Results Chapter

The questionnaire contained 13 questions relating to How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years. This questionnaire was sent out to 50 participants in a range of departments in order to get more of an accurate results. It was sent to Police Officer’s who have served 10+ years, Student Police officer’s, Policing Staff and Police Officer’s who are of Rank such as Sergeant and Inspectors who would have come across Policing Domestic Abuse in their Career. 
Out of 50 Participants only 33 responded, whilst these made for good results as over half of the participants responded however the remaining amount did not response which does not provide a wide range of answers. 

The purpose of this questionnaire was to get an accurate response in relation to How Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years, the 13 questions asked in the questionnaire related to this, they consisted of a multiple choice answer. Looking at the response of the questionnaire now the results are in, it would have been more effective to have more open ended questions instead of closed ended questions whereby the participants could respond to the questions how they wished. 
The questionnaire choice was chosen due to it being a easily accessible way for participants to take part.

This questionnaire did not specially target Police Officer’s however the majority of the participants were Police Officers. These officer’s had a range of length of service with 8 of them being in the Police Force for 10+ years, 7 of them 3 to 5 years, 6 participants 5 to 10 years and the rest only 1 to 3 years. The results following question 3 is that majority of participants responded that they are very experienced within Domestic Abuse however only 8 of the participants had 10 + years in. In relation to question 5 majority of participants responded that they attended 1 to 2 incidents per working day that relate to Domestic Abuse, showing that it is a demand on the police force however another category should have been added whereby participants could have answered None for attending incidents to give a more accurate results.

Samons, (2012) discusses how there are very few domestic violence shelters that cater to male victims, the results from his research also show it is difficult for members of the LGBT community to seek shelter to whereby they return to their abuser. In relation to question 6 18 participants responded yes to they think the rate of domestic abuse in same sex relationships has increased over the last 10 years, where as 14 participants responded No. The participants that responded No, have most likely not dealt with same sex domestic abuse which influences their response.

In relation to question 7, majority of participants responded yes, they believe there has been an increase in Domestic Abuse Male Victims in the last 10 years. Dutton and White, (2013) completed a study on male victims of Domestic Abuse whereby the results of their findings suggested that males were previously disregarded if they reported Domestic Abuse to the police and were not taken as seriously in court, whereas due to policing training, male victims are being taken more seriously. 




Walklate et al, (2022 - completed a study on policing demand during Covid- 19 Lockdown and the results for this showed that Covid-19 had increased the demand for domestic abuse. This relates to my research in relation to Question 10 as Covid-19 is something that has happened over the last 10 years which increases the demand for Domestic Abuse. Covid 19 was only within the last 4 years and the majority of participants who responded to my questions of How long have they worked within Policing answered 3-5 years or more, meaning that they would have experienced working through the demand period of Covid-19 within Domestic Abuse.

Robinson et al, (2016) completed a study whereby UK and US Police officer’s participated and the results from this show that the UK had more training  of Policing Domestic Abuse and more roles for Police Officer’s within Domestic Abuse, this related to my findings in relation to Question 11 asking participants about why they think Policing demand has increased in the last 10 years in relation to domestic abuse, as majority of people have responded with all of the above which indicates that the UK has more awareness, more legislation and more Policies which increases the demand for Policing Domestic Abuse. 

In relation to Question 13, majority of the participants responded Yes to Policing Domestic Abuse can be improved. Davies and Barlow, (2024) completed a study about Coercive Control in relation to Domestic Abuse and the analysis of their results suggest that despite there being more awareness, legislation and policies in place than previously, Policing still needs to improve in relation to how they respond to Domestic Abuse more specifically Coercive Control.

To summarise, the analysis of results it is clear to see that Policing Domestic abuse has changed, this is clear from the results based on particular answers such as the majority of participants answering yes to the increase of Domestic abuse calls, majority of people answering yes to all of the above in relation to why they think Domestic abuse demand has increased and majority of people answering yes to more positive action being taken now than 10 years ago. Despite the majority of these answers proving that Policing Domestic Abuse has changed over the last 10 years, the results are also slightly inaccurate due to only a small percentage of participants having 10+ years experience within the Police Force which means they participants who have less than 10+ years experience would not know the difference. 
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