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	The topic of this dissertation is impact on childhood neglect on adult criminal behaviours and more effective ways of prevention. Here a questionnaire was distributed to gain insight into officer’s view and opinion on if they worked within a deprived area and if they thought that the crime rate was higher here. Subsequently, questions were asked about current preventive methods on how effective they thought that they were. The data collected was very insightful and had a majority the same answers to what was expected, they showed that officers that worked in a deprived area thought that the crime rate was higher here despite it being down 10% on the previous year. It also revealed that a lot of officers felt that criminal behaviours were learnt and in fact a produce of their environment, which there is some evidence to suggest, however, this is a deterministic view as it does not consider individual agency and the role of free will. It was also revealed that the major agreed that lack of government funding and educational opportunities were to the reason for this. In the second part of the questionnaire the questions were focused on preventive methods that were currently available and how effective the participants thought they were, again the majority agreed that there was a need for improvement here. This is an area of interest as there is common debate that an individual’s behaviours and individual agency are indirectly impacted by their environment, and the magnitude of a parents influence upon an individual, and in turn the effects on the onset adolescent and adult criminal behaviour. Overall, the results of the research here were insightful and have led to recommendations that would be beneficial in combatting these issues effectively and efficiently. The research contribution has been beneficial also to the insight and role that stigma can play, and ways in which improvement can help increase public confidence and trust. With all the research and evidence that has been conducted, the aim of this research question is to fill the gap that has been identified as well as being able to explore solutions and the validity of a prevention. Prevention is the goal with youth crime, but this again is not a simple as it first may seem, the implications of policing for more effective crime prevention are multifaceted, necessitating a shift towards proactive strategies that prioritize community engagement and evidence-based practices. Proactive policing has emerged as a promising approach to reducing crime, particularly in urban settings where certain areas, often referred to as "hot spots," experience elevated levels of criminal activity. 
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Introduction
The topic of this dissertation will be ‘Impact on childhood neglect on adult criminal behaviour and more effective ways of prevention’. In this ever-changing environment the percentage of youth and young adult committing offenses has risen expeditiously and fall hand in hand with the criminological risks such as alcohol and substance abuse. This topic is one in which there is much research already conducted and criminological insight that show correlations between the impact of neglect during childhood and the onset of criminal behaviours and tendencies; this allows for a large amount of research to be considered when drawing upon a conclusion. This is an area of interest as there is common debate that an individual’s behaviours and individual agency are indirectly impacted by their environment, and the magnitude of a parents influence upon an individual, and in turn the effects on the onset adolescent and adult criminal behaviour. The objective of this research is to explore preventive methods and how well this work and alternatively the impact in which these have on criminal behaviours. Childhood neglect is a significant issue that has far-reaching consequences, particularly in relation to adult criminal behaviour. Research indicates that childhood neglect can be as damaging as physical or sexual abuse, leading to a range of adverse outcomes including increased risks of violent behaviour in adulthood (Allen, 2018).  The effects of neglect often manifest as internalizing and externalizing behaviours, delayed emotional and cognitive development, and substance abuse issues. These factors contribute to a higher propensity for violent crime later in life, underscoring the urgent need for effective prevention strategies. With all the research and evidence that has been conducted, the aim of this research question is to fill the gap that has been identified as well as being able to explore solutions and the validity of a prevention. Prevention is the goal with youth crime, but this again is not a simple as it first may seem. The initial early intervention programme was first purposed and rolled out in May 1999 and was branded ‘catch them early’ and its main objective was to identify young individuals that were considered on the cusp of committing a crime and instead of waiting by acting early enough with the right support and help via the use of discipline framework as a means to prevent, with this being an area of much political focus(Blyth. M, and Solomon. E, 2009).    There is a growing body of research examining how neglect during childhood can lead to the development of criminal behaviors in later life. However, several gaps exist within this research that must be addressed to gain a more complete understanding of the relationship between childhood neglect and criminality. By identifying these gaps, we can open the door for more effective interventions and preventive measures. One significant gap in the research is the lack of longitudinal studies that track individuals over a long period. Many existing studies focus on shortterm outcomes, making it difficult to determine how early neglect impacts behavior over time. For example, a child may show signs of aggression in adolescence, but without long-term research, it remains unclear whether this behavior continues into adulthood or if it can be resolved through intervention. Developing studies that follow children into adulthood would help clarify how early experiences shape later behaviours which was highlighted during the literate review that was conducted. The aim is to also explore current preventive methods and how effective they are s well as ways in which this can be improved. By improving, reviewing and fostering a culture of learning it means that the policing service can remain up-to-date and relevant in this everchanging environment. 
