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A critical examination of key primary sources; Chapter 4 of Main’s Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal (i.e. ‘Astrology and the I Ching’). 
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Identity, location and summary
This essay critically reviews the chapter of works by Carl Gustav Jung ‘Astrology and the I Ching’ in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, selected and introduced by Roderick Main.[footnoteRef:1]  Jung (1875-1961) was a Swiss psychologist who Campion described as ‘the seminal figure in the development of twentieth-century astrological thought’.[footnoteRef:2] The chapter is a collection of Jung’s writings which span the topic of astrology and his studies of the I Ching, an ancient Chinese divination text which provides guidance on how to live in harmony.[footnoteRef:3] The papers compiled in the chapter were written from 1911 – 1960, and span Jung’s first dabbling’s with astrology, which he refers to in his letter to Freud (1911) until his more honed and neutered calculations with the I Ching (1960). This selection could be considered a cross-sectional representation of Jung’s developing views which enforce his own cosmology, which displays influences taken from both areas. Greene agrees that these investigations were to have an impact on the development of Jung’s psychological models and in his writing of his most publicised work, the Liber Novus. [footnoteRef:4]  This chapter shows how his knowledge and experience in the areas develop and refine over time.  [1:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, ed. By R Main (London: Routledge 1997), pp. 79-90]  [2:  N. Campion, A History of Western Astrology Volume II: The Medieval and Modern Worlds (London: Bloomsbury 2009), p.251]  [3:  H Coward, ‘Taoism and Jung: Synchronicity and the Self’, Philosophy East and West, Vol. 46, No. 4 (1996) p. 479]  [4:  L. Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology: Prophecy, Magic and the Qualities of Time (London: Routledge 2018), p. 9] 

The papers who are written for a specific audience, are written for a variety of individuals who could be loosely grouped as specialists in their own fields and the extracts that are written for Jung’s own publications are naturally intended for an audience who knew his interests. They are united by a common understanding, in some sense of the material, Jung is discussing. Therefore, one could say that Jung’s intended audience already had an interest or understanding of the concept of astrology or the I Ching respectively. This is affirmed by the fact that there is limited text that places the information he provides in context, it goes straight to the point. For example, in ‘Letter to B. Baur (1934)’, after the salutation Jung states, ‘so far as the argument of the precession is concerned’.[footnoteRef:5] Jung does not explain what argument he is referring to or what precession is concerned, he just provides his answer. This shows that his intended audience, in this case Dr Baur, already knew what he was referring to and there was no need to waste unnecessary words on repetition. All the extracts in this chapter are united in this quality.  [5:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 80] 


Analysis
As discussed, in this collection of works Jung is stating his own views on astrology and the I Ching to an audience who is already aware of his interest in these areas. He frequently grounds his discussions within psychology, this gives the sense that he is trying to place an esoteric discipline which has mixed public perceptions within a more scientifically accepted arena, for example in his letter to Freud he states ‘I make horoscopic calculations in order to find a clue to the core of psychological truth’; he ties the two disciplines together and in a sense this legitimises the study of astrology by a psychologist.[footnoteRef:6] By the time of the third extract, Jung has already made statements elsewhere such as ‘astrology is the projected psychology of the unconscious’, again intimately equating the two disciplines.[footnoteRef:7] This is reinforced by the fact that his letter to Dr Baur in 1934 contains specific astrological detail that a novice would find difficult to compile; ‘the secret powers of the sun are in Aries 1. Moon for instance in Cancer 7’.[footnoteRef:8] This shows that Jung has transitioned from someone who had a passing interest in astrology in 1911, enough to say that he saw its benefits to psychology, to someone who could quote specific astrological transitions and recognise their value.  [6:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 79]  [7:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Astrology, ed. By S Rossi and K Le Grice (London: Routledge 2017), Part III, 12]  [8:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 80] 

It becomes clear to the reader that Jung had a genuine interest in astrology and had taken the time to understand its concepts and how they can benefit his main field, psychology. He also understands how to capture his audience, to bring them on side to his way of thinking. This is prevalent from the first extract, his letter to Freud, where he states ‘it appears that the signs of the zodiac are character pictures, in other words libido symbols’.[footnoteRef:9] It had been established by that time that Freud had a preoccupation with the libido, as shown in his work The Origin and Development of Psychoanalysis published in 1910 and Jung being close to Freud would have known this intimately; by placing astrological thought alongside a key interest of Freud’s, he aims to draw Freud into his interest in astrology.[footnoteRef:10] His personal passion for the I Ching is demonstrated when he states he became interested in and ‘around 1920 had begun experimenting with’ it. [footnoteRef:11] By 1930 he had written the memoriam to the translator of the work and by 1950 he wrote the foreword. Like his interest in astrology, this shows a impassioned study of esoteric topics which allow him to develop and for him to become considered an expert in these fields, whilst maintaining and performing as one of the world’s leading psychologists.  [9:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 79]  [10:  S Freud, ‘The Origin and Development of Psychoanalysis’, The American Journal of Psychology, Vol. 21, No. 2, p 213 ]  [11:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 81] 

