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1st section- 250 words- briefly explain your chosen research project including the reason for doing the research, the types of methods used to collect your data and the ethical considerations.
The research project I have chosen is to look into how poverty affects children in the early years. This will include children which are provided with free school meals, this will be particularly looking at children’s attitudes


2nd section 750 words – an in-depth consideration of your chosen research subject that will set out the reason for the research project. 

Define free school meals- 
In the UK and many other countries free school meals are available for children whom parents earn under a certain amount of money each year. According to Staffordshire County Council (2022) free school meals are provided by The Government if the household does not reach a certain amount of earnings. 
According to Lewis (2022) approximately 272,000 pupils in primary school are going to be entitled to free school meals by 2024. This is put in place by Plaid Cymru and the Labour Welsh Government. 
According to Griffiths (2022) stated, as his experience as a headteacher of a primary school. Around two-thirds of a class is entitled to free school meals. He also stated that there is a huge demand in free school meals. 
Poverty
According to Child Poverty (2022) their definition of child poverty: Is that children who are born into poverty are more likely to not have to access to fresh food and good nutrition’s. Also, the education they receive is not as good therefore, they thrive less compared to other children. Over the whole world there are around one billion children who are multidimensionally poor, this means that the children access the absolute basics and have a disadvantage compared to others.  
According to Public Health Scotland (2022) poverty has got many different negative impacts on children in the early years. Poverty can have an impact on children’s health- mental and physical, social awareness, emotional wellbeing, cognitive development, can have a negative impact on the child’s behaviour, and the children’s educational outcomes. Children born into poverty are more likely to experience health problems, this includes poor nutrition due to the food they eat and chronic disease. 
According to Wales Online (2022) In one area in Wales as many as 55% over half of the early years population in this area are growing up in poverty. The latest figures show that there are 179,367 children in Wales living in poverty. These figures have increased in just over a year by 38.473. Although, the living costs have gone up drastically. Therefore, families who are in poverty are struggling now more than ever. 
According to National Education Union (2019) “on a survey we did over three-quarters of the participants had demonstrated fatigue and poor concentration which is 78% in school as a result of poverty. More than half of the staff members- 57% have said that their students have experienced hunger due to poverty. 
Attainment 
According to Educational Attainment (2016) the definition of attainment in early years education. Educational attainment is the highest level of education completed by the student; this is the shown as an overall percentage of all the students in that specific age range. This includes secondary education, primary education and the early years. 
Attainment is put into place to measure the child’s achievement during school. This is then compared to a standardised expectation for the age range they are looking into. This is crucial for a school to do as the schools then therefore judged by the attainment of the student’s grades. It is also crucial as the teachers can therefore see the students progress and the children’s weaknesses (Attainment Grades, 2022). 
John Dewey had a theory of believing that children learn better by doing compared to learning by passively receiving. He believed that each child has different needs and learns in their own way, that each child is active and has their own way of exploring. John Dewey also believed that children need to interact with others and work independently although also with others. This shows that although there is attainment in place, that child might find it difficult with the way the teaching is going (Lorina, 2022). 

Teacher’s experience 
According to Child Poverty (2022) Poverty and education are inextricably linked. This is due to the fact that people living in poverty may stop going to education whether that is school, college or university to work instead. This therefore leads the people without the essential literacy and numeracy skills they need to further their careers. 
Link attendance to poverty 
Attendance is crucial for children to learn. Even in the early years it is essential that parents send their children to school. It is important for staff and parents to understand how important it is for children’s attendance (South Gloucestershire Council, no date found). 
(National Association of Education, 2022) Children’s attendance is so important as it can lead to more stress and can have a negative impact on children’s ability to succeed in school. Children in poverty especially need to attend school, the reason to this is children is poverty are less likely to access computers, internet at home. Therefore, if they are not attending school then children are missing essential skills which the need in life. Children in poverty may not want to attend school if the parents can not afford uniform. If children do not have the correct uniform, it can lead to bullying from other pupils. 






3rd section 1,500 words describe the process of how you will conduct your research project and evaluate the methods used. 
What to include-
 your chosen sample who and where why you chose that project, 
This research project will be looking at children in the early years. The setting is in a primary school in the infant age range where the early years are based. The research project is about poverty and how poverty affects children in the early years. I chose this research project as it is a very interesting project, I am hoping to find out how poverty affects children and in what way poverty affects children in school. 

