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Task 1 written summary
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There are many ways to prepare for higher education as learning can include research from different sources such as seminars, practicals, newspapers, and classes, “learning is not about the empty student coming to university to be filled with knowledge and wisdom: it is a social, interactive and constructivist activity.” (Burns, 2012).  To study effectively it is also important to find a correct place as rearranging and recording information has a massive impact on the flow of ideas and thinking about different ideologies. It is very important to follow a strategic plan as it not only benefits the individual but the universities too. Furthermore it “creates a framework for determining the direction a university should take to achieve its desired future” (Hax, 1991) which allows the university to set priorities.
However, the present lack of effective strategic planning has led to appalling results due to tuition costs rising much faster than public funding (Lerner, 1999). Unless a significant step does not be taken a lot of students will be at loss for example “hundreds of thousands of Californians will be denied access to higher education within the next 20 years” (Benjamin, 1998). In conclusion, this type of neglection would lead to serious sobering, economic, political, and social catastrophe (Glassman, 1999)
When going into higher education there are different resources to use that may benefit students in the long run. For example, e-learning is a great platform to enable a workforce with the knowledge and skills needed to produce high standards of work (Jennex, 2005). E-learning system also supports collaborative communication as students have total control over their own type of learning and this allows them to freely access many sources of information. 
Nevertheless, on the other hand, although e-learning may benefit some it also creates a learning barrier to some extent as the lack of face-to-face interaction can bring anxiety to some students and affect their confidence to take risks and different types of learning experiences (Watson, 2010)
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Description automatically generated]Task 2 Mind mapThinking and writing critically
Due to digital learner presence and online teaching tools students need higher cognitive requirements for effective learning. 
An advantage of digital learning is there are different types of platforms to use such as blogs, discussion boards, wikis, and 3D virtual world. These different types of platforms have a positive impact in teaching and allows students to engage with their learning thoroughly.





BECOMING A DIGITAL
              LEARNER

Finding and using information
To be able to find and use credible sources, it is necessary to maintain critical thinking. For example, comparing and categorising the relevant information required. Also, a main factor for finding information is background research on the subject you are studying as it helps to make more of an informed judgement on the relevant facts. (Cottrell, Stella).
These themes are interconnected in becoming a digital learner as it is important to understand each theme thoroughly.




Essential study skills
There are 3 different ways to actively learn such as sight, sound, and feel. Learning by Sight students may enjoy more visuals such as by reading or watching or use of images. Then there is also Sound which many people find learning easier by listening and joining in discussions or even explaining things to other people. Finally, the Feel of things which involves practical learning, experimenting, making charts and patterns, and acting in some way.
Each student’s digital presence is explored through a variety of E-Learning tools which are used by the students through the learning resources for example the regional university in Australia which is known as the University of New England has approximately 22,000 enrolled students with 80% of students opting to study online such as off-campus or by distance, for example, online seminars and lectures or online E-books.
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Task 4 Reflection
Many people have different experiences when it comes to starting university. A new routine is big step for majority of peoples as it comes with a lot of commitment and dedication. It also comes along with learning new online resources and online, learning. There are many online resources available for students to use as a guidance and research purposes. An example of this could be the different sources used to achieve active learning such as seminars, practicals, newspapers, and classes. This is a clear example, of using and adapting different as “learning is not about the empty student coming to university to be filled with knowledge and wisdom: it is a social, interactive and constructivist activity.” (Burns, 2012). Furthermore, it is also important to have a clear routine as it will have a massive impact on the flow of ideas. 
Borton had come up with a theory incorporated in RLAM (1970). Terry Borton’s reflective model comprised of three questions which ask the individual ‘What, so what and What now’. This implies that by analysing the situation leads to scrutiny and the construction of knowledge takes place. Eventually the individual will be able to identify the ways they can improve and adapt to different methods of learning. (Skinner & Mitchell, 2016).
Furthermore, there are also curriculum models and learning theories that describe reflection as a critical and necessary component. For example, Bortons proposed a curriculum model which insinuates Reach, Touch, and Teach, this is based on the theory of the human mind and how it processes information.  Although this model was originally designed to guide a curriculum that would help students gain knowledge and learn how to learn (i.e., develop metacognitive skills), Rolfe (2014) suggested that Borton’s model could also be used to facilitate reflective practice.
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