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The research question in which I aim to study is ‘Impact of childhood neglect on adult criminal behaviours’, of interest as there is common debate that an individual’s behaviours and individual agency are indirectly impacted by their environment and the magnitude in which a parents influence and in turn the effects on adolescent and adult criminal behaviour. The first objective of this research is, to explore societies perception between under privileged areas and the overall impact this has on crime rates. It is strong argued by Trust for London (2025) that living in a deprives area buts an individual at higher risk of developing criminal tendencies within adolescents well as being more likely to become a victim of violent crime. It is also argued by The Health Foundation (2025) that living within areas that are considered to be under privileged partially guarantees a high volume of criminal behaviour within all forms. However, in contrast, the rates of youth crime have decreased by 10% since the previous year, however, the type of crimes that were committed by youths has become more violent, with violence against the person and public order offenses increased by 2% (YJB, 2022).  Here there is a gap within research that has been used within the development of questions asked within the research conducted below. Additionally, it is also suggested that very little is known about parental influence on a child’ ability to respond to negative peer pressure and their willingness to conform to criminal types of behaviours and how vertical socialization compares to oblique socialization in these case’ (Diaz. C, 2020), with this study revealing that there is strong evidence to suggest that ‘spill overs on youth criminal activity and of negative effects with parental involvement’. In this ever-changing environment the percentage of youth and young adult committing offenses has risen expeditiously and fall hand in hand with the criminological risks such as alcohol and substance abuse. This topic is one in which there is much research already conducted and criminological insight that show correlations between the impact of neglect during childhood and the onset of criminal behaviours and tendencies. There is evidence that strongly suggests that children that has experiences of child abuse/neglect during their childhood then the probability of being involved in later criminality doubles when compared against those that did not experience childhood abuse/neglect with the effects of this being felt heavier on those from low socio-economic status backgrounds. The second objective of this research is to explore current youth crime preventive methods and how effective these are however, before this question can be fully examined first the concept of culpability must be considered. The term culpability is comprehended by responsibility or being at fault, in terms of a crime, culpability would be referred to as guilty, perhaps. However, here the extent in which an individual is culpable ranges, it is not as simple as guilty or not guilty. For example, if an adult and a child commit the same crime should they be punished the same? Or if a person was suffering from a mental disorder, then then culpability is diminished. This idea of culpability is considered with youth crime, whereas ‘punishment’ is seen more as rehabilitative and here the role of mitigation plays a crucial role in blame and punishment. There has been research conducted by Elizabeth S. Scott and Laurence Steinberg (2008) that suggested that within developmental psychology there are several characteristics, (such as deficiencies in decision-making, greater vulnerability and external coercion) that lead to the ‘unformed’ nature of adolescent character and ways in which this mitigates culpability. This is relevant to the research question as it allows for the viewpoint that there is evidence to suggest that young offenders are not as culpable as adults, it also would suggest that youth crime is a product of an unformed character. The gap within the research here that is explored later in the research conducted is the stigma that surrounds the onset of criminal behaviours and how effective preventive methods are. To summarize, the adolescent brain reacts differently to stimuli than the adult brain. The combination of exaggerated sensitivity to the rewards offered by many high-risk behaviours, a reduced sensitivity to adverse effects, and the insufficient power of immature frontal cognitive control all contribute to adolescent risk-taking. However, the limitation of this study is there is no define reasoning as to why the brain develops in this way and little to no research in to how experience of abuse within childhood could create these characteristics and this is where the second objective of how effective current preventive methods are. Current policing preventive methods have gained attention in previous years, particularly with the rise of innovative strategies that are aimed at reducing crime and improving community relations as well as building public trust. These strategies, such as community policing and problem-oriented policing are among those that are more effective approaches that have evolved from extensive research and practical application (Braga & Weisburd) to improve the internal validity. Community policing emphasizes the importance of building partnerships between policing agencies and communities to collaboratively address public safety issues and tackled crime effectively. This approach has been shown to foster positive relationships and trust between police officers and members of the community which ultimately, leads to improved crime prevention.
