Forum 3 – The Shipman’s Tale

Chaucer’s The Shipman’s Tale is a fabliau which is a form of satirical comedy written in verse. The characters were of the lower and middle classes as well as peasants, the clergy and women. The characters are often ridiculed especially the women. The poems were intended for the aristocracy and it was the noble class who would write the poems.

 Chaucer disables the fabliaux by reversing their role and as in The Shipman’s Tale and The Wife of Bath’s Tale, the women have the upper hand.


A fabliau was intended to mock the lower classes. In reality it was the noble classes telling stories about their own kind.

Women in the fabliau often get punished in the end and yet we see the wife in The Shipman’s Tale owning up that she has spent the money and uses her head for business to trade further with the husband. 

The wife is a business woman. 

When she meets in the garden, her business plan has already been worked out. There had been occasions in the past where the wife and the monk had been together alone, flirting and the occasional innuendo. She knew what she was doing and knew that the monk would oblige. 

The twist is often used in the popular theme lover’s gift and Chaucer with his brilliant creative mind adds another twist where the woman is always in control. 
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