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Critical Incident (Focus): Use of Welsh language
*I was not allowed to video the lessons.
Context: The sessions which will be discussed were taught to a year 5 class. There were twenty-three children in the class, most of whom spoke very little Welsh (five children were learning Welsh as a third language). Five of the children had a good level of Welsh and were appointed as experts to help their classmates.
Feelings
I felt positive teaching these lessons as I am confident in my Welsh speaking skills. I also felt confident as I received very good feedback for the Welsh lessons I had taught to the reception class at the same school with the class teacher saying that she believed it was my best lesson and my language skills were very good. I felt well-prepared for the lesson as I created a template for the lower ability pupils (which can be seen in Appendix 6), fun activities for the pupils which introduced them to the vocabulary and strengthened their language skills during the three lessons and revised skills such as mutations before the lessons. My confidence also grew throughout the three sessions. I found marking the work slightly tricky as I was doubting myself when correcting mutations. 
Remember and Understand
I used Welsh throughout the session, only using English when a child did not understand. This ensured that the children were immersed in the language rather than listening to the instructions in English and ignoring the Welsh. Tessa International School (2018) says that when children are asked to think, listen, write, and speak primarily in the target language, they learn how to interact comfortably with each other and the instructor while learning the language. I encouraged the children to talk to each other and to myself in Welsh to the best of their ability. The starter activity in the first session encouraged the children to look for patterns in order to find the matching questions and answers e.g. ‘Beth yw dy enw?’ matches ‘Fy enw i yw…’. The children could work this out as they both had the word ‘enw’ in. I then changed the seating plan so that the children were sat in five mixed ability groups ensuring that there was an ‘expert’ (or a more knowledgeable other) in each group. The five ‘experts’ are on the ‘Cyngor Cymraeg’ and were confident helping their peers. Vygotsky (McLeod, 2018) supports this method stating that the more knowledgeable other has a deeper understanding of a particular skill and can therefore impart this knowledge onto others. By appointing ‘experts’, I had more time and could focus more attention onto the children that were struggling and could get them to the same level as others in the class. Although I revised the mutations before the lessons, I was not completely confident with all of the rules and is an aspect that I need to continue to develop my knowledge and understanding of. The main activity for the first session encourages the children to write, learning specific sentence structures and adjectives while the plenary encouraged the pupils to use these sentence structures when speaking. Also, the first lesson was originally planned to be a recap however, it was clear that the children needed to spend more time mastering the language and more lessons were planned to help the children use and remember the language. The teacher supported my decision to do this as he also believed that it was more important for the children to take extra time to master the basics rather than being rushed and not understanding or being able to use the language confidently.
Evaluate and Analyse
During future lessons I will continue to immerse the children in the Welsh language as I believe that this will increase their confidence and introduce them to new vocabulary. I will also continue to appoint ‘experts’ to help their peers. This allows the children to practice their language skills while talking to their friends, making the lessons more enjoyable. This also allows time for me to give extra support to the lower ability children and to assess what the children need additional support with and what they are finding easy. Although I had revised mutations before the lessons, it is an aspect of Welsh that I struggle with. Although, I am fairly confident with mutations when speaking Welsh, I tend to doubt myself when it is written. When marking the children’s work, I corrected most mistakes however when looking back over their work, I realised that I missed some of the mutations on a couple of pieces of work, e.g. rwy’n naw mlwydd oed.
Conclusions and Actions
Although I conducted these lessons entirely through the medium of Welsh, one of my targets was to use more incidental Welsh throughout the day. This is something I often forget to do in Key Stage 2 whereas I tend to use lots of incidental Welsh in the Foundation Phase. Donaldson (2015) believes that Children and young people need opportunities to use the Welsh language in a number of contexts to enrich their learning and their awareness of Welsh as an everyday language. Therefore, in the future I will aim to use Welsh in all lessons through commands and key words allowing the children to here Welsh throughout the day. I will continue to develop my Welsh language skills, specifically focussing on mutations as this is what I struggle with. I need to familiarise myself with the different rules regarding mutations as this will help me when speaking, writing, and marking. By improving my Welsh skills, I will be able to develop the learners’ skills to a higher level and helping to meet the target of a million Welsh speakers by 2050. It is important to develop children’s Welsh language abilities as one of the aims of The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is a Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language – one of the main indicators being the number of people who can speak Welsh.
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Appendix 1
Lesson Plan 1
	Student-teacher
	Phoebe Hewitt-Fisher
	Class
	Year 5

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh Language Development
	Date
	

	Lesson Focus
	Fi Fy hun

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	· Communicate clearly and confidently and use intelligible Welsh pronunciation and intonation.
· Use various strategies, e.g. phonics, word recognition, as required in order to develop as readers.
· Draft and improve their work to prepare and plan, draft and redraft content and language, proof-read, prepare a final copy.

	Meaningful links to
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	· Welsh-medium statement: spell an increasing number of plural forms, e.g. -oedd, -od, -ydd, and words with double consonants, e.g. cynnwys, correctly in context

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identified in weekly review)
Behavioural management




	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
Describe myself in Welsh.