However, while such innovative techniques appear promising at a glance, their effectiveness can be influenced by various contextual factors. However, in contrast it is argued that community engagement remains a pivotal factor in enhancing the effectiveness of policing strategies. Research indicates that fostering trust between police and community members can lead to improved cooperation in crime prevention efforts (McLendon, 2024) and if within a community there is a deep-rooted mistrust of police members will be less likely to report crime which in turn skews data attempts that are ultimately used in the development and deployment of current preventive methods. It was concluded by Smith and Thornberry (1995) that measure of officially recorded child abuse was linked closely with more serious forms of crime, including by not limited to, theft, assault and anti-social behaviour in adolescent’. It is important to note here that during this research the association between abuse types was not maintained when certain demographics such as gender, race and family structure were considered, here this is a limitation of the study as this greatly affects the internal validity and makes it difficult to expand the findings into other areas. There however, was a causation link that was found during this study between the frequency of abuse reports and violent crime through the ages of 13 to 17 years old. This leading to the researchers to conclude that multiple child abuse reports lead to an increased risk of youth violent offensives later being committed as well as an increased risk of substance abuse and child abuse perpetration in adulthood. However, there is little to no evidence into the unique effects on adulthood criminality verse the type of abuse either physical or emotional and thus the compounding risk of abuse chronicity. One possible explanation of this could be a theory that is referred to as social learning theory. Albert Bandura’ social learning theory is described within his book (social learning theory, 1977) as "most human behaviour is learned observationally through modelling: from observing others one forms an idea of how new behaviours are performed, and on later occasions, this coded information serves as a guide for action". Which means that every individual experience different environment during childhood whether this be positive or negative and this indirectly has an impact on development of criminal behaviours and tendencies. For example, if a child’ environment and relationships within the home is hostile they are very likely to display the same behaviours outside of the home. This assumption gives a strong indicator that the act of violence is a learned behaviour within childhood and repeated in their adult relationships and develops an understanding social learning principles can be used to address problematic behaviours by identifying and modifying the social influences that may be contributing to them. Here it is vital to understand the causation of criminality to develop and deploy effective and efficient preventive methods, which leads to the third objective of this study which is to explore additional preventive methods.  
 	With all the research and evidence that has been conducted, the aim of this research question is to fill the gap that has been identified as well as being able to explore solutions and the validity of a prevention. Prevention is the goal with youth crime, but this again is not a simple as it first may seem. The initial early intervention programme was first purposed and rolled out in May 1999 and was branded ‘catch them early’ and its main objective was to identify young individuals that were considered on the cusp of committing a crime and instead of waiting by acting early enough with the right support and help via the use of discipline framework as a means to prevent, with this being an area of much political focus (Blyth. M, and Solomon. E, 2009). The ‘Pre-crime Division’ in minority report suggest that they target to intervene where young individuals are ‘thought’ to be likely to commit a crime via the use of providing help and support to those normally aged between 8 and 17 who may have been referred via different routes such as education or social care routes.   The limitation of early intervention is that it relies on practitioners being able to effectively identify predict those young individuals that are at risk of engaging in criminal behaviour before a crime has been committed it is also important to note that early intervention has pros it also runs the risk of labelling young individuals that have not yet committed any criminal offenses as ‘pre criminals’ which can create stigma within a community that may be considered as at risk for young offenders. Instead, an approach that advocated social justices would be much more effective as there is no labelling or stigmatization of young individuals and focus largely on creating opportunities and goals for young individuals in a positive way which would increase validity and relevance in turn (Creaney. S, 2012). 
