Chapter Four: Data Analysis and Findings

4.1 Introduction
This chapter of the research project presents the findings from the survey conducted as part of the study. The primary objective of this research was to gauge the perspectives of the participants regarding the following areas:
1) To identify the reasons some male victims may be hesitant to seek police assistance in domestic abuse situations. 
2) To explore participants’ views on male victims of domestic abuse and whether they believe that police officers may operate with unconscious bias. 
3) To assess whether participants consider the current police training related to male victims of domestic abuse to be adequate. 
The survey, designed to ensure participant anonymity, was distributed via a secure link to individuals currently serving in the England and Wales Police Force as well as to participants from various professional backgrounds. 

4.2 Participant Professional Background 
Question 1) Are you currently serving, or have you previously served with the England and Wales Police Force? 
The participants were posed this question with the intention that the survey results would reflect a balanced representation of occupational backgrounds. 40% of the participants were serving or had served in the police force whilst 60% came from an alternative background. 
[image: ]Ensuring a reasonable distribution of participants within this survey was essential for maintaining both fairness and accuracy of the results. This methodology served to mitigate bias and guarantees that a diverse range of perspectives was adequately represented. Attaining a balanced representation aids in the development of more reliable and generalisable conclusions. As noted by Fowler (2014), equal participation enhances the validity of survey outcomes by ensuring that all relevant demographic groups are fairly represented.  
4.3 Participant views 
Question 2) In your honest opinion, would you agree or disagree that a male can be a victim of domestic abuse?
As indicated in the literacy review, Women’s Aid stated on their website that domestic abuse is a gendered crime, (Women’s Aid, 2024). The researcher aimed to evaluate the participants’ perceptions regarding the possibility of a male being a victim of domestic abuse, or if they perceived domestic abuse to be a gendered crime thus not believe a male could be a victim. While a significant majority of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that males can be victims of domestic abuse, a concerning 20% of participants strongly disagreed that males could be victims and therefore refusing to believe that a female could be a perpetrator of such abuse, highlighted by Carrington (2013).
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Question 3) Which of the below are the main reasons as to why male victims are less likely to report domestic abuse?  And Question 4) Do you believe that societal perceptions play a role in the under reporting of domestic abuse by male victims?
The participants were asked two questions regarding their views on the reasons why male victims may be reluctant to report domestic abuse and the potential influence of societal perceptions on this issue. Gallie (2019) noted that society often views males as warrior figures who are physically strong, which can lead to the stigma associated with vulnerability being perceived as weakness, potentially resulting in ridicule if a male would admit to being a victim. The findings from the participants reflected this perspective, with a significant number believing that male victims may feel too ashamed or embarrassed to identify themselves as victims. The perceived stigmatization along with the fear of not being believed, ranked amongst the top reasons for this reluctance. Furthermore, most participants acknowledged that societal perceptions contributed to the underreporting. Supporting this notion, a study by Robertson (2018) highlighted a case in which a male participant reported that unfounded accusations from his wife affected his standing within his community, further emphasizing societal assumptions in male victims. 
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Question 5) How adequate do you believe the current support systems in England and Wales are for male victims of domestic abuse? And Question 6) Do you agree or disagree that male victim of domestic abuse have the same amount of support as female victims?
These questions sought to explore the participants perceptions regarding the existing support services for male victims of domestic abuse and whether they believed that male victims received equivalent support relative to female victims. As previously referenced, Broberg (2022) indicated that, out of 238 refuge spaces designated for victims of domestic abuse, only 58 were allocated to men. Furthermore, a male victim was denied assistance by a domestic abuse helpline due to his gender as he was compelled to contact a female helpline, as male-specific helplines were not operational at his time of need. Only 4% of participants characterized the support systems as extremely adequate, while 32% rated it as somewhat adequate and 24% as completely inadequate. Notably, 40% indicated that they were unaware of any support services available for male victims. Additionally, 72% of participants either strongly disagreed or disagreed with the proposition that male victims of domestic abuse receive the same level of support as their female counterparts. Highlighted by the researcher within the literacy review regarding the EHRAC guidance materials for female victims in 2021. 
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The concluding questions, 7, 8 and 9, were formulated to assess the participants’ perceptions regarding law enforcement in England and Wales. These questions aimed to elucidate the participant’s beliefs concerning the behaviours exhibited by police officers during domestic incidents and evaluate their opinions on the potential existence of unconscious biases held by officers in the context of domestic abuse situations. 
Question 7 pertains to a fundamental scenario and solicits participants’ perspectives on who is most likely to be arrested or removed from a property. The results indicate that 88.33% believe that the male individual would be arrested or removed following an alleged domestic incident, which may align with the findings from Bates study (2019), “Walking on Eggshells”. 
Questions 8 and 9 inquire whether participants believe that police may be operating with unconscious bias in this subject and whether additional training is required, and to what extent law enforcement takes male victims of domestic abuse seriously. Brooks (2018) asked the question regarding unconscious bias being a factor within the law and a decisive 68% of participants asked in this survey believe it is a factor and that further training is required. Notably, 12% also believed it was a factor but did not believe that further training would not help. The concluding question revealed that only 16% of respondents believe that male victims receive equitable treatment compared to female victims, while a mere 4% believed that law enforcement take male victims seriously at all. 
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