdom and the Great Tao. These deities are the manifestation of wisdom and capability. They are the protectors of human, and can guide all beings to get out of trouble from natural disasters, and avoid bad luck.

In "Tai Shang Xuan Ling Dou Mu Da Sheng Yuan Jun's Original Life Extension Heart Sutra" says TaiSui star diety is the god of heaven who is in charge of mortal affairs for a year, and the 60 generals of the heavenly realm take their turns to be on duty for the year, that is, the Chinese sixty flowered armor. 

In the book The Plains and the Ritual Handbook 
explicitly state the TaiSui star deity is described as a clerk in the spiritual officer as Earthly Supervisor.he is associated with taboos and morality.In the context of "King Wu's conquest of Zhou" refer to the TaiSui star deity describing how its evil influence King Wu's military battle.At the same time it also mentioned how TaiSui star deity allowed King Wu to conquer the Shang dynasty. 

In the early 12th century, people knew that TaiSui star deity was worshiped in temple wearing a noble headdress flanked by several statues in fighting poses.In the ritual texts associated with the ritualists who ordered him, he seems to be particularly known for fixing earth spirit and exorcising.His main operating aim is the military commanders of the army. Also it related to the deity who brings epidemic and bad luck to challenge human, in order to control the earth and spirit is actually to control and comfort the TaiSui star deity.

Thus, since Shang dynasty until modern Taoism practice there still perform the battle like ritual to recall the warrior spirit to conquer the war.

The influence of TaiSui star deity on individuals

Every year have a TaiSui star deity on duty, each individual have their own deity related to the birth year animal zodiac. 

The opposition,conjunction,square position to each zodiac are the major position which TaiSui star deity have influence with in the folklore astrology text. Each individual who was born in the certain year which have those position to the current cosmos year zodiac will have to face the challenge or may have some bad luck from the deity and they need to prepare certain worship and ritual for blessings.

According to folk legend,as the saying goes, "When the year of the TaiSui star deity sits at the head, there will be no blessing, but disaster." 
who have to facing TaiSui star deity in that year have unpredictable disasters and injuries, all things may not be smooth to the financial and physical are unfavorable, friends in the official circles are easy to demote, less travel are recommended , pay attention to personal safety.Those individual can worship the deity for blessing to eliminate the disaster. The twelve zodiac signs also have their different power and impact. Opposition position: means conflict, violent may accompany through out the year .Conjunction position means the five elements of the zodiac are too strong, the phenomenon of the extreme will lead to decay, this will lead to whole energy field will decrease around the person. Square position means there are obstacles and uncomfortable energy to the individual.

Since Shang dynasty, TaiSui star deity start to perform huge impact in the society and community event, it deeply rooted fear in Chinese culture, no matter you believe or not if Star Jupiter will create such big impact to each person’s life, to get rid of bad luck influence lead modern Chinese still performing the worship every beginning of the year
.

The tradition of TaiSui star deity worship.

An Introduction to Chinese Gods and Goddesses, Chapter 3, "Gods and Goddesses in the Human Realm": It is proved that the phrase "year is moving by the deity TaiSui" is from the science of geomancy. The "Qing tares class notes" says: "TaiSui is located according to the twelve characters of GanZhi, shift every year, when construction taking place in the position of where it stays, then the eclipse of the place and death might happen.

In the folk custom has a ceremony called "An TaiSui"by using red paper to write the name of the year TaiSui star deity, choose the first month of the auspicious day and time, with four type of fruits such as apple banana peer and orange, four type of tea,black green white and red tea, incense and candles, in lunar calender of December 24 perform the ritual, every month on the 15th do the worship again, it will bring good fortune. 

Talisman

Since 12 century till now wearing traditional written talisman are the major method for TaiSui stsr deity worship. Chinese prefer to go for Taoism temple and invite masters to draw one for them in order to guard the upcoming year and they believe the talisman have the power can control the problematic impact. Wear it in a year can also bringing peace and happiness. Among all the divine spirits in the art of choosing auspiciousness,  TaiSui is the most respected and the most powerful one, it sets the mood of the whole year for each individual .

The TaiSui star deity talisman is based on the Taoist traditional ritual specially made to pray for blessings, it will take the owner's name, birth date and eight characters from their birth chart, with an ink pen or brush on the back of the TaiSui talisman to write their names and lunar calender birth date , then paste it on the upper part of the front door or bedroom door , either inside or outside can be. Each TaiSui paper talisman can only can be used for one person once, if there is any damage, or fall off on its own, it means the talisman helps to defense the bad luck for whoever it belong to, after that bury in the soil . If it is not broken and fallen off by the next Lunar New Year, then take it off and bury it directly.