To conclude, in this ever-changing environment the percentage of youth and young adult committing offenses has risen expeditiously and fall hand in hand with the criminological risks such as alcohol and substance abuse. This topic is one in which there is much research already conducted and criminological insight that show correlations between the impact of neglect during childhood and the onset of criminal behaviours and tendencies; this allows for a large amount of research to be considered when drawing upon a conclusion.   There is evidence that strongly suggests that children that has experiences of child abuse/neglect during their childhood then the probability of being involved in later criminality doubles when compared against those that did not experience childhood abuse/neglect with the effects of this being felt heavier on those from low socio-economic status backgrounds. This dissertation will aim to identify and analysis links between these two variables and find a solution in which to successfully reduce this more effectively than early intervention programme that were earlier proposed. There are a number of ethical considerations that must be carefully considered during this research, such as but not limited to, the risk of harm being minimised to those that participate, this could include ensuring that anyone who part-took in a survey about their childhood were psychologically protected and left the study in the same psychological state in which they began (protection from harm). Also ensuring that any participants were made aware of their right to withdraw their data from the study at any given time (right to withdraw) and that the identities of those that part-took were protected (confidentiality) and that correct fully informed consent was given for the data collection. It is clear from the evidence and research concluded above that there is a gap within research that considers all aspects, emotional and physical abuse alongside biological aspects (For example, is a person born a criminal?) and environmental aspects (such as are behaviours such as violence learnt?) with the inclusion of the value of individual agency and freewill choices which have high internal validity so that it determines whether observed effects in a study are truly caused by the independent variable, or if other factors are influencing the results. Without high internal validity, any conclusions about a cause-and-effect relationship are unreliable. The three main objectives that have been highlighted above and will be prevalent through this research are, to explore societal perceptions between under privileged areas and the impact this has on crime rates. Secondly, to explore the effectiveness of current policing preventive methods and thirdly, more effective preventive methods in reducing crime.    
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Methodology

Research Strategy and data collection 3.1
The research methods in which are indented within this study is largely going to be questionnaire to officer that work within the area of Cardiff. The reasoning for selecting this research method as it can be conducted quickly at the participants own pace, as this can be distrusted via email, and with a mix of open and closed question a large amount of quantitative data can be produced. Quantitative data allow for cause-and-effect relationships to be identified and produce data that provide objective, reliable, and generalizable results. Additionally, questionnaires can be designed to be anonymous, encouraging honest responsesWhen respondents know their answers will remain confidential, they are more likely to share their true opinions and not conform to social bias.  
It is also important that for this research that any past research that has been conducted s included this not only enhance any knowledge on a specific area of study. By examining existing literature, researchers can establish a solid foundation for their work, which enhances both credibility and relevance (Ramdani & Bacha, 2023). Previous studies illuminate the current state of knowledge within a specific field, allowing researchers to identify essential theories and concepts as well as gaps that their own research may address. This foundational understanding not only refines the research question but also guides methodological choices, ensuring that the study is aligned with established frameworks (Rashid, 2025).

      
Data Analysis 3.2
As most of the data collected will be quantitative this allows for the statistical analyse such as the use of pie and bar charts that allow for all data collected to be displayed in a manner that is easy to follow. When using quantitative research, the utilization of graphs to display findings offers distinct advantages that enhance comprehension and facilitate communication. Graphs serve as powerful tools for visualizing data, allowing readers to quickly identify patterns and trends that may not be immediately apparent through textual representation alone (Kevin, 2022). This visual approach transforms complex numerical information into accessible insights, making it easier for audiences to grasp essential findings without extensive statistical expertise. It is also helpful to include data visualization through graphs aids in revealing critical features of the dataset that may be overlooked when relying solely on traditional statistical methods. According to Unwin (2020), graphic displays can effectively uncover unusual distributions or outliers in the data, which are vital for a comprehensive understanding of research outcomes. This capability not only enhances the interpretability of results but also encourages deeper engagement with the material by prompting viewers to explore relationships between variables more intuitively.
