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‘9-11 Damaged the Status of Muslims in the United Kingdom’ Discuss (1000)
[bookmark: _Hlk510599021]9/11 shocked the world as it was executed by foreign Muslim extremists upon American soil. This essay shall investigate whether British Muslim status was affected by this event. 

9/11 was a catastrophic event which was publicized by the media using terms such as terrorism and war portraying Muslims negatively.[footnoteRef:1] But it is debateable to know the extent 9/11 had on British Muslims.[footnoteRef:2] Aziz claimed that 9/11 had a huge impact on British Muslim as the ‘War on Terror’ created racism, Islamophobia and crimes against Muslims.[footnoteRef:3] Hussein identified that post 9/11 Muslims were analysed for their loyalty to Britain.[footnoteRef:4] They were targeted physically and verbally and most felt they had to voice their condemnation of the attacks.[footnoteRef:5] Werbner too suggested that 9/11 hindered Muslims seeking rights and respect in Britain as they were being targeted and made scapegoats of.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Berrington 2002:49. El-Aswad 2013:44. ]  [2:  Peace 2015. ]  [3:  Aziz 2017, The Guardian 8th September 2017. ]  [4:  Hussein 2004:120. ]  [5:  Hussein 2004:125-127. Akhtar (2011:3) also agreed that Muslims were subjected to a high rate of violence. ]  [6:  Werbner 2004b:460, 462-463. Werbner 2004a:906. ] 


In response to the ‘War on Terror’ British legislation introduced the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act in 2001 against religious minorities who could be potential terrorists.[footnoteRef:7] Police increased searches on Muslims who began to live in fear, as Britain began to perceive Muslim communities collectively and negatively with suspicion as they became the centre of attention in the public eye.[footnoteRef:8] This increased far right anti-Islamic ideologies and caused race riots.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Quinlan 2015:16. McGhee 2005:94-95. ]  [8:  McGhee 2005:99-100. Peach 2005:18. Malik 2005:66. Ullenhag 2014.]  [9:  Jones 2013, Shout Out UK  28th May 2013. Pathak 2008:1. One of the key people involved in this was Nick Griffin of the British National Party. ] 

It is easy to blame 9/11 for the negative impact on British Muslims.[footnoteRef:10] However according to McGhee Islamophobia in Britain was not solely caused by 9/11 and the event just intensified racial discrimination against Muslims.[footnoteRef:11] Mass immigration to Britain during the 1950s and 1960s caused concerns over the sheer number of individuals entering the country.[footnoteRef:12] In 1968 Enoch Powell raised racial tensions highlighting the inferiority of minorities within Britain.[footnoteRef:13]   [10:  Chakraborti and Garland 2009:44. ]  [11:  McGhee 2005:102. See also Sivanandan 2002:115-116.]  [12:  Weber and Bowling 2002:124. ]  [13:  See Manzoor 2008, The Guardian 24th February 2008. ] 


The Rushdie Affair in 1989 made British people aware of the culture and religion of Muslims and their status as Britons. Van de Veer claimed that Muslims calling for Rushdie to be punished and burning his books evidently placed a wedge between British non-Muslims and British Muslims which was later emphasized by 9/11.[footnoteRef:14] The Rushdie Affair and the Muslim violent protests created irreversible consequences and harm to the perception of British Muslims.[footnoteRef:15] It increased alienation and divisions within society.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  Van der Veer 2004:136, 141. ]  [15:  Peace 2015. ]  [16:  Werbner 2004a:905. ] 


It is also important to address events after 9/11. Shortly after 9/11 in December 2001 a British Muslim Richard Reid tried to destroy a passenger aeroplane using bombs within his shoes.[footnoteRef:17] Even though this was seen as an isolated incident this was the first instance when a British Muslim was shown to be involved in a terrorist incident. However like 9/11 there was still a detachment from this as both events had occurred within another country.  It was 7/7 in 2005 which damaged the status of British Muslims, as British Muslims had attacked other British citizens on British soil.[footnoteRef:18] It made British Muslims question how to stop Islam from being overshadowed by barbaric acts.[footnoteRef:19]  [17:  Since 911 2018a:14. ]  [18:  Hasan 2015. The Guardian 5th July 2015. ]  [19:  Hussein 2011:1. ] 


British Muslims were highlighted and seemingly stripped of their British identity.[footnoteRef:20] Tony Blair claimed that the game rules had changed.[footnoteRef:21] In the years 2005, 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2011 Britain produced government legislation against terrorism.[footnoteRef:22] Mosques began to be the target of Government scrutiny as it was perceived that mosques were the hub of radicalization.[footnoteRef:23]    [20:  Hasan 2015. The Guardian 5th July 2015.]  [21:  Brighton 2007:1. ]  [22:  Walker 2014:475, 521, 573, 587. Government Legislation 2005. ]  [23:  Faith Associates 2015. ] 


In 2013 Lee Rigby was killed by radical Islamists which increased attacks on Muslims by 10% including verbal and physical abuse.[footnoteRef:24] Mosques became targets, in Milton Keynes petrol bombs were created to be intentionally used against Muslims during Friday prayers and in Bolton mosques were being spray-painted with messages such as ‘Terrorist’.[footnoteRef:25]  [24:  Jones 2013, Shout Out UK 28th May 2013. Also see Appendix 1. ]  [25:  Jones 2013, Shout Out UK 28th May 2013.] 


