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“To deny people their human rights is to challenge their very humanity.”
(Nelson Mandela)
Human rights are the set of rights and freedoms that every individual owns in the world. The National Human Rights Institution affirms that the idea of basic rights and freedoms has deep roots in Britain. Landmark developments in Britain include: the Magna Carta of 1215, the Habeas Corpus Act of 1679, the Bill of Rights of 1689 (What are human Rights ,2019).
After the Second World War the protection of human rights became an international priority. As a result, in 1945 was founded the United Nations. The first attempt to put together the fundamental rights and freedoms was in 1948, when thanks to the United Nations, more than 50 Member States contributed to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2013).
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights set the stage for the European Convention on Human Rights adopted in 1950. This was originally proposed by politicians including Winston Churchill and drafted mainly by British lawyers. The articles of the commit state: "We desire a Charter of Human Rights guaranteeing liberty of thought, assembly and expression as well as the right to form a political opposition. We desire a Court of Justice with adequate sanctions for the implementation of this Charter” (Mowbray, 2007).
The European Communities Act 1972 is: “An Act to make provision in connection with the enlargement of the European Communities to include the United Kingdom, together with (for certain purposes) the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man and Gibraltar” (ECA, 1972, chapter 68). Thimont mentions that: “The European Communities Act 1972 was the piece of legislation that brought the UK (United Kingdom) into the Europe Union: it gives EU (European Union) law supremacy over UK national law” (Thimont Jack, 2017).On 13 July 2017, the Brexit Secretary David Davis, introduces the European Union (Withdrawal) Act to  Parliament which target was the repealing of 1972 Act on the exit day of the UK from EU: “An Act to repeal the European Communities Act 1972 and make other provision in connection with the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU” ( European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 CHAPTER 16)
Until 1998, UK citizens had to take their cases to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. The Human Rights Act allows human cases to be heard in UK courts (Amnesty International UK, 2019). The Human Rights Act sets out all the fundamental rights that everyone in the UK (United Kingdom) is entitled to, such as right to life, to liberty and security or to a fair trial (Human Rights Act, 1998). The objective is that all the people are treated with dignity, respect, equality, and fairness. The Human Rights Act protects everyone in the UK with no exception. The Human Rights Act includes a set of rights called Convention Rights, set out in the European Convention on Human Rights. If the human rights of an individual have been breached the Human Rights Act gives them the right to act in a UK court.
The Human Rights Act generates a legal obligation for all public authorities, such as the NHS, police, court, and local councils to defend their rights in all their decisions and actions. It is against the law for a public body to act in a way that is contradictory with the convention rights, unless an ACT of Parliament requires it.
The secretary of State for Justice, Dominic Raab, published on 22 June 2022 the Bill of Rights Bill which would repeal and replace the Human Rights Act (HRA) 1998. The Act states that this is “A bill to Reform the law relating to human rights” (Bill of Rights).
Dominic Raab affirms that the Bill of rights “will reinforce the UK`s proud tradition of liberty and curb abuses of the system” and “will make us freer and our streets safer” (The Sun, 2022).
As stated in the Bill the direction of the act is to “clarify and re-balance the relationship between the courts in the United Kingdom, The European Court of Human Rights and Parliament” (Bill of Rights).
As Mark Elliott observes, there are 4 concepts that are not changing. First is that the UK will remain a State Party to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). Second- the Bill includes the same set of Convention Rights as HRA, as there is no change to the purpose of the catalogue of rights that are to be given domestic effect. Thirdly is the declaration of incompatibility, which according to clause 10 of the Bill, “The court may make a declaration that the provision is incompatible with the Convention right” (Bill of Rights). And fourth, is the duty of public authorities mirrored in clause 12 of the Bill. This covers the duty of public authorities to act compatibly with Convention Rights (Elliot, 2022).
The Bill will change remarkable the manner in which human rights are protected in the UK. Mark Elliott highlights 4 important things changing between the HRA and the Bill of Rights. First would be the interpretive obligation. Section 3 of HRA requires the courts to make mention of domestic legislation compatible with the Convention Rights as far as possible. However, the Bill does not contain any equivalent to section 3 of HRA, simply eliminates the obligation and does not replace it with anything.Second is the ECtHR Jurisprudence. There is no similar requirement in the Bill, as section 2 of the HRA, which demands UK courts to take account of ECtHR jurisprudence in cases concerning Convention Rights. Thirdly, he mentions judicial micromanagement which relies on how the Bill is looking to micromanage the diverse ways how UK courts apply Convention Rights. And 4 is the role that the Bill gives to Parliament, requiring the courts to give considerable weight to the views of Parliament when considering right issues (Elliot, 2022).
Dominic Raab affirms that introducing the Bill of Rights was “rights enhancing.” However, the Law Society believes the Bill will weaken human rights protection in the UK. They declare that the Bill would: “damage the rule of law, prevent access to justice, reduce or remove rights, lead to more cases being taken to the ECHR, impact devolution, damage the UK`s international reputation and create legal uncertainty” (The Law Society, 2023). 
Stephanie Boyce mentions that: “The erosion of accountability trumpeted by the justice secretary signals a deepening of the government’s disregard for the checks and balances that underpin the rule of law" (Boyce, 2023).
In their response to the Government, the Law Society is concerned that the Bill does not recognise the benefits achieved by the UK through the HRA by improving access to justice and the rule of Law. So, within the response they give some recommendations to Government:
-To implement a civic education program for the improvement of human knowledge of their rights and freedoms.
-To introduce representative action for human rights claims and allow a particular case to be brought by a representative claimant.
-To consider the creation of a system to review human rights judgements where policy changes are required.
-To provide additional training to public bodies for a better understanding and apply their obligations under HRA.
-To create a system of independent judicial oversight of detention decisions (Law Society Response, 2022).
So, the next step for the Bill is to be scrutinised and debated in Parliament. Alice Donald mentions the “Salisbury Convention- that the House of Lords will not block bills that implement manifesto commitments”. However, the House of Lords may consider not applying this for the Bill of Rights, as the bill contains manifesto only to update and not to replace the HRA. This means that a rigorous scrutiny can be applied, and major amendments made to the Bill (Donald, 2022).
Therefore, as a conclusion, even if UK has agreed and chosen to be a part of international law, we now have a Bill which is looking to decrease the domestic law impact of the international human rights and to demand the domestic courts to sustain the fundamental rights. The Government affirms that within the “parliamentary democracy” the Bill is “taking back control” from all foreign judges, courts, and lawyers. Elliot mentions that the real objective of the bill, is not the restoration of parliamentary sovereignty, “but the entrenchment of a form of executive hegemony — one that smacks of authoritarian resistance to scrutiny and is antithetical to the best traditions of the British constitution” (Elliot, 2022).
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