OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26th September 2022 13:00, Year 5


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Science and Technology. Class consists of 30 pupils – 17 boys, 13 girls.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

On the topic of decomposing materials, the children are told they are going to be watching a video. The video has no speaking, only written text appears on the screen. Unprompted, a pupil asks if he can take notes about the video on a whiteboard. Immediately a lot of the class agree and start to produce their own. The teacher takes the opportunity to change the focus of the task to keep pupils engaged with the learning. The teacher now pauses the video, inviting the class to write down any facts they find interesting. The children are asked to discuss their own ideas towards recycling at each interval. This action leads into a whole class activity of the pupils coming up with objects and guessing how long it would take for them to decompose. They then use iPads to discover the correct answers. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Learners leading learning 
· Digital comptence 





	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· After lunch
· The pupils have a clear routine
· Pupils are allowed to sit where they want (next to their friends)








Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 27th September 2022 10:15, Year 1


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Breaktime. Class consists of 24 pupils, 10 girls, 14 boys.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The Researcher observed the class participating in a rotational set of activities, with pupils in pre-established groups determined by their Literacy, Mathematics and Numeracy, and Digital Competency levels. The pupils all had a sound engagement with their respective tasks and appeared confident in their approach, following an in-depth explanation from the Class Teacher for each activity table. Subsequent to the end of Session 1, the pupils were told to line up for their outside breaktime, however, just as the pupils had all put their coats on, it started to rain and the Class Teacher made the decision to keep the children in for a ‘wet play’. During this twenty-minute period where the children would typically be exuding their energy outside, they instead all sat on the carpet in their assigned spaces, and watched a cartoon that was projected onto the whiteboard, while the Class Teacher and Support Teacher constantly told them all to “be quiet”. Certain children became agitated during this time, even questioning aloud: “Why can’t we go outside?”. The Researcher observed that this was not due to a lack of understanding from the class in regards to the fact it was raining, but instead the pupils were confused as to why they could not equip themselves with coats that would protect them against the weather. As a result of missing outdoor play, the pupils were louder and unfocused in Session 2, becoming very physical with each other and the Class Teacher by jumping, pushing, throwing: all attributes that were not present in Session 1. To combat this, the Class Teacher got them to all stand up on their spot on the carpet and ‘shake out’ their bodies. The Researcher observed that the children did not move from their assigned carpet spots until half way through Session 2.







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


· Behaviour management
· Outdoor play
· The harm of digital technologies 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


· Busy enviornemnt inside
· Children are restless as they have missed playtime
· The lights are kept switched off
















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: September 26th 2022 09:30, Year 6


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Languages, Literacy and Communication. The class consists of 29 pupils – 16 boys, 13 girls.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The pupils are introduced to a new concept ‘Quick-fire write’. Some are apprehensive but the teacher guides them through – “Just watch the video, don’t worry about spelling”. By doing this, the teacher focuses the task, simplifying it for the learners needs and taking the pressure of the unknown task from their shoulders. However, as the pupils are about to begin the written aspect, a teacher comes to collect 4 pupils for piano lessons. When these pupils leave, the rest of the class continues the new task, slowly coming to terms with what is expected of them. After 30 minutes, the remaining pupils are confidently on task. The pupils who went to piano then return and are confused by the task as it has progressed beyond their understanding. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


· Do we give enough time to music development – does it hinder their educational development.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Quiet environemnt
· Start of the day
· Teacher has a clear expectation of them














