Production, Performance and Genre. 
‘Oh, What a Lovely War’

Four our group presentation we decided to focus on the play, Oh What a Lovely War. As out collaborative piece to our work we decided to create a music video, using Horrible Histories/Epic Rap battles of History as inspiration. 
Sadly, over the Christmas period, due to miscommunication this could not be achieved. This also meant my research done previous I could not include due to the word limit. 
Due to our limited time left and this miscommunication, we evaluated and came up with the plan that the actors would perform a scene, I would create a backdrop, Alaya would pick some historical music to play during the scene and Sarah would contribute through costume/hair. 
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Description automatically generated][image: ]To being my researched different sets that ‘Oh! What A Lovely War’, had been performed on. This was so that I could take inspiration from them and get an idea of what to create for the backdrop of our collaborative edition to our presentation. 
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I decided to look into these three sets in particular, as I felt that they had quite a range of look. This also gives me the opportunity to analyse the similarities between them, to gather what is necessary for a performance of ‘Oh, What a Lovely War’ so I can incorporate those needs into my own design of a set. An example of this would be open space, as shown in all three sets, there is hardly any prop or decoration on the stage itself, but instead just back drop. This is an essential rather than a style choice as the play itself needs as much space as possible to be performed efficiently. This is most likely why the set in the middle is quite bare, as the stage itself is so small.  
The theme of the circus also seems essential as all three of these stage productions are in clown uniform, the first image of the more modern production also has a circus tent backdrop further displaying this. Normally something like this would be considered a style choice, but after also reading the script and the fact that ‘Oh, What a Lovely War’ is a Satire of the war itself, portraying this through the lens of a circus. For these reasons I view it as an essential instead. 
Something that I would view as a style choice however is the lighting. The lighting in the first and last image is quite gloomy and dark, while the middle image has white walls and brighter lighting, but the staining is used to portray this dark and gloomy atmosphere instead. This brings me to the conclusion that a lot of the set design of ‘Oh, What a Lovely War’ is of the stage itself. Due to this, I will pick a stage as part of my design of my set so that I can incorporate elements of design within the theatre itself, as the architecture of the theatre itself becomes important. So, for this reason, I had a look at the set within the movie, released in 1969. So that I could gather some inspiration away from the strict requirements of the theatre production.
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While watching the movie, I had to keep in mind elements of design within it that I could then adapt to a theatre production. I sadly did not find much, but from the screenshots I took above you can see that there is tis repetition of a circus tent pattern throughout the movie. I believe this was used as a replacement for the clown costume within the stage performances, this also emphasises my point that that circus is an essential within ‘Oh. What a Lovely War’ rather than a style choice. 
[image: ]With this inspiration, I then picked what stage I would ideally pick out to use to put on a production of ‘Oh, What a Lovely War’, and this ironically brought me to my local Theatre. Pontardawe Art’s Centre. 

‘The original building was opened in 1908, and was repurposed as a cultural and arts centre in 1996.’ This meant that the theatre was built and opened just before the start of World War 1. This is perfect for a production of ‘Oh, What a Lovely War’ as it means the architecture of the building is in date to what a theatre would look like during the war, as I theorise it would be very unlikely anything new would being built in that time during the war effort. This would make the performance incredibly immersive to anyone who knows their architecture, but also because as this is my local theatre, I am aware of the many actor entrances which makes audience interaction that easier, as there are more opportunities for actors to run in and out of audience space. I also believe the flowery embellishments over the stage are quite reminiscent of the detailing around the stage in the third image across all images in this workbook.
To dress the stage itself I would put some flag bunting in a triangular shape across the railings on the second floor of seating, this is to relate to the different countries that took part in the war, and so only these countries flags would be included. This bunting would be made of fabric to link back to the circus and old-fashioned feel. I would also replace the dark blue drapes along the space for seating with circus tent drapes. And then I would add more drapery to the stage itself in the same circus tent pattern. I would like to drape it in a shape that mimics an inverted circus tent to further tie in that idea of the circus and that this is just a performance. To demonstrate this idea visually I have made a sketch, that will also act as the backdrop for our collaboration in our presentation. 
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To conclude my research and evaluate our performance, I am unhappy with my section of the presentation. As I had to come up with a lot of my research last minute so that we could collaborate I did not feel prepared to present, this was not helped by the fact that I had been unwell the morning of and could not be present for our group rehearsal. Due to both of these scenarios I left out information I had planned to say and did not talk for as long as I wished to. But to focus on our overall performance, I am happy with what we had produced as a group. Despite our previous conundrum, I think we collaborated well given the time we had left to do so in. I think we all focused on broad, niche enough areas to create an engaging and interesting presentation as a team, I really do believe that everyone had something to say that was interesting and not covered completely in a stereotypical WW1 lesson in school. Overall, the presentation itself went well, we collaborated efficiently to the extent we could, I do just wish the circumstances could have been better, both miscommunication and sickness, as my presentation on the day would have been better for it.
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