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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

The causes and consequences of Child Criminal Exploitation from a UK Policing perspective

INTRODUCTION: 

I have chosen this topic as it is a particular field of interest to myself and a major reason why I have chosen to get into the career of Policing. The topic of County Lines Gangs is extremely prevalent within the UK currently and Wales is especially heavily plighted by the organised crime. The particular detail of Criminal Child Exploitation is one that I experience almost daily in my role and is heavily discussed within my force at the moment due to its impact on our regular Missing Person(s) with CCE concerns and their ties to Organised Crime, County Lines in particular.

I believe it is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation due to its relevance in the current policing climate, the challenges it is currently posing officers of all ranks and the complexity of dealing with it. I.e. there are teams within my force that look to deal with the children themselves and try to prevent them from being exploited and protect them, whilst there are other teams who seek to deal with ‘the head of the snake’ and work tirelessly to disrupt and dismantle the leaders of these organised crime groups who target and then profit from young, vulnerable children. 

The Children’s Society provide an easy to read and concise overview of county lines, the background of the issue and directly focus on the children who are targeted and impacted by the criminality. They highlight their own areas of work that are attempting to tackle the abuse that is Child Criminal Exploitation. (What Is County Lines? | The Children's Society) 






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The key research objectives I will be looking to address through this topic are:
· The factors and circumstances that lead to children being considered vulnerable and targets for Child Criminal Exploitation, Including the allure and reasoning as to why children would deem the lifestyle a viable life choice for them. 
· The social, political, financial, geographical etc. factors that can lead to exploitation 
· The systems and processes in place at the highest levels of these organised crime groups and how the disseminate the work down, as well as the logistics and background of how they carry out their operations. 
· Policing’s response to the crime and challenges posed – i.e. Op Quartz (management of young offenders, working to protect them and help steer them away from the life of crime) as well as SOC (Serious Organised Crime Team), TARIAN etc. who look to disrupt these organised crime groups at a higher level, the work they undertake and procedures and policies available to them – As well as how forces across the UK work together (either effectively or not) to address the problem, i.e. there is a large issue with County Lines Gangs establishing a network between London/Birmingham and Swansea, utilising the motorway and its easy connections 
· Look to ascertain whether a proactive or reactive approach is more effective in dealing with this type of organised crime, and the realistic approaches that are and can be taken to deal with it 

I will look to sample opinions and experiences from colleagues who work in both of the areas mentioned above, to gauge the opinions of officers dealing with both ends of the problem and the challenges they face as well as the things they believe can help policing move forward in dealing with this type of crime. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

What Is County Lines? | The Children's Society – This web article is an extremely informative resource that will help to shape the research I conduct into Child Criminal Exploitation. The Children’s Society focus on the impact on the children who are victims of, what they describe as abuse, via the form of the County Lines Gangs and their exploitation tactics. 

Stone, N. (2018). Child Criminal Exploitation: ‘County Lines’, Trafficking and Cuckooing. Youth Justice, 18(3), 285-293. https://doi.org/10.1177/1473225418810833 - This article published by Nigel Stone in 2018 sets out to tackle the same core problem as my research. I believe that, whilst this research does delve into the same areas of research as my own, it will be beneficial to the field to see how the problem of Child Criminal Exploitation has evolved in the 6/7 years since this article was published, as well as how the County Lines Gangs have adapted. Furthermore, I believe there to be more data to research and analyse through my research than would have been available to Nigel Stone during their research. 


Robinson, G., McLean, R., & Densley, J. (2019). Working County Lines: Child Criminal Exploitation and Illicit Drug Dealing in Glasgow and Merseyside. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 63(5), 694-711. https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X18806742


Maxwell, N. and Wallace, C., 2021. Child criminal exploitation in Wales.
· This is a particularly important article to discuss and review in relation to my own research, as it is specifically aimed at the exploitation within Wales. I believe that the gaps within this research can be filled by my own research and can help to improve and expand on the discussion by adding the views, expertise and knowledge from within Gwent and the exploitation faced there on a daily basis. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To address the primary question within my research, I am going to utilise the method of a questionnaire as my primary research method. I believe that canvasing the opinions, knowledge and experiences of my colleagues who work within the areas of public protection and exploited children, will give me the best possible source of data to inform my research. It will directly address the causes and consequences of child criminal exploitation and will apply directly to Gwent and the UK in the wider sense. 
I believe that this method is best suited to my research as, it gets opinions and expertise directly from people who work within that realm daily and know the challenges facing policing as well as the root causes of child criminal exploitation and the ins and outs of the processes and tactics from the organised crime gangs. 
I believe that the question sets will produce data that can help to supplement wider research, articles and projects from other researchers in the area and can help to discuss the overall question by providing more scope of the factors and impacts within the exploitation. 
The topic of child criminal exploitation is currently extremely prevalent. There is currently legislation being considered by the Government to address the exploitation and make the offences easier for Police forces to enforce. With the Home Office suggesting that the legislation would be designed to target the gangs and individuals who groom vulnerable children into criminal activity such as county lines gangs.
I believe that my research and the method of polling individuals who deal with the issue on a daily basis in a variety of ways, would allow for further insight into this and help to inform decision making. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I am intending to request that my colleagues within the Police force participate within my research. 
I will be looking to get participants from within the realm of Response policing, who work as so called quick fixes in the majority of situations involving child criminal exploitation, but who also deal with these child as missing persons, repeat offenders of petty thefts etc, on a daily basis. 
I will also look to seek the expertise of the ‘Op Quartz’ team who work within Public Protection Teams to safeguard and work with children who are at risk of exploitation. These colleagues will provide a unique insight and expertise on the subject matter and be able to provide a perspective that is otherwise difficult to achieve. 
I will also look to seek the expertise of the serious organised crime teams who address these gangs on a daily basis and see how they operate and how and why they target these children to accelerate there business/criminal interests. 
I believe that seeking the breadth of these 3 main focus areas, will allow me the best data sets and perspectives to begin to discuss and piece together the complex issues surrounding the child criminal exploitation from all different angles. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There may be ethical issues in the form of distress being caused to participants when undertaking the questionnaire, as a particular question may provoke memories or feelings that can overwhelm them. To mitigate this I will ensure that participants are aware that the questionnaire is voluntary and they can withdraw at any time. I will also ensure that they are aware of the support available to them if they feel affected by their participation in the research. 

To protect data breaches, I will operate the questionnaire under a cloak of anonymity by not requiring names or identifiable details from the participants. I will ask questions for example length of service within the police, but utilise ranges of numbers such as 1-3 years, so it is difficult to identify an individual, this protecting their identity and prevent data breaches. 

I will store all date collected and research on a secure, encrypted, password protected laptop that is Police issued and stored in a secure, locked locker, the key to which is possessed and retained by myself at all times. 


	TIME SCALE:

The initial planning phase of this research commenced on 03/01/2025 when entering my third year of study. 

I have considered the research proposal and ethics form prior to 24/02/2025. 

I anticipate that my entire research project will conclude by 06/10/2025. 

I will split the research project into further subsections, namely:
· Literature review (05/05/2025)
· Research methodology and planning (16/06/2025)
· Analysis of results (04/08/2025)
· Findings and conclusions (08/09/2025)
· Final project completion (06/10/2025) 


	REFERENCE LIST:

Below is the current reference list that I have generated from initial study and reading. I anticipate that a far more extensive reference list will be generated as my research progresses and takes different paths. 
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