Discuss public debtors in classical Athens.

As an Athenian citizen, a public debtor was someone who didn’t meet a payment on such things as a fine or a public bid on a contract. [[footnoteRef:1]] Due to Lysikles’ outstanding payment on the mine he had leased with three others, he too has become a public debtor and has lost his citizens’ rights. Once someone becomes a public debtor, they automatically lose their rights as a citizen, but they cannot lose their citizenship if they are Athenian born. [[footnoteRef:2]] A public debtor would lose his rights through atimia[[footnoteRef:3]] and would receive an apographe which was a list of items which would be taken off of said list and sold to meet the debt.[[footnoteRef:4]] [1:  Todd, S. C. (1995) The Shape of Athenian Law. United States: Oxford University Press inc. p.143.]  [2:  Harrison, A. R. W. (1971) The Law of Athens: Procedure. London: Oxford University Press inc. p.83.]  [3:  Todd, S. C. (1995) The Shape of Athenian Law. United States: Oxford University Press inc. p.182.]  [4:  Todd, S. C. (1995) The Shape of Athenian Law. United States: Oxford University Press inc. p.118.] 

In the speech of Demosthenes 37, it details a trail which is taking place around someone who is classed as a public debtor. The speech states that there was a transaction made while one of the partners was away, however, he does not know what it was as they “do not tell the same story”.[[footnoteRef:5]] This corelates to Lysikles’ situation as has told others that he gave the money to one of his partners, who has said that he gave the money to Lycon, Diodoros’ slave.  [5:  Dem. 37 6.] 

In Athens, those who were “state debtors were subject to ἀτιμἰα” until the debt they owed was payed off completely. [[footnoteRef:6]]  Due to this, it also means that the public debtors heirs, in this case if Lysikles could not pay the debt during his lifetime, it would be passed on to his own heirs. [[footnoteRef:7]] This also meant that due to his lack of citizen rights, he could not take someone to trial, and even if the public suit was dropped or if the prosecution failed to collect “one fifth of the votes”, it was likely that someone would be ‘fined 1000 drachmai”. [[footnoteRef:8]] [6:  Harrison, A. R. W. (1971) The Law of Athens: Procedure. London: Oxford University Press inc. p.83.]  [7:  Harrison, A. R. W. (1971) The Law of Athens: Procedure. London: Oxford University Press inc. p.83.]  [8:  Harrison, A. R. W. (1971) The Law of Athens: Procedure. London: Oxford University Press inc. p.83.] 

In conclusion, according to Athenian laws, “once a citizen”, someone was always a citizen if they were born in Athens, and this goes for public debtors. [[footnoteRef:9]] So, in theory, Lysikles, although he has lost his rights, would still be a citizen and if he paid doubled amount in dull, he would regain his rights. [[footnoteRef:10]] [9:  Harrison, A. R. W. (1971) The Law of Athens: Procedure. London: Oxford University Press inc. p.83.]  [10:  Todd, S. C. (1995) The Shape of Athenian Law. United States: Oxford University Press inc. p.143.] 
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