British Muslims who began to join militant Islamic groups such as Al Qaedia, Taliban and more recently ISIS, Al Shaabab and Boko Haram made Britons convinced that British Muslims had the same ideologies of these people.[footnoteRef:26] The Government began conducting polls to identify individuals who supported these terrorist organizations.[footnoteRef:27] In 2011 the Government introduced ‘Prevent’ as 115 people were arrested in England and Wales and of these 79 claimed they belonged to a terrorist Islamic group.[footnoteRef:28]  [26:  Werbner 2004b:462. ]  [27: HM Government 2011:16. ]  [28:  HM Government 2011:13. It was established to identify issues and problems before they escalate, relying mostly on communities to acknowledge these radical signs and to prevent them, see HM Government 2011: 43, 55, 63, 97-98. ] 


British Muslim status was intensively scrutinized after the 2017 attacks. Three attacks in London and one in Manchester 2017 all related to British Islamic extremists.[footnoteRef:29] Tensions began to increase as non-Muslim British people were fuelled with negative stereotypical images of Muslims. Non-Muslim Britons became wary and nervous in the presence of Muslims particularly near mosques.[footnoteRef:30] This resulted in increased assaults on Muslims in London by 40%.[footnoteRef:31] An example is Darren Osbourne who drove into a crowd of Muslims outside Finsbury Park mosque.[footnoteRef:32]  [29:  See Since 9/11 2018b for more information. ]  [30:  Lyon 2005:86. ]  [31:  AboutIslam and Newspapers 2018, AboutIslam 28th February 2018. ]  [32:  BBC 2018, BBC News 1st February 2018. ] 


Since the War on Terror Lyon believes that the world is not safe.[footnoteRef:33] It is perceived that 9/11 and 7/7 were significant events which affected how Muslims are portrayed within the British press and whether mosques and madrassas are at fault for creating extremism.[footnoteRef:34] It is also clear that after each of these main terrorist attacks assaults on British Muslims have increased.[footnoteRef:35]   [33:  Lyon 2005:91. ]  [34:  Cherti, Glennie and Bradley 2011:4. ]  [35:  See Table 1, 2 and 3 in Appendix 1 for more information.] 




In conclusion 9/11 was an event which had a huge impact on how the world perceived Islam. In Britain, British Muslim status was impacted by this event as Islamophobia began to increase. However some British citizens appeared to be detached from 9/11 as it was conducted by non-nationals upon America. Although there were some events leading up to 9/11 which affected Muslim status such as the Rushdie Affair, it was 7/7 which was a crucial turning point as it was conducted by British Muslims against other British citizens on British soil. This emphasized the threat of terrorism within Britain and questioned British Muslim status and loyalty. It represented a threat to British democracy, questioning British Muslims support for these individuals. British Islamic terrorists conducting terrorism abroad and further terrorist attacks in Britain on Lee Rigby, London Bridge, at Westminster and the Manchester Arena attack escalated, aggravated and heightened the suspicion of Muslims even further, considering whether their obligations lay with Britain. Therefore 9/11 had started to damage the status of Muslims within the United Kingdom, but it was significantly fuelled by further consequential terrorist attacks which occurred thereafter within Britain.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix 1
	Date Of Occurrence
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Less Serious Wounding 
	Radically or Religiously Aggravated Harassment
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Common Assault 
	Radically or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to a Dwelling
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to Other Buildings
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to a Vehicle 
	Radically or Religiously Aggravated Other Criminal Damage

	1999/2000
	2,687
	10,758
	4,275
	1,452
	756
	1,232
	590

	2000/2001
	3,176
	12,468
	4,711
	1,765
	985
	1,399
	612

	2001/2002
	3,463
	14,975
	5,164
	2,228
	1,547
	1,885
	812


Table 1: Government Data between 1999/2002 for Religious attacks.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  GOV UK. 2016. ] 


	Date of Occurrence 
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Inflicting GBH Without Intent
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Less Serious Wounding
	Racially/ Religiously ABH or Other Injury
	Racially/ Religiously Assault with Injury
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Harassment
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Assault without Injury

	2002/2003
	
	
	
	
	1,753
	4,602

	2003/2004
	
	
	
	
	2,088
	4,161

	2004/2005
	
	
	
	
	2,302
	3,866

	2005/2006
	
	
	
	
	2,548
	3,945

	2006/2007
	
	
	
	
	2,657
	4,351

	2007/2008
	
	
	
	
	2,424
	4,325

	2008/2009
	384
	374,255
	3,921
	
	2,395
	4,186

	2009/2010
	224
	355,962
	3,521
	
	2,370
	4,328

	2010/2011
	188
	328,463
	2,985
	
	1,971
	4,062

	2011/2012
	169
	301,223
	2,688
	
	1,625
	4,071

	2012/2013
	
	
	
	2,579
	1,500
	3,898

	2013/2014
	
	
	
	2,452
	1,445
	4,103

	2014/2015
	
	
	
	2,731
	1,871
	4,926


Table 2: Government Data between 2002/2015 for Religious attacks.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  GOV UK. 2016.] 








	
	Date of Occurrence 
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to a Dwelling
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to a Building other than a Dwelling 
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to a Vehicle
	Racially/ Religiously Aggravated Other Criminal Damage

	2002/2003
	2,044
	1,160
	1,525
	780

	2003/2004
	1,982
	1,185
	1,603
	838

	2004/2005
	1,845
	1,137
	1,640
	837

	2005/2006
	1,742
	1,274
	1,899
	975

	2006/2007
	1,543
	1,079
	1,711
	953

	2007/2008
	1,150
	833
	1,338
	681

	2008/2009
	999
	778
	1,304
	727

	2009/2010
	849
	663
	1,135
	606

	2010/2011
	639
	534
	869
	537

	2011/2012
	499
	431
	788
	411

	2012/2013
	-
	-
	-
	1,841

	2013/2014
	-
	-
	-
	1,874

	2014/2015
	-
	-
	-
	1,835


Table 3 Government Data between 2002/2015 for religiously motivated Criminal Damage.[footnoteRef:38]  [38:  GOV UK. 2016.] 
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