Your chosen methods for doing your research project (e.g. interview, observation, questionnaire etc). You must consider why you chose the method (s) and their limitations. You must also consider why you did not choose one other method for collecting your data. 
The method I have chosen to use for my research project is interviews. I have chosen interviews as my method as I think it will give the best answers to my questions. There will be interviews going on with teachers with experience on how poverty affects the children they have previously taught.  
I have not chosen observation or questionnaires as my methods as I do not think it will provide a better outcome compared to interviews. I did not choose observations as it can give you a non-accurate result. Observations can also be biased. If you are observing the child and the child is aware you are observing them tchildren can get shy. An observation can sometimes not be accurate as the child could be having a bad day that day therefore, if you were to do an observation it would be more accurate if you did it more than once- an ongoing observation. According to Enser, (2017) there can be problems when you use observation as a method. As you are observing you can not see the learning taking place, instead you find what you believe. 
I did not choose questionnaires as a research method. The reason I did not choose questionnaires because some people feel forced to participate and sometimes participants will just tick any box to get it over and done therefore, they can lead you to a non-accurate result. According to Survey Marker, (2022) questionnaires can result in incorrect feedback, reluctance towards sensitive topics, ignorance to questions and different interpretations. Therefore, with questionnaires you could end up with one answer or multiple different answers. 
You must include a discussion on your choice of qualitative or quantitative data collection.
For this research project most of the data would be quantitative data as there would be interviews taking place with teachers. Therefore, the teachers would be looking at the comparison of children with free school meals compared to children who are not entitled to free school meals. These results would be in numbers as a percentage therefore it would be quantitative data. 
Quantitative research is to attain greater knowledge. You tend to find researchers using quantitative methods to observe the situations or events which affect people. Quantitative research produces objective data that can be clearly communicated through statistics and numbers (Williams, 2021). 
“Quantitative research is more preferred over qualitative research because it is more scientific, objective, fast, focused and acceptable. However, qualitative research is used when the researcher has no idea what to expect. It is used to define the problem or develop and approach to the problem” (Form plus, 2022)

You must describe triangulation, the purpose of it and why you felt it was needed / not needed for your research project
“Triangulation may be the use of multiple theories, data sources, methods or investigators within the study of a single phenomenon” (BMJ Journals, (2022). Triangulation was originally introduced into qualitative research in 1950. 
“Triangulation is a method used to determine the location of a fixed point based on laws of trigonometry” (UNAIDS, 2022).
According to UNAIDS, (2022) Triangulation is the use of multiple methods to study a situation. Triangulation is put into place to decrease the deficiencies and biases that come from if you are only using one method. There are four different type of triangulation: data triangulation- “is the use of a variety of data sources, including time, space and persons, in a study”, methods triangulation- “is the use of multiple methods to study a situation or phenomenon”, investigator triangulation- “is the use of more than one investigator, interviewer, observer, researcher or data analyst in a study”, theory triangulation- “is the use of multiple theories or hypotheses when examining a situation or phenomenon”. 
Triangulation is a great method to use as it gives you multiple different answers and opens people’s opinions. It is used to increase the credibility and validity of research findings. Credibility shows that the study is trustworthy, validity is a study that accurately reflects and evaluates the research and ideas being given. Multiple data are superior to a single data source. By using triangulation, you are combining theories and methods to ensure that nothing is bias. This gives a balanced result and enables validation of data and can be used in both qualitative and quantitative studies. By using triangulation, it gives you a solid final answer. 
Although triangulation is a great method to use, I have not felt the need in my research project. The method has chosen is interviews, I think the results I get from the interviews would be credible and useful therefore I have not used any other methods. 
Methodological considerations also need to be in place when you are doing a research project. “Methodological considerations to facilitate data collection involved adequate preparation prior to fieldwork, appropriateness and adequacy of the sampling and data collection approach, selection of consumers, the social or cultural context, practical and organisational skills; and ethical and sensitivity issues” (Mitchell, 2019). 



4th section 1,500 words ethical considerations 
this section will demonstrate a critical awareness of ethical issues related to working and researching with and for young children. 
How to gain consent from people and how you will know if they want to do it or not. 
When doing research project, you must ensure that the participants have a clear understanding of what you will be asking them. Especially during an interview with people, you have not met before, you must ensure they will be comfortable with what you are asking them. You must ensure the participants have a clear understanding therefore, from that the participants will be able to decide for themselves if they are happy to take part in the interview or not. 
According to The University of California, (2021) obtaining consent involves you thoroughly explaining the research project that you are going to being taking place. This involves assessing participant comprehension using a consent document. This is usually done by a written consent form / information sheet for the participant to use as a guide as an explanation of the interview. 
How to make sure you can protect confidentially and anomaly.
How to reduce risk to the participants the researcher and the university in conducting your research project. 
How to collect and share your data in line with guidelines and legislation. 
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