Qualitative research is an essential approach in understanding complex human experiences, and the methods of analysing its results are crucial for generating meaningful insights. One prominent method is thematic analysis, which involves identifying patterns and themes within qualitative data (Dye, 2023). This process not only helps researchers to organize their findings but also enables them to draw connections between different aspects of the data. Thematic analysis relies heavily on inductive reasoning, allowing researchers to build concepts grounded in empirical evidence rather than preconceived notions. This approach ensures that the analysis remains relevant and contextually rich.



Limitations & Protentional Problems 
	There are some limitations that present themselves when conducting any type of research, the first being the use of data collection, questionnaires. There are a lot of positives when using questionnaires as a method of data collections, such as they are cost effective and easy to roll out, they do however present some limitations that can significantly impact the quality and reliability of the findings. One major limitation is the potential for misinterpretation of questions by respondents. Participants may not fully understand what is being asked, leading to inaccurate or irrelevant responses (Mazikana, 2024). This misinterpretation can skew results and hinder researchers from drawing valid conclusions. Response bias also poses a significant threat to data integrity when using questionnaires. Respondents might provide socially desirable answers rather than their genuine beliefs due to perceived social pressures (Mazikana, 2024). Moreover, researchers have limited control over respondents' environments during completion; external factors may inadvertently influence how questions are interpreted and answered. A way in which to tackle this would be to ensure that the questionnaires are conducted anonymously to increase the internal validly of the research.  
	Utilizing past research when conducting a new study can provide valuable insights and contextual understanding; however, it is essential to recognize the limitations inherent in this approach. One significant limitation arises from methodological constraints present in previous studies. Research methodologies can vary widely, and what was relevant or effective at one time may not hold true today due to advancements in technology or shifts in societal norms (Wordvice, 2024). Consequently, relying solely on past research may lead to misinterpretations of data and flawed conclusions. Moreover, past studies often come with their own set of limitations that can skew results. These limitations could stem from sample size, demographic diversity, or even temporal factors that affect the relevance of findings (Labaree, 2009). For instance, a study conducted a decade ago may not accurately reflect current trends or behaviours due to changes in cultural attitudes or technological developments. By failing to critically assess these factors when integrating past research into new studies, researchers risk perpetuating outdated assumptions that could misguide their investigations.

Ethical Considerations
There are many ethically considerations to consider when conducting research. The first ethical consideration to take into account is informed consent. Informed consent is vital within any study as it protects the participants rights and wellbeing as well as giving all participants the choice to part-take and what is involved. To ensure this within this study 
An information sheet will be attached to the top that will outline how to answer the questions if a scale is used and how to use this scale correctly. It will also include a consent form that will clearly outline what each participant are consenting to and highlight that they are able to withdraw their data from the study at any given time and how to do this if they wish. The second ethical consideration to take into account within this study is confidentiality. By ensuring confidentiality it means that each participant will not be identified with any information used from the data generated, this not only protects ethical standards by also adds internal validity to the study as participants are more likely to give honest answer and avoid social bias. This was easily maintained during this study as no identifiable information was required there is no need for names or any other identifiable information to be included to the questionnaire. This was also upheld by only myself having access to the data generated.  
   
The methods of collection will mostly be questionnaire that have many positives but do present with some limitations such as response bias. However, to tackle this would be to ensure that the questionnaires are conducted anonymously to increase the internal validly of the research. The other data collection will rely on past research that has been conducted, past research allows for enhance knowledge on a specific area of study. By examining existing literature, researchers can establish a solid foundation for their work, which enhances both credibility and relevance, however this does also have limitations arises from methodological constraints present in previous studies. Research methodologies can vary widely, and what was relevant or effective at one time may not hold true today due to advancements in technology or shifts in societal norms.  
