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Methodology:
INTRODUCTION
The use of Taser, or a CED as it is accurately known is a relatively new introduction into the world of Policing within the United Kingdom. The introduction and implementation of Taser in modern day policing has garnered much notoriety over the years and it has almost been villainised at times. 
As a frontline Police Officer, I am acutely aware of the risks and violence that Police Officers are subjected to but also the risk and violence that others can subject to themselves and others. I am a specially trained Taser Officer and have a profound interest in use of Taser by Police and believe that my position whilst conducting this research offers an insight that has not been greatly explored thus far within the research currently available. The aim of my research is to assess the associated risks that arise from the use of Taser as a use of force within Policing, any fatalities associated with Taser use as a use of force within operational policing and more prevalently during this current period of intense scrutiny bestowed upon use of force by the Police research the public perception of the Police use of Taser since its introduction and adoption by all UK police forces. That being said, the use of Taser is still a relatively new concept and the literature as such is limited which may contribute to why the use of Taser has been heavily critiqued since its introduction. This was highlighted in the aforementioned Literature Review where readily available literature on the use of Taser focuses on mainly isolated incidents involving its use in situations where there are additional factors or if an outcome has resulted, such as an injury to a person rather than considering its wider impact and daily use as issued PPE for serving Police officers. This is where my research may benefit the subject area to provide a more contrast to what literature is already available.

RESEARCH STRATEGY
My research will bring together an evidence base which will be formed by both secondary and primary data. The secondary data within my research will include analysis of existing readily available data and literature utilising publications, articles and websites. The primary data within my research will consist of online surveys. It is the hope that through this research that this mixture of empirical data compared with the more factual readily available secondary data will allow for a more fairly representative overview on Taser use as a whole, rather than focusing on isolated views. I aim to gather primary data through the form of an online survey of which I will compile two separate surveys. Each with its own representative subject audience both compiling of 12 questions garnering information on the subject matter of Taser. The primary data within my research will include a survey with civilians as the targeted sample population with the aim to survey their perception of Taser as a whole and their feelings in regards to the use of Taser as a use of force by Police. I also intend to survey serving Police officers, capturing their perception of Taser, their understanding of the public’s perception of Taser and collecting outcomes of their use of Taser. 
I have chosen this quantitative research method as it allows me to collect the required data from my representative audiences with predetermined sets of closed questions. Quantitative research as defined in the journal titled “The SAGE Encyclopaedia of Action Research” which states ‘Quantitative methodology is the dominant research framework in the social sciences. It refers to a set of strategies, techniques and assumptions used to study psychological, social and economic processes through the exploration of numeric patterns. Quantitative research gathers a range of numeric data. Some of the numeric data is intrinsically quantitative (e.g. personal income), while in other cases the numeric structure is imposed (e.g. ‘On a scale from 1 to 10, how depressed did you feel last week?’). The collection of quantitative information allows researchers to conduct simple to extremely sophisticated statistical analyses that aggregate the data (e.g. averages, percentages), show relationships among the data (e.g. ‘Students with lower grade point averages tend to score lower on a depression scale’) or compare across aggregated data (e.g. the USA has a higher gross domestic product than Spain). Quantitative research includes methodologies such as questionnaires, structured observations or experiments and stands in contrast to qualitative research’ (Coghlan and Brydon-Miller, 2014). This will ensure that the data collected is relevant and on topic and can be easily collated to establish trends and identify concise findings around Taser and its perceived use as a use of force. I believe this to be important as if I were to use Qualitative Data. Qualitative data as defined by the website “Scribbr” is ‘Qualitative research involves collecting and analysing non-numerical data (e.g., text, video, or audio) to understand concepts, opinions, or experiences. It can be used to gather in-depth insights into a problem or generate new ideas for research. Qualitative research is the opposite of quantitative research, which involves collecting and analyzing numerical data for statistical analysis. Qualitative research is commonly used in the humanities and social sciences, in subjects such as anthropology, sociology, education, health sciences, history, etc.’ (Scribbr, 2020) 
That the quality of the data may not be as concise as I require to ensure accurate findings, this may be through the fact that my target audience may not respond to an in-depth evaluation and additionally I do not wish the data collection to become a forum for which the subject audience can veer off topic and provide answers that may not necessarily aid the research topic. A quantitative surveying method allows me to gather the data in a simple format, which given my target data population of police officers and civilians is more practical and more likely to achieve a higher response rate as it easy to complete and requires little time or expense to the target audience.
Given the nature of the research I believe it important that I take a representative sampling pool from both serving Police Officers and civilians. The literature review leads heavily on circumstantial outcomes of isolated Taser incidents, often linked with the perception of individuals who are opposed to Taser and basing the findings solely on its use within that particular incident, rather than considering its use as a whole. I felt that sampling both police officers and civilians would ensure my findings would be better-rounded and provide an appropriate stance from both aspects. 


DATA COLLECTION
Following the completion of the online surveys by the representative audiences, the data will be collected and then processed into readily available and easy to view formats such as graphs. 
The two representative audience’s surveys will then be analysed and concise findings made in respect to their answers of the perceived use of Taser and the subject matter. 
They can then be compared against each other and the secondary data to consider findings on a whole and identify any themes.

LIMITATIONS & PROBLEMS
Within my research, I accept that the chosen method of data collection for my primary data sources will not allow for a more diverse range of findings from the target audience. A different method of data collection may have allowed a more focused outcome inclusive of the individual’s perceptions and views on the topic of Taser and its use as a use of force rather than the accumulation of quantitative data through sets of closed questions which I have opted for.  However, as aforementioned I did not wish the survey to become a forum for which the representative audiences could provide data not necessarily relating to that of which is being asked. 
However in my choice I am also giving fair consideration to the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic which although seems to be progressing to normality slowly, still hinders peoples everyday lives particularly those within the demographic of my target research population and the ease of which I can accumulate data through a survey may allow for greater uptake compared to for example interviewing which people may not consider appropriate given the circumstances of the pandemic.  
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