The papers, which have been placed in date order by the editor for first astrology and then the I Ching, show a clear progression of Jung’s thinking as he delved deeper into the topics. Throughout his thoughts are clearly presented, and as, stated earlier, there is no background provided to the texts, it could be easy to lose track of the point Jung is trying to make. This, however, does not happen as there is no hesitation in the language used and he makes his points clearly and concisely. The only exception to this is in his ‘Letter to B.V. Raman (1947)’,  which is clearly a response, and he states what he has been asked before answering, ‘my opinion about astrology’.[footnoteRef:12] This mimicking and the subsequent response that he has ‘been interested in this particular activity of the human mind for more than 30 years’ gives the sense that Jung may be insulted by such a question and that the requester should know better.[footnoteRef:13] He does however go on to provide a substantive response, but this piece stands out from the others for the aforementioned reasons.  [12:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 81]  [13:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 81] 

This collection is also interesting as it uses the topics it aims to present, within itself, as a way of strengthening the arguments contained. For example, in his letter to Dr Baur, Jung is discussing primarily astrology, but he brings the I Ching into the discussion to reinforce his point; ‘the validity of the results of the I Ching oracle points to the same peculiar fact.’[footnoteRef:14] This occurs again but in reverse in his ‘Memoriam to Richard Wilhelm’, the translator of the I Ching. In this memoriam, Jung uses astrology to reinforce his explanations on the I Ching and its link to synchronicity; ‘astrology would be an example of synchronicity on a grand scale … astrology represents the sum of all the psychological knowledge of antiquity.’[footnoteRef:15] This interchange of ideas in both directions as well as the linking of both topics to psychology suggests he holds all three in equal esteem and is happy to use any one in support of the other.  [14:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 80]  [15:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 84] 

Apart from references to astrology or the I Ching in their opposing areas, Jung scarcely references other sources. In his letter to Dr Baur he refers to French astrologer Paul Choisnard (1867-1930), and states that his assertion is correct and quotes it, in French, to reinforce his own point.[footnoteRef:16] We can only assume that Dr Baur spoke French, otherwise the reference is lost. He only makes two other references to written works in the rest of the collection. The first is reference to the German philosopher Immanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, where he states that where this work failed modern physics is succeeding, thus using this as a reference point for forward thinking.[footnoteRef:17] The second reference is to the pre-established harmony theory of French philosopher Gottfried Liebniz, which he states his theory of synchronicity is analogous too.[footnoteRef:18] Though scarce, the references used show that Jung was well read, but did not feel the need to back up his thoughts with the views of others. It indicates he was confident in his views but knew when it was appropriate to draw in reinforcing, or opposing, views.  [16:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 80]  [17:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 86]  [18:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 88] 

In contrast, he often quotes anecdotes of events that he has personally witnessed to reinforce a point. From ‘Memories, Dreams Reflections (1963)’ he opens by stating that he first met Richard Wilhelm ‘at Count Keyserling’s during a meeting of their ‘School of Wisdom’ in Darmstadt’.[footnoteRef:19] He goes on to state that even before meeting him he was interested in oriental philosophy, but that following this meeting he was invited to speak on the I Ching. In the same piece he also mentions a meeting with a Chinese philosopher Hu Shih who he discusses the I Ching with.[footnoteRef:20] He reverts to Wilhelm again before the end of the article stating that ‘when Wilhelm came to Zurich’.[footnoteRef:21] In each of these references, Jung uses his experiences with real people to reinforce the ideas he is presenting; he adds a quantitative element to a qualitive episode, using experiences rather than statistics for reinforcement. In his memoriam to Wilhelm he refers to ‘the then president of the British Anthropological Society asked me how…’ and following this gives his view on Chinese science.[footnoteRef:22] This is yet another example of where Jung has relied on an incident rather than a written source to reinforce his own position.  [19:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 81]  [20:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 82]  [21:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 83]  [22:  C.G. Jung, Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal, p. 84] 


Conclusion
This essay has critically reviewed Jung’s writings on astrology and the I Ching presented as a chapter in Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal. It has shown that Jung’s knowledge in both areas increases as time passes and the ordering of the extracts has allowed for this to become clear. The works are clearly structed, well delivered and succinct. Through these works we see a different side to Jung and this work essentially bridges Jung’s esoteric studies with the psychology he specialised in and he frequently grounds his statements in this collection with psychological study, which has the effect of legitimising them, if the need it. The chapter provides a cross sectional representation of Jung’s work in astrology and the I Ching and allows the reader to gauge an understanding of his interest in these areas and why they held his attention for over fifty years collectively. In their reading, one can understand Jung’s concept of the psyche and synchronicity more clearly making them an essential chapter to anyone wanting to understand Jung’s wider cosmology. 
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