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A questionnaire was distributed that consisted overall of ten questions most being closed ended as this would produce quantitively data that can be quickly and easily analysed and a total of three questions being open ended to offer a balanced qualitative data that allows for more in-depth insights. By including a mix of both open ended and closed ended questions it means that a more comprehensive understanding can be achieved as both the strengths and limitations of each approach can be balanced. With the questionnaire there was also a small information sheet included at the beginning that outlined how to correctly complete the questionnaire, it also included a statement that outlined the participants right to withdraw the data generated and the methods of doing this; it was also noted that by completing and returning this questionnaire that the participants were consenting for that data generated to be collected and used within this study, the questionnaire received a total value of 25 participants. 
To begin, question one through to question six (excluding questions three and five) were check boxes that provided three possible answers, yes, no and prefer not to say with all twenty-five participants answering, refer to the line graph below. 

  
The above line graph outlines the data collected from question one, two, four and six, it can be concluded that 80% of participants answered yes to question one (do you work within a deprived area?) and a further 72% also answering yes to question two (do you think that crime rates are higher here?). This shows that those that worked within a deprived area also thought that crime rates were higher here despite the rates of youth crime have decreased by 10% since the previous year as suggested by (YJB, 2022). This can be linked back to objective that societal perceptions of deprived areas having a higher crime rate which is also supported by research conducted within the literature review. There is evidence that strongly suggests that children that has experiences of child abuse/neglect during their childhood then the probability of being involved in later criminality doubles when compared against those that did not experience childhood abuse/neglect with the effects of this being felt heavier on those from low socio-economic status backgrounds and the data collected here would cooperate that this is the view of those that work amongst these areas. 
Question four (Do you believe that childhood neglect/hardship can influence the onset of criminal behaviour?) concluded that a significant 88% of participants agreed - with this data corresponding that of two studies conducted within the Netherlands that concluded that patients with higher CM scores also had higher aggression and risk assessment scores. The effect sizes were small to medium (0.12 to 0.34). Unexpectedly, CM did not influence the course of these treatment trajectories, however, it was found that patients with histories of CM had a significantly longer length of stay in a forensic facility than patients without CM (respectively, 10.8 years and 9.3 years on average) (NIH, 2023). This data also collaborated that of a research study was conducted in (2015) that explored the effects if physical and emotional child abuse and its causation link to crime within adulthood. The study suggested that there is an abundance of strong evidence to suggest that physical and emotional child abuse is linked to later forms of anti-social behaviours and criminal activity and that the societal perception remains. The methodology of this study focused on prospectively measuring the occurrence of physical and emotional abuse occurrence and length (chronicity) and compare to an adult self-respect crime and was concluded that there were significantly higher rates of arrests at the age of 24 amongst the participants who has been abused.  However, question five was an open-ended question that asked participants that answered yes to the previous question to expand on why, it revealed that the majority consensus was marginally the same with some comments stating, ‘there is not enough government funding within these areas’ which ‘leads to the individuals seeking other methods of opportunities which can include criminality’ and ‘not enough funding for education’, it also reveals that this type of stigma has a lasting negative effect on such areas and leads to a mistrust within these communities. 
Question six (is criminality a learnt behaviour?) revealed that 84% of participants selected yes and only 12% selected no. This strongly contradicts general strain theory (Agnew, 1992, 1997), that offers a varying viewpoint, with the view that the experience of being abused can lead to a child developing negative emotions such as anger and shame that acts as a drive to perpetrate anti-social behaviours as they lack the ability to regulate these emotions, rather than being a learnt behaviour. But does correlate question five with general strain theory suggesting that the key aspect of general strain theory (GST) being identifies three main types of strains: such as, failure to achieve positively valued goals, this includes situations where individuals are unable to reach desired outcomes, such as education, employment, or social status.        
