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Introduction

In this essay I will be writing about what landscape is and what it means to the people who interact with it. I have included a case study of The Three Gorges Dam to show our interactions with the land and I have discussed on both positive and negative results that have arisen as a result of human interaction. I also go on in explaining what the term ‘sense of place’ means to me and how I have created my own ‘sense of place’ with the ocean. Followed by looking into the history of early interpretations of the land and contrasting their views looking at both similarities and differences.  
 
What is Landscape?

When looking at the definition of landscape it can be defined as “a section or expanse of rural scenery, usually extensive, that can be seen from a single viewpoint.” (www.dictionary.com, 2019). This being said, there are two different types of landscapes, they are known as natural landscapes as well as cultural landscapes. However, when looking at the difference between the two main types of landscapes, a natural landscape is understood to be a landscape that has not been affect by man (Definitions.net, 2019). Whereas a cultural landscape is that of which has been changed by human activity (Definitions.net, 2019).

 Any type of landscape habitat is undoubtedly a home environment for any type of living organism. Therefore, as a result of this there are relationships built with the landscape creating a sense of place. In my point of view, when looking at the term ‘sense of place’ and how it might be created, I personally find that when looking at it from a humans’ perspective regarding a natural landscape, I therefore believe that it is created due to having a strong bond as well as a strong sense of history with the land. Continuously, when I myself think of what the term ’sense of place’ means to me and how I would personally define it is, as being at one with nature. 

This is without a doubt is the sensation of pure bliss that I am able to gain from the feeling of riding waves in the ocean and sailing across with my kite surf feeling the wind blow onto and through my face, followed the sensations which are felt when living by the sea and been able to interact with it on a daily basis. I personally feel that a strong bond has been created over the years spending hours and hours in the sea and as a result I have been able to create my own identity as a result of the enjoyment and the love for the ocean. Therefore, I personally feel that when looking at the landscape, the reason why it matters to me so much on such a personally note is due to the fact that despite being brought up in a society which is very close to Christianity, my family has also brought me up with an opened mind respecting different beliefs many which are close the pagan view and as a result I have been able to develop my love and respect of the earth.   

In my opinion, I feel that I have been able to create this special relationship with the ocean as a result of being brought up by the sea followed by the influences from my parents which have been able to embark me on my journey to find my own passion with the ocean. This relationship with the ocean has then sparked further interest with my relationship with nature. This is therefore, how I would personally describe how I have created my own Ecosophy regarding ‘sense of place’. For this reason, when looking at ‘The Nature Debate’, in my point of view I agree with the essence of (Thomas, 1975), and how us humans as a race are “embedded within nature” as oppose to contrasting views such as (Larsen,1992) whom then explains that how us as mankind are “set apart from it”. 

Consequently, I believe that not everybody has the same perceptions of the landscape therefore I feel strongly about how societies can have a strong impact on people’s ideology as a result of the culture of the landscape and as a result of us humans as a race, we have been able to alter landscape to meet our “required” needs in order to sustain life to the population. This has therefore been the outcome, taking into account the many different factors which have allowed these alterations of the landscape to occur. From beliefs to values to laws, politics and technologies, all of these factors have had major impact on our landscape and how it has been perceived.  

Continuously, despite the fact that all humans have different views of landscape and how it is usually perceived I mostly find after reading (Krause, 2001), he explains how landscape is perceived as a “holistic image”, therefore as a result of this, I personally find that when landscape is referred to, the image of beautiful sceneries are generically what comes to mind. it is a holistic view of seeing the world as a whole and the images that come to mind are those of when we think of our planet and how it is made up of a wide range of different environments from our oceans to our deserts to our forests etc. 

The way in which we perceive landscape has without a doubt been the result of the two main perspectives on the meaning of wilderness. Both of these concepts have been derived from what we know as the classical perspective followed by the romantic perspective. Firstly, the classical perspective was a result of the creation of urban and usable spaces in the 18th century this therefore shows us the mark of civilisation and progress. On the other hand, when looking at the romantic perspective which was a new form of perceiving the landscape, it was developed in the 19th century and led the romantic movement to unfold.  

When looking at the different types of attitudes and how they have been changed over time we are able to see that in both Eastern and Western cultures there was a significant change in their attitudes towards the landscape. “in both civilisations the change was from a religious attitude in which awe was combined with aversion, to an aesthetic attitude that shifted from a sense of the sublime to a feeling for the picturesque, to the modern evaluation of mountains as a recreational resource.” (Tuan, 1990, p71)

After reading (Tuan, 1990, p70-71), we are able to see the shift in the perception of the landscape where people’s views came mainly from religious beliefs.  (Tuan, 1990, p70) Illustrates the attitudes in the early stages of human history, he further goes on to explain on how mountains were perceived. He then goes on to explain how “the mountain was viewed with awe.” This therefore explains to us the reader how mountains produced overwhelming feelings of the unknown and how they were perceived as being dangerous and unable to be tampered with, especially regarding work day needs, for example farming as there would have been no interaction with the landscape. Fear was majorly felt widely across the globe, it was seen as the world’s axis and a place of sacred power as (Tuan, 1990, p70) explains to us how humans at the time believed that the mountains were a central point as they further held the belief that it was “the place where sky and earth met.” (Tuan, 1990, p70)   

