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Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of Parliamentary sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom’s constitution.

The Uk parliament is a key aspect of our government as a sovereign nation which allows us to have positive relations with countries all over the world and manage our own internal affairs to the best of our ability. However due to  the power and positioning of our own government within our legislative structure this dictates that the British parliament has almost complete control or “sovereignty” over our law making process. However the uk parliament does not have complete rule over our laws as there are different processes for which the legislation has to proceed through to be approved, such as the House of Commons , House of Lords and the Head of state/Crown .
  
The United Kingdom’s constitution is an important non codified document which covers many aspects of how the country is run. This includes primary legislation , the devolution of principality’s powers such as that of Northern Ireland and Wales alongside military treaties such as the “five power defence arrangements” which was developed in 1971 . This is an ever changing document due to changes in legislation coming through the powers of parliament such as the House of Commons and the House of Lords. However, a positive aspect of this constitution is that it is ever changing, for example in the case of Burma’s Oil company v. Lord advocate [1965] which led to a House of Lords ruling that was overturned by the War Damage act of 1965. This is further developed in A v Dicey’s “An introduction to the study of law of the constitution” which focuses on the ever-changing relationship legislation can have within the eyes of parliament and within it stated that parliament have “the right to make or unmake any law whatever;” [House of Commons, 2020]. This is viewed as a positive aspect it has allowed the Uk legislation the ability to change within a ever-changing social and economical climate.
   
 On the other hand, the word “parliamentary” does raise negative connotations when it comes to the development and changing of legislation as it sets it to be created and modified  from just one section of the judiciary system. However it does allows inputs from the common society in the form of the creating a report and the green slip procedure of creating laws. This does create some angst within the idea of that it is a critical component within the United Kingdom’s constitution as within the 2nd argument of A.V Diceys , “introduction to the study of law of the constitution” , it states that “Parliament enjoys a comprehensive and exclusive immunity of Law making against any others person and body”. (Dicey 1915) this observation allows us to view the absolute power parliament has within the shaping and changing of our society. However in recent years devolution has allowed some of the home nations an ability to have freedom over the laws within there country. this has been demonstrated in recent years within the devolution of Northern Ireland ( Belfast agreement 1998), and the Government of Wales act 1998, however in the context of Diceys 2nd argument , this devolution of power may create sociological rifts as it may lead to the disagreement of secondary legislation being created within citizens of a devolved nation. An example of this is within the 1997 welsh devolution referendum with “50.3%” (Duclos 2006) of the voters had voted yes. Leading to the  direct loss of power and control from the British parliament.
 
Several affirmative aspects of parliamentary sovereignty is the scrutiny and reform laws can be subject to , with high levels of scrutiny and analysis from the House of Commons and lords. Allowing it to go through several stages to allow changes and amendments to be made. “This happens most within the second reading and committee stage within the House of Commons” (lilliana P) . Another positive aspect of parliamentary sovereignty being used within or legal system is the speed legislation can be passed, this is a beneficial aspect as it allows flexibility of the constitution if put under pressure from social constraints. An example of this within parliamentary legislation is the Access to medical treatments (innovation) Act 2016 c.9 which encourages doctors the use of innovative treatments including the use of unlicensed medicines. This bill was introduced within 8 months of it originally being put forward (June 2015) allowing patients to receive critical medical care within 12 months of there diagnosis. A secondary positive result of parliamentary sovereignty is evident within Diceys 3rd principle ; stating that “parliament , no authority on earth can undo” (Dicey 1915) meaning that if parliament were to enact or pass a piece of legislation no future parliamentary powers would be able to alter of change this , meaning that potentially harmful laws won’t keep individuals forever confined. An example of this within case law is evident within Jackson v Attorney General (2005) as the claimant proceeded to investigate the passing of the 2004 hunting act which had enabled the prohibition of fox hunting, and fought this citing  previous legislation in 1949 which had enabled it to be legal allowing him to act freely and without repercussions.

A controversial aspect of parliamentary sovereignty is the individuals that reside within the centre of parliament itself. More specifically, the House of Lords. As it is the only section of parliament which does not have democratic elections to allow entry into it. This lack of democratic participation within the House can lead to a lack of representation within the House of Lords for the many constituencies within the United Kingdom. Another secondary negative aspect of the House of Lords is the party separation itself , as within the House within 2022 “264” ( Russell 2022) conservative members held seats within the house allowing a swift change of legislation and opinions within there favour. This means that the members within the house do not seek fairness within there legislation and seek purely to oppose the other parties present.

Opportunities for reform within the Uk parliament and its sovereignty. The argument for opportunities to be presented to reform the current policy and make changes within the use of parliamentary sovereignty and how it is used has several branches. Many of which aim to relocate the current usage of power within the houses of commons and lords. To a more regionalised view which will aid to enact more “useful” and personalised sets of legislation which would be deemed more appropriate for the citizens of the regions. With the rise of national independence parties such as YesCymru and Scottish National Party, the seek to regain full control of not just sovereignty of the said nations but over economic and social resources has gained a myriad of traction in the past years. This is evident in the rise of “YesCymru” membership participation which has risen from “2,000 to over 17,400” (Evans 2021). On the other hand ; the idea of a form of constitutional supremacy has come to the forefront within the past years , with the idea of a “constitution designed by and for the people” ( Barker 2019) with members chosen which represent a true sample of the UK’s populous.
The third and final act of reform within this writing includes the introduction of a codified constitution; like the United States ; as a benefit this would introduce would be “the limit it places on government”(Cambridge Union 2019) ensuring that governments have no power to levy or change laws as said legislation would have been strictly imposed within the codified institution. However a counter argument for a codified constitution is that the flexibility of it enables greater amounts a fair democracy to be enacted. Within common law , an example of this would be judges being able to act more conciliatory within the interpretation of the law, allowing fairer judgements of crimes committed to be imposed.

To conclude , the doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty within the constitution is a controversial yet important principle within our country; as it creates several advantages and disadvantages across many different branches. However the ever-changing socioeconomic climate of the United Kingdom creates timeframes where parliamentary sovereignty may seem like a positive tool for the government to possess especially in times such as the 2020 Covid-19 pandemic where the government was praised for its speed of vaccination allowing “32 million people” (Johnson 2021) to receive protection against the pandemic which may have not been enabled if it were not due to reactionary acts of legislation being passed by the government with the use of parliamentary sovereignty being at the heart of it. As arguments for and against the use of parliamentary sovereignty are presented within the media, it provides positive and negative repercussions within the United Kingdom such as any other country but must stay regularly monitored and audited for it to be allowed to run as smoothly as possible.
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