Moving on to questions seven, eight and nine, which again consisted of close ended questions but rather than yes or no, the questions consisted of a scale that ranged from one to five; one being very effective and five being not effective. These questions focused on preventive methods and to which extent the participants felt were effective or in need of improvement refer to bar graph below.  

[image: ]
With all the research and evidence that has been conducted question seven (How effective do you feel community-based preventive methods are in reducing crime within your local area?) concluded that 68% of the participants felt that community based preventive methods within their local area needed improvement with only a staggering 20% feeling that current preventive methods were somewhat effective, this links back to the second objective, the effectiveness of current policing methods. This contradicts of various studies, including Moniruzzaman Fakir's research in Bangladesh, which reported a 32% reduction in crime rates and a 45% increase in public trust towards the police because of community policing initiatives (Fakir, 2024). However, questions eight (Do you feel that your team has sufficient training and equipment to effectively implement current policing preventive methods?) revealed that 88% felt neutral, 4% felt it was somewhat effective and 8% feeling that it required some improvement. 
Question nine (how effective do you feel the police force is at building trust and strong relationships with the community for the purpose of crime prevention?) it was revealed that 72% of participants felt that the effectiveness of the police force’s ability to build trust and strong relationships within the community for the purpose of crime prevention; and only 20% felt that current methods were somewhat effective. Building trust and strong relationships between police forces and communities is fundamental for effective crime prevention. The importance of these relationships has been emphasized in various studies, highlighting that mutual trust is crucial for public safety (Low, 2020). Trust between community members and the police is a fundamental component of policing and public safety. As highlighted by Crowley (n.d.), this trust fosters cooperation, enhances communication, and encourages community engagement in crime prevention initiatives. A strong relationship built on trust allows police officers to work collaboratively with residents, thereby improving the overall efficacy of policing efforts. In communities where trust is established, residents are more likely to report crimes, provide vital information about ongoing criminal activities, and participate in preventive measures that contribute to safer communities. 
This leads to the final question asked on the questionnaire (what additional training or resources would help you with crime prevention?) Again, the majority consensus for this question was more funding to allow for more officers to be present within communities providing positive interactions with members of the community and thus increasing public trust. It was also suggested that more ‘family fun days’ in under privilege areas to again show positive interactions between members and even children to help build and support positive interactions and increase public trust and safety which links back to the third and final objective, more effective methods of prevention.    
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	To conclude, the general findings of the research are there is a stigmatisation around deprived areas and the thought effect that it has on crime rates. The consensus being that the crime rate is higher in deprived areas when in fact this statement is false and despite the rates of youth crime have decreased by 10% since the previous year. The understanding for answering this way was that most of the participants felt that within deprived areas the government do not fund them efficiently thus not creating as much opportunity; therefore, the members of the community revert to other means such as criminality to ensure that their needs are met. The questionnaire then goes on to ask about childhood neglect/hardship could influence the onset of criminal behaviour and if criminality is a learnt behaviour. Again, here with most participants was that individuals that experienced childhood neglect/hardship were more at risk of developing the onset of criminal behaviours than those that did not, the participants also felt that criminality was a learnt behaviour. There is evidence that strongly suggests that children that has experiences of child abuse/neglect during their childhood then the probability of being involved in later criminality doubles when compared against those that did not experience childhood abuse/neglect with the effects of this being felt heavier on those from low socio-economic status backgrounds and the data collected here would cooperate that this is the view of those that work amongst these areas with many of the participants suggesting ‘criminality is learnt’ and ‘children that experience things like this become a product of their environment’. Moreover, on the scale questions there was the same consensus with all the questions, with most of the participants selecting the same. These questions revealed that most of the participants felt that community based preventative methods needed some improvement to increase how effective they are. Additionally, it was also the majority consensus that most of the participants felt that some improvement was required in how effectively the force can build trust and strong relationships within a community for the purpose of crime prevention. The last question asked on the questionnaire was an open-ended question that gave insight on what additional resources/training the participants felt would be a helpful addition within policing to increase the effectiveness of crime prevention. Some of these suggestions included more funding that allows officers to be more visibly present within deprived communities to build trust thus making the community safer. Also, more family fun days within these deprived areas to create positive relationships and positive view of police and policing in a fun and interactive way which also involves children of the area creating a positive view from a young age of policing. 
