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 The source Is chapters X and XI of a Descrlptlon of Wales by Gerald
of Wales (1)

. * Chapter X covers their traditions of hospitality- also a bit on Welsh
e societal structure (1)

~» Chapter XI covers their attitude to hygiene- says that Welsh hygiene
¢ ntuals are a pre-Roman tradition (1)
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Gerald seems to have a conflicting attitudes

towards the Welsh
Positive portrayals of the Welsh Negative portrayals toward the \Welsh

 Good traditions of hospitality and » Seems to suggest that their still

charity (1) tribal (1)
« Strong sense of hygiene (1) * Says “(a(}ttadigd ohnly to %r)ms and
. . ease” (Gerald, chapter X)-

Strong pre Romgn cult_ure (1) suggesting they arg warlike but lazy
« Only educate children in harp (1) (1)

* Seems to imBIy their traditions are
both hospitable but primitive (1)

 Only educate children in harp (1)
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. Gerald of Wales (1146-1223)

B 3 3 i B T gt o *’ ' {4
» Of mixed Norman Marcher lord and Welsh nobility (2, 3)
 Educated In Gloucester and Paris (3)

.+ Archdeacon of Brecon- but failed to become Archbishop of St David’s
gy G4
~ » Member of court to both Henry 11 and King John- sorting out disputes
& with the Welsh princes (2, 3)




The Historical-and geographical
background

« Wales in the late 1100s (1, 2, 3)

 The Description of Wales- 1194 (4)

* [tinerary of Wales- 1188 (4)

 Third Crusade (5)

« Norman attempts to conquer Wales (6) -
» The struggle as to who controlled the church in Wales-
Canterbury or St David’s (6, 7)

Figure 2: Map of Wales in 1267-
orange and cream are owned by
England- other colours Wales
Source: Wikipedia- accessed
03/10/2021



Why does the source have historical
significance

* Gerald of the few Welsh historical chroniclers of the time and the only
author that focused purely on Wales (1, 2, 3)

 Could give you a toned down version of Marcher Norman views of the
Welsh, as well as some Welsh views.

* |t does give us some idea of the local customs that he observed
amongst the ordinary Welsh of the time

 Gerald seems to put both sides of the argument the extract and so can
be accepted as reliable- so long as his backstory is taken into account,
so that his motives can be discerned



Bibliography

Geraldus Cambrensis, 1912. The Description of Wales, Chapter X and XI. Transcribed from the J.
M. Dent edition by David Price, The Project Gutenberg eBook, available at The Description of
Wales, by Geraldus Cambrensis (gutenbéerg.org), (accessed 02/10/2021)

Giraldus Cambriensis, 1935. Itinerary through Wales, translators intro, translated by Williams, W.
Llewelyn, London: J.M. Dent and sons

Henley, Georg{i_a and McMullen, A. Joseph. 2018. Gerald of Wales, new perspectives on a Medieval
writer and critic, Cardiff: University of Wales Press

Jones, Thomas, 1959, ‘GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS ('Gerald of Wales', Gerald de Barri) (11467 -
1223), archdeacon of Brecon and mediaeval Latin writer.’, DICtlonaBy of Welsh Biograhpy,
available out GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS (‘Gerald of Wales', Gerald de Barri) (11462 - 1223),
%g%g%(/eggg% of Brecon and mediaeval Latin writer | Dictionary of Welsh Biography, (accessed

Hurlock, Kathryn, 2011, Wales in the Crusades ¢.1095-1291, Cardiff, University of Wales Press

Williams, A.H., 1948, an Introduction to the History of Wales, volume 2 the middleages part 1
1063-1284, Cardiff: University of Wales Press

Nelson, Lynn. H., 1966, the Normans in South Wales, 1070-1171, Austin, Uinversity of Texas Press


https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/1092/pg1092-images.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/1092/pg1092-images.html
https://biography.wales/article/s-GIRA-CAM-1146#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F4670767%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=1649%2C1218%2C918%2C741
https://biography.wales/article/s-GIRA-CAM-1146#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F4670767%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=1649%2C1218%2C918%2C741
https://biography.wales/article/s-GIRA-CAM-1146#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F4670767%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=1649%2C1218%2C918%2C741

SEEA - |
' f =3 k ) i E ol \ N -
» Wikipedia, statue in St David's Cathedral. [online] avallable at: Gerald of Wales — Wikipedia
(accessed 03/10/2021)

« Wikipedia, Wales after the Treaty of Montgomery in 1267. [online] available at: \Wales after the |
> Treaty of Montgomery 1267 - House of Plantagenet — Wikipedia (accessed 03/10/2021) _

« Wales online, Gerald of Wales: Patriotic Welshman or arrogant agent of English imperialism?
[online] available at: Gerald of Wales: Patriotic WWelshman or arrogant agent of English
imperialism? - Wales Online (accessed 04/10/2021)

t.q., r‘ iq“g

(.-"'
iy
;ﬁ‘



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_of_Wales#/media/File:St.David's_Cathedral_-_Dreieinigkeitskapelle_5_Giraldus_Cambrensis.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Plantagenet#/media/File:Wales_after_the_Treaty_of_Montgomery_1267.svg
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/gerald-wales-patriotic-welshman-arrogant-1848276

