Are financial pressures in the HE sector causing a ‘dumming
down’ of how and what is being taught on degree level courses?

An increasing number of students are entering degree level art
and design courses straight from completing an A level (or equivalent)
qualification. In previous years it was a prerequisite of art schools that
joining students would have attended and successfully completed a
toundation level course in art and design.

It is becoming common place that a majority of first year
students in a class are beginning HE courses with considerable gaps
in their creative education. Previously these gaps would have been
filled by spending a year on a foundation course. Now, however, HE
course modules are being rewritten to accommodate these gaps in
student’s knowledge.

How are the creative arts to be taught in the new curriculum
in Wales and the rest of the Uk in the future? What changes
need to be made to equip new students with the skills they
need for a Higher Education and the PCET sedctor?
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