An example of this is via the Mesopotamian belief, which was “Mesopotamia is located in the region now known as the Middle East, which includes parts of southwest Asia and lands around the eastern Mediterranean Sea” (History.com, 2019). Mesopotamia is also known for having some of the earth earliest societies (History.com, 2019). When looking at their beliefs and the way in which they perceived the mountains, is that they saw the mountain as “the Mountain of the Lands” which saw them to believe in the unification of the earth and the heavens and was again seen to have sacred and cosmic powers which human spirit was able to “pass from one cosmic level to another”. (Tuan, 1990, p70)   

On the other hand, when looking at the different environmental attitudes that were constructed in the early stages of man we are able to see a different perspective when looking at the Hebrew belief and the way in which their society perceived landscape. After reading (Tuan, 1990, p70-71), we are able to see a completely new perspective when looking at mountains how it varies when looking into the different cultures. (Tuan, 1990, p70-71) goes on to explain how The Hebrews had a strong positive spiritual outlook towards them. He further goes on to illustrate how “They could feel the peace of the everlasting hills and had uplifted up their eyes to the mountains, which were an index of the Divine.” Showing us the reader the difference when looking at the way in which the land had been interpreted as oppose to other beliefs as we have previously seen with that of Mesopotamian belief. As the Hebrews saw that “They were creations for which one gave thanks (Deuteronomy 33:15)”. (Tuan, 1990, p70-71)

In addition to this, the Greeks on the other hand had another type of outlook when perceiving their mountainous landscape. It was seen to them as being “wild and terrifying” (Tuan, 1990, p70-71) as there was a lot of uncertainty as they were not able to grasp fully the concept of the landscape, this being said they still viewed their mountains in an inspiring manner. The Romans however, “felt little sympathy for the mountains which they described as aloof, hostile and desolate” (W.W. Hyde, 1915) They therefore believed that the land was barren had nothing to offer and as a result of the mountainous regions being so remote they did not find much interest in them, when looking at their interaction with their landscape.  

Additionally, when looking at the early Chinese and the way in which they were perceiving the land their attitudes changed over time. Similarly, to the Greeks, the Chinse also in early history had similar perceptions of the land as they also viewed the mountains with fear and dislike. This however, was a result of how they interpreted their landscape as (Tuan, 1990, p70-71) illustrates how when viewing the mountains “They were covered in forest. The habitation of monkeys and apes, mountains were wrapped in mist, and so high up that the sun was hidden (viz. Chu Yuan 332-296 B.C)”.  (Tuan, 1990, p70-71), helps us understand how an aura of mystery had been created as a result of other inhabitants such as wildlife followed by roles that the sun and the mist also played on the society. However, this being said, perceptions of the land changed over time in a very similar way to the Greeks. Both civilisations changed their views from fear and uncertainty to a more appealing attitude which therefore allowed to embrace the landscape shifting their attitudes to a worthier admiration of the mountains. (Tuan, 1990, p70-71)  

Nevertheless, this being said, we are able to again see different perceptions of the landscape and as a result of the never-ending evolving technologies accompanied by politics and as landscape as a location or a place. Dams are a result of huge engineering projects that have massive effects on the landscape despite the benefits that we are able to witness such as flood management as this then helps the avoidance of farmers losing out on their hardly worked crops (Fema.gov, 2019). Despite the massive amounts of storage of water, the generation of electricity plays an important role especially in government policies and manifestos. This I believe is due to the fact that “Hydropower is considered clean because it does not contribute to global warming, air pollution, acid rain, or ozone depletion.” (Fema.gov, 2019).
  
Regardless of these benefits and how they may seem to supposedly be green energy which is been produced. When looking at The Three Gorge Dam in China we are able to see how the landscape was seen as an artefact, this is due to the fact that the dam was seen both as a cultural and historical interest made by man (Dictionary.cambridge.org, 2019). After reading (Wu et al., 2004), we are able to realise that despite The Three Gorge Dam benefits it has also lead to disadvantages within the landscape. Nevertheless, when combining landscape been seen as topography followed by landscape as environment or habitat we are able to gather the understanding of numerous different types of studies of landscapes as groupings and structures, along with the influences that surround man which include the flora, the fauna, the climate, water and soil. 

Therefore, when looking at the negative impacts that have affected the landscape as a result of these studies concerning The Three George Dam in China, ecologists world-wide have raised awareness as a result of the influence on biodiversity and ecological process in the region (Wu et al., 2004). Furthermore, the Three Gorge Dam has also been linked to environmental modifications which may lead to result in numerous regional changes. However, not only this but changes in terrestrial aquatic biodiversity in addition further changes in the ecosystem structure, as well as its functioning (Wu et al., 2004). After reading (Wu et al., 2004) and as a result of the alteration of the landscape and the negative impacts that the Three Gorge Dam is having on its surrounding this is therefore allowing more awareness to ecologists and environmentalist around the world to interact with this landscape in new ways as it could provide opportunities for habitat fragmentation experiments on a grand scale (Wu et al., 2004). To sum up the interaction with the landscape, such research shows that it would undoubtedly help in order to improve and advance the practice of conservation followed by promoting public education world-wide as well as it will stimulate global wide collaborations.   
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