Ceremony

In China, the worship of TaiSui star deity activities, has a long history. It was recorded as early as in the Rites of Zhou, and was included in the national rituals after the Yuan and Ming dynasties. According to the Taoist tradition, the worship of the TaiSui is always held at the end of the year and the beginning of the year, Taoist temples will hold the "TaiSui worship " ceremony.After the Chinese calender the Spring season’s establishment, It represent the new TaiSui star deity will be on duty,all the Daoism and folk individual rituals will be take place,with a great sacrifice and solemn puja. It is a prayer for the world to have good harvest and peace, and for people to avoid calamities and diseases in the New Year, and to pray for good health, family harmony, business prosperity, all things go well, and all their wishes come true. Believers can pray for blessings as they wish, sincerity is induction.

Ancient book state: "TaiSui as the king, as the head of the gods, the Lord of all the fury, as the king of the world, can not be offended." Because of the high position of the god of the year, everyone respects and fears, in order to avoid offending the year of the year.  Some companies will organize employee to do the worship ceremony burn the lamp as welcoming the star descending, in order for the new year blessings.After participate TaiSui ceremony, before the spring festival each individual will also go back to the temple and perform a grateful ritual for thank TaiSui deity’s guarding and protection. Usually by offering pig head, fruits,cakes and burning incense and fire crackers as the sacrifice each participant should also read the TaiSui star deity blessing sutra during the ritual.

Chinese Folk Culture and cosmology

Sir Edward Taylor defined culture in 1871 as "a complex whole comprising knowledge, beliefs, arts, morals, laws, customs, and any other faculties acquired by man as a member of society."
 Chinese traditional religion and cosmology seem contain many contradictions.

In China, the focus on fate is a culturally specific concern. Many literature had mentioned the existing important idea of ate determine life philosophical view, on the one hand, Chinese also determined to put effort by using rituals to discern, control, or change fate.There are five theories of fate philosophical view. The first is fatalism: fate is fixed and unchangeable. Everyone born with the fixed four pillar astrological chart, according to the chart a certain type of structural fate is set up and fixed. The second is moral determinism: God encourages virtue and punishes evil; therefore, through moral behavior can drive individual’s reward and punishment. The third is anti-fatalism, which means human’s effort can always challenge your fate which means you can change your start and originate level. The fourth is naturalistic fatalism, which implies that fate is controlled by nature, and works automatically depends on the synic and harmony of human and nature. Finally, there is the Confucian theory of "waiting for destiny." Do one's best and leave it to fate determine the rest. It admits that there are things that human can’t control but it seperate self responsibility and fate determination.

The variety believe are all exciting in modern community, which lead different divination, fortune telling and ritual culture emerging which all serve the philosophical view and Chinese cosmology believe structure. In ancient Shang dynasty China already imply astrological divination into military, but also combine ritual master in performing ritual to change the divination result. Both of the activities have the correlation to same deity and same planet, it also represent the complicity and contrast of the folk culture content.

Legitimization of Folk Culture

According to Chinese religion management law, folk beliefs are neither recognized nor regulated by the Chinese government. It generally refer to the worship of different deities, combine with rituals, and other related practices They differ from official institutionalized religions, which provide more freedom of belief and legitimacy through  government. For nearly a century many folk beliefs and practices are condemned as "superstition" and negatively targeted by institutionalized religions. Since1980s even the importance of folk beliefs as a source of historical and culture resources for society is being reconsidered today.

China implemented the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006 (the Convention was issued by UNESCO in 2003). The definition of "intangible cultural heritage" explicitly includes cultural spaces or aspects such as "social practices, rituals and festive events" and "knowledge and practices concerning nature and the cosmology" (Article 2.2). Most Chinese scholars believe that "knowledge and practices about nature and the cosmology" including folk beliefs.

The Measures for the Administration of Religious Information Services on the Internet have been considered and adopted by the State Administration of Religious Affairs shall come into force as of March 1, 2022.

Among them the word Hua TaiSui ( means TaiSui star deity ceremony) had been classified as Internet feudal superstition propaganda vocabulary, the dissemination of information such as the ritual of TaiSui and talisman is strictly prohibited. This traditional folk culture activities are once again pushed to become a hot spot for public media conflicts. To preserve this tradition, the Internet has spawned a series of new words, including modern terms such as traditional yellow paper, worry Generals, and annual psychological acting force, to continue the implementation of this tradition.

Conclusion

The ancient Chinese planetary culture has a long history, and the vivid myth of Jupiter is rooted in the Chinese cosmology. Under the policy and cultural contradictions of the new era, folk tales are getting farther and farther away from the world, adherence to folkloric activities also conflicts with the ideology of feudal superstition and expectation of good luck. The future impact of the astrological myth on culture and the balance of the inheritance and continuation of this folklore is a socialization issue that deserves in-depth study.
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