FOR ANONYMISED 10 NOVEMBER 2023

Based on a comparison of the two documents, there are some notable differences between New Chapter 1 and Old Chapter 1:

1. New Chapter 1has a more concise and focused introduction. It provides a clear background on the changes faced by Fujian Opera Troupes due to urban-rural reconstruction in China. Old Chapter 1 has a longer and more meandering introduction that covers multiple topics like the academic background of traditional opera rescue and the researcher's personal background.
2. New Chapter 1 presents a more structured and logical flow of key ideas and sections. For example, it moves from the external environment changes to internal changes faced by Fujian Opera Troupes. Old Chapter 1 transitions between ideas less smoothly.  
3. New Chapter 1 effectively synthesizes background information into a few concise paragraphs, while Old Chapter 1 includes lengthy verbatim blocks of text from policies and academic sources.
4. New Chapter 1 demonstrates clearer research aims and objectives. It succinctly states the research questions and goals. Old Chapter 1 has comparatively wordy and unfocused aims and objectives.
5. New Chapter 1 provides a cleaner overview of the thesis structure, briefly summarizing the content of each chapter. Old Chapter 1 includes full paragraphs summarizing each chapter.
6. New Chapter 1 appears to have improved clarity and English language usage compared to Old Chapter 1. For example, sentences are shorter and clearer in New Chapter 1.

In summary, New Chapter 1 presents a more polished, focused, and well-structured introduction compared to Old Chapter 1. The content flow, formatting, and language are improved in New Chapter 1. Overall, New Chapter 1 seems to be a better version of Chapter 1 that demonstrates refinement and clarity of research aims and objectives.

Here are some key differences between the Literature Review chapters New Chapter 2and Old Chapter 2:

1. New Chapter 2 has a more focused and structured literature review, while Old Chapter 2   covers literature more broadly across multiple topics. 
2. New Chapter 2 provides clearer definitions and explanations of key concepts like sensemaking, sustainability, and intangible cultural heritage management. Old Chapter 2   has more fragmented definitions scattered throughout.
3. New Chapter 2 gives a more thorough review of literature specifically related to the research context - Fujian Opera Troupes and changes they faced. Old Chapter 2   has less focus on literature directly related to the research topic.
4. New Chapter 2 logically builds connections between different bodies of literature and how they relate to the research questions. Old Chapter 2   transitions between topics less smoothly. 

5. New Chapter 2 demonstrates a deeper engagement with the literature by providing more critique, analysis and synthesis. Old Chapter 2   is more descriptive.
6. New Chapter 2 has improved organization and flow between sections and subsections. The structure in Old Chapter 2   is looser. 
7. New Chapter 2 shows refinement of writing style and language usage. