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Executive Summary
Within this report the main points that have the most focus on is to find out how the Virtual Learning Environment have helped the students or not. Actually, it will be following to find out how VLE impacted the students as during the pandemic the classes were held online and they had to use more the Virtual Learning Environment. A survey was conducted in order to figure out how this phenomyenon impacted the students and for this reason, there will be done an analysis regarding the results after a number of approximately 30 students will answer the questions. On a general basis, there will be presented also the advantages and disadvantages of the Virtual Learning Environment as it should create a wider image using secondary data. A conclusion about the overall impact of the Virtual Learning Environment will be withdrawn at the end of the report. 

Introduction
The Virtual Learning a environment is a new concept that was implemented during the Covid-19 Pandemic as an urgent measurement so the students can continue to learn even if the negative situation occurred and being the lockdown. As the students and all the global population was not allowed to get out of their homes, the normal life should be going on and the students should not interrupt studies and waste time so the majority of the Universities worldwide have adopted the Virtual Learning Environment such as Moodle. (Tech Target, 2011)
The Virtual Learning Environment it’s a tool that helps students have access to all the materials, images and videos provided by the professors in order to acquire knowledge about the module they are teaching. For example, there are lecturers that will most likely give video examples about the learnt theories and show how successful business people are implementing those theories so the students can have a wider image about the power of the certain information.  (Phillips, 2020)
The Virtual Learning Environment requires a minimum level of computer skills due to the fact that everything is happening from the computer or laptop. For this reason, adapting to the Virtual Learning Environment the students were not going physically to courses but attend classes online from the comfort of their homes. 
As the traditional way of learning so, going to the University on a daily basis happen before, now the compulsory presence within Universities consists of being active and online on the Virtual Learning Environment platform used by the University and pay attention to the information provided by the lecturer. (IGI Global, 2022)

Background
Within the report there will be gathered primary data that will allow the author to further transform it in secondary data based on the answers of the survey that was conducted online on SurveyMonkey platform. 
Primary data can be defined as the raw information or statement given by a person through the form of a speech, interview or their answers to certain questions. For this reason, The primary data is collected by the author via the answers of the questions that will have as the main focus the VLE so further to highlight the impact of it on the students. Actually, the impact will be interpreted and for this reason, the primary data will be transformed in secondary data. Another way to gather secondary data is citing and paraphrasing from the credible sources that will have the main aim and objective to highlight the advantages and disadvantages of the Virtual Learning Environment. 

Aims and Objectives
The main advantage of the VLE is the fact that it comes in a form of smart learning which means that there will not be a Omer necessary to use the pen, the notebook or other physical tools used within the traditional method of learning but everything can be done with the e personal computer or laptop from any part of the world. Actually, it brings greed for the students to travel, to stay in their mother country or in any place on the earth were there is access to internet connection.  This advantage is unique and brings the students numerous opportunities. (Johnson, 2020)
For example, the students are now having the option to work a full time job and get days off while attending courses which means not just the fact that they will increase their monthly revenues but also will accumulate experience in the work field. This can be done also in the form of a volunteering action, internship and also, will be paid off by accumulating the necessary practical experience required by any employee while finishing higher education. (Simunovic, 2004)
On the other hand, not needing to go by bus to the University campus or even pay a rent in the city the University is located seems that gives the students certain opportunities to save money and further invest into a business or even in courses that will help them acquire new skills and be more professional at the end of their studies. (OECD, 2020)
Having access to multiple tools such as more information on a discussed topic is also giving any student the opportunity to do more researches on the learn subject and easier acquire the needed information. (Luaran et al., 2014)
However, worth mentioning is the excellent opportunity of managing the time as you want as a student should be mentioned as a great advantage of the Virtual Learning Environment as it allows them to have access to all the materials at any time so the schedule of the learning process can be done as the student likes. For example, If the student works 4 days per week, it can manage it’s time in the rest of the three days to learn and work on the projects required by the professors. (Portuguez et al., 2019)
On the other behalf, the Virtual Learning Environment can cause affection in the lives of the students and these are also worth to be discussed. For example, the lack of real contact between people will most likely generate a lack of communication skills and a certain feeling of defense when everything will be back to normal again and the students will be required to go to classes and learn in he traditional way. (CIF Training, 2018)
Furthermore, another disadvantage is the fact that there can be misunderstandings regarding the time-table, difficulties of using the VLE platforms due to technical issues which will make the learning process harder. As these kind of issues happen, the students and lecturers can become more irritated and this ultimately leads to a certain instability and lack of motivation. (Creighton, 2018)
Limitations regarding the face to face contact will most likely lead to certain lacks in matter of practicing the acquired knowledge as well as leading to discussions with no positive outcomes. As there are no face to face contact, team building and brainstorming will be harder to get via a desktop if we are comparing with the traditional learning method that allowed the students actually spend time together and communicate easier. (Sprague, 2020)
Clarification in real time will be harder to get which will probably lead to delays. For example, if the professor will give the assignment brief to the students and they will not be convinced that they have fully understood what the tasks require, they will most likely ask for clarifications from the professor via e-mail. This kind of situation will lead to a difficulty for the professor to answer all the inquiries of the students and it will delay the process of them to start working on their assignments. At the same time, not noticing an e-mail or writing down the wrong e-mail address can lead to a lot of confusion. (Cook, 2022)

Method
The survey is conducted via SurveyMonkey.com website and it will target the class mates and other students from the same University so there will be. Easier to clarify what kind of impact the Virtual Learning Environment has on the students. The questions are meant to highlight the good and bad aspects of the Virtual Learning Environment and the students were assured that their answers will remain anonymous. If there will not be enough answers for the Survey, the author will share it through its personal social media platforms in order to acquire more visibility and get the expected outcome.