	The implications of policing for more effective crime prevention are multifaceted, necessitating a shift towards proactive strategies that prioritize community engagement and evidence-based practices. Proactive policing has emerged as a promising approach to reducing crime, particularly in urban settings where certain areas, often referred to as "hot spots," experience elevated levels of criminal activity. Community-led solutions that incorporate local insights are essential for addressing root causes of criminal behaviour rather than relying solely on punitive measures. In terms of the first objective, the result of this research reveals that there is a negative social perception between under privileged areas and the overall impact that this has on crime, the data revealed that those officers that worked within under privileged areas all thought that the crime rate was higher here compared to other areas. This if course has a lot of evidence to support this view within the literature review and in contrast to the actual crime figures which had fallen by 10% within the last year. The recommendation here for future studies would be to conduct a much larger sample size from officers that work both within under privileged areas and those who do not to gain a much deeper insight to social perceptions of a much larger area – this would not only add to the internal validity of the study but would also increase how reliable that data produced was. The second objective of the study was to explore the effectiveness of current policing preventive methods, this was explored by asking questions such as on scale of one to five ‘How effective do you feel community-based preventive methods are in reducing crime within your local area? The purpose of asking such questions is to gain insight on officers’ perception on current preventive methods, here it was concluded that a staggering 68% of participants feeling that current methods were in need of improvement. During the literature review current preventive methods was discussed and noted that although current preventive methods have proved to be effective some largely rely on community led relations which in areas that have. Mistrust of the police are not effective or utilized to their full potential. The recommendation here for future research is a large data sample of crime rates to be analysed compared to the area in which they occur in order to gain insight on connections between the type of crimes that are prevalent and the local areas in which they are committed. Thirdly, the last objective was to explore alternative preventative methods, here it was concluded that improvement was needed and some participants even expanded on this with ideas such as ‘more family-fun days and more community relation building, this was supported within the literature review also were there is evidence that there is a gap for more effective preventive methods. The recommendation here for future research would be to roll out new innovate preventive methods in areas where crime is more prevalent and monitor the impact on the reduction of crime rates.  
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The data produced within this study has added valuable insight to social perceptions of under privileged areas and the impact this has on crime rates. Here a recommendation would be to have more funding within these areas and provide officer role models for youth within these areas. An officer role-model would not only improve trust within the community by giving the younger members a positive role model to look up to but also improves officer moral as they are able to make a real difference in an individual’s life – potential changing the course trajectory and those that would be at risk at criminal behaviours have a new achievable goal to work towards. This can also be achieved by hosting family workshops where essential skills are taught as well as creating a safe space for families to attend, again improving trust and community relations simultaneously. 
	The data also revealed that many of the officers that work within these under privileged areas also felt that current preventive methods that were used were in need of improvement. Traditional measures often fail to account for underreporting by residents or do not capture the nuanced impacts of various interventions on community safety, so this is in need of a much larger and more comprehensive research in order to accurately devise which preventive methods worked best in each individual area. Also, it would be beneficial to gather data on officer insights into this issue as they are able to provide in much greater depth about individual areas and which crimes are most prevalent.
	The data also revealed that there are some alternative preventive methods that would be beneficial to police and under privileged areas, such as the need for innovative approaches that prioritize prevention through community engagement, social services integration, and restorative justice practices. It was also suggested that community policing is vital in tackling rising crime rates within under privileged areas. This style of policing emphasizes building strong relationships between policing agencies and the communities they serve. This approach encourages officers to engage with residents proactively, fostering trust and positive collaboration. By using this style of policing community members are involved and take on an active part in problem-solving processes related to public safety; police can better understand local issues and tailor their strategies accordingly and effectively. Community policing not only increase public trust of policing services but also empowers its members to take an active role in maintaining order within their neighbourhoods.
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