	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· To learn simple vocabulary to describe themselves.
· To produce a piece of writing describing themselves.
· To use punctuation and good sentence structure.
	Thumbs up/down: Check children’s understanding.
Observation: Check work throughout the session for mistakes.
Questioning: Ask children questions to ensure that they understand the vocabulary.




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points, differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	Opening phase (with links to prior learning)
	Introduce the theme. Do they know what ‘Fi Fy Hun’ means?
Give out envelopes with question and answer cards.
Once all children have completed the activity, display the original template so that they can check their answers.
	Match Q&A
In pairs, match the questions to their answers e.g. 
Beth yw dy new? Fy enw i yw…

*If finished, practice asking and answering the questions.
	· Interactive whiteboard
· Question and Answer game.

	Teaching & Core Learning
	Provide additional support for low-ability pupils.
	Write a self-portrait.
Title: Fi Fy Hun
Use the starter activity to help with spelling.
Draw a picture of you and your family.
	· Worksheet
· Pencil
· Crayons

	Plenary
	Listen to the children’s pronunciation and prompt those struggling.
	One pair at a time will stand up to ask and answer a question.
	· 
















Appendix 2
Lesson Plan 2
	Student-teacher
	Phoebe Hewitt-Fisher
	Class
	Year 5

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh Language Development
	Date
	

	Lesson Focus
	Fi Fy hun

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	· Communicate clearly and confidently and use intelligible Welsh pronunciation and intonation.
· Use various strategies, e.g. phonics, word recognition, as required in order to develop as readers.
· Draft and improve their work to prepare and plan, draft and redraft content and language, proof-read, prepare a final copy.

	Meaningful links to
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	· Welsh-medium statement: spell an increasing number of plural forms, e.g. -oedd, -od, -ydd, and words with double consonants, e.g. cynnwys, correctly in context

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identified in weekly review)
Behavioural management




	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
In pairs, write a conversation introducing yourselves.



	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· Write a script with a partner.
· Practice pronunciation.
· Ask and answer questions confidently.
	Thumbs up/down: Check children’s understanding.
Observation: Check work throughout the session for mistakes.
Questioning: Ask children questions to ensure that they understand the vocabulary.




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points, differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	Opening phase (with links to prior learning)
	Give out mini whiteboards and pens.
Ask a question e.g. Beth yw dy enw? 
	Children must write the answers to the questions in full sentences on the whiteboards.
	· Mini whiteboard
· Whiteboard pens and erasers

	Teaching & Core Learning
	Provide additional support for low-ability pupils.
	Write a script with a partner asking and answering questions about themselves.

Practice the script, focussing on pronunciation.
	· Worksheet
· Pencil

	Plenary
	Use random name generator to choose pupils to present their script.
	Present script.
Provide verbal feedback e.g. what went well? Even better if…
	· Class Dojo


















Appendix 3
Lesson Plan 3
	Student-teacher
	Phoebe Hewitt-Fisher
	Class
	Year 5

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh Language Development
	Date
	

	Lesson Focus
	Fi Fy hun

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	· Communicate clearly and confidently and use intelligible Welsh pronunciation and intonation.

	Meaningful links to
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	· Welsh-medium statement: mutate correctly after most prepositions and pronouns, e.g. am funud, dy fam.

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identified in weekly review)
Behavioural management




	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
Record a conversation with a partner.



	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· Ask and answer questions confidently.
· Rehearse script.
· Use an iPad to record conversation.
	Thumbs up/down: Check children’s understanding.
Observation: Check work throughout the session for mistakes.
Questioning: Ask children questions to ensure that they understand the vocabulary.




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points, differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	Opening phase (with links to prior learning)
	Ask a question, throw a ball to a pupil for the answer. That pupil then asks a question and throws it to another student, etc. 
	Catch the ball, answer the question, ask a question, pass the ball.
	· Ball

	Teaching & Core Learning
	Support lower ability pupils. Listen to pupils, checking pronunciation. 
	Finish writing script and rehearse with a partner. Record conversation using an iPad.
	· iPads
· Script

	Plenary
	Say an answer until a pupil has a full house.
	Bingo
Listen to the the statements. If you have the question cross it off.
	· Bingo cards
· Pen





















Appendix 4
Starter Activity
	Beth yw dy enw?
	Fy enw i yw…
	Pa oedran ydyt ti?
	Rwy’n … mlwydd oed.

	Pa liw yw eich llygaid/gwallt?
	Mae gen i llygaid/gwallt…
	Pryd mae dy       ben-blwydd?
	Mae fy             mhen-blwydd ar y … o …

	Ble rydyt ti’n byw?
	Rydw i’n byw yn…
	Oes gennych chi unrhyw frodyr/ chwiorydd?
	Oes, mae gen i … brawd/chwaer
NEU
Nid oes gen I unrhyw frodyr/ chwiorydd.

	Pwy sy’n byw gyda ti?
	Rydw i’n byw gyda…
	Oes gennych chi anifail anwes?
	Oes, mae gen i …
NEU
Does gen i ddiim anifail anwes.





Appendix 5
[image: ]Self-portrait Worksheet


Appendix 6
Lower Ability Aid[image: ]






















Appendix 7
[image: ]Script Template



Appendix 8
Examples of marked work
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