Results: 

1. How would you rate the Moodle from 1 to 5? (1 is considered not useful and 5 will be considered very useful) 
a. 1 - 3 out of 30
b. 2 - 0 out of 30
c. 3 - 7 out of 30
d. 4- 12 out of 30
e. 5- 7 out of 30

2. Has Moodle enhanced your computer skills?
a. Yes - 90%
b. No - 10%

3. Did you manage to find enough materials in order to acquire knowledge on Moodle?
a. Yes - 100%
b. No - 0%

4. Would you prefer to continue to use Moodle as a method of learning? 
a. I prefer Moodle - 65%
b. I prefer the traditional learning style - 5%
c. I prefer combined learning styles - 30%

5. Have you encountered difficulties using Moodle?
a. Yes - 10%
b. No - 90%

6. Did you get the expected guidance from the professors to be able to use Moodle?
a. Yes - 95%
b. No - 5%

7. Do you consider stressful the remotely learning process?
a. Yes - 15%
b. No - 85%

8. Do you have high-speed internet at home in order to be able to use Moodle? 
a. Yes - 100%
b. No - 0%

Discussion
According to the first question in the survey, regarding how useful Moodle is considered by the students, most of them out of 30 students gave 3, 4 and 5 which confirms the fact that the students find useful the Virtual Learning Environment and it actually has positively impacted the community of the students that have answered the questions from the survey. By the fact that 90% of the students have considered that using Moodle enhanced their computer skills there can be say that it had a positive impact by helping the students acquiring new skills or even develop them in a good way. However, it is important that the students enhance their computer skills due for the fact that it will be required by any kind of employer that they can make a full use of the computer and it’s tools. The satisfaction of all 30 students that have answered the third question regarding if they have found the necessary materials on Moodle in order to a writer the desired knowledge and at the same time to use them to create the required essays and reports. The fourth question was about what kind of learning style students consider that is a better fit for them and as expected, 65% of the students would rather prefer Moodle over the traditional style while those who would go back to attend physical classes were only 5%. The rest of 30% are ok with combining the learning styles and both using Moodle but attend physical classes also. The city question required the students to state if they have encountered difficulties by using Moodle. The results were in favor for Moodle because 90% of the students did not encountered issues so they have used happily Moodle platform during the COVID-19 Pandemic lockdowns. Another positive aspect that can be analyzed due to the survey is the fact that the students answering the questions consider that their professors have guided them and helped them to overcome any challenge and at the same time to acquire knowledge using Moodle platform. On the other hand, there were 15% of the students that are considering remotely learning stressful and this can mean that they have not adapted successfully to the new learning style but the rest of 85% are fully into learning remotely without having any stress. As the last question have related about having high-speed internet at home in order to be able to use Moodle and attend classes, all the students gave a positive answer.

Conclusion
In conclusion, Virtual Learning Environment- Moodle was actually a game changer for the students that have never experienced remotely learning before. Although there were a few Universities that have been practicing remotely learning and using Moodle as a Virtual Learning Environment, most of the students were new in adopting this learning style. According to the survey, we can clearly see that most of the students have successfully adapt to VLE and accepted it as it brings numerous benefits for them. Although the Covid-19 Pandemic have forced the Universities to make a drastic change, there were multiple benefits for both sides and students consider it had a positive impact on them even if there are some disadvantages also such as not being able to attend face to face discussions or doing real-life team-work.
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Appendix 1:

1. How would you rate the Moodle from 1 to 5? (1 is considered not useful and 5 will be considered very useful) 
a. 1 
b. 2 
c. 3 
d. 4
e. 5

2. Has Moodle enhanced your computer skills?
a. Yes 
b. No 

3. Did you manage to find enough materials in order to acquire knowledge on Moodle?
a. Yes 
b. No 

4. Would you prefer to continue to use Moodle as a method of learning? 
a. I prefer Moodle
b. I prefer the traditional learning style
c. I prefer combined learning styles

5. Have you encountered difficulties using Moodle?
a. Yes 
b. No 

6. Did you get the expected guidance from the professors to be able to use Moodle?
a. Yes 
b. No 

7. Do you consider stressful the remotely learning process?
a. Yes 
b. No 

8. Do you have high-speed internet at home in order to be able to use Moodle? 
a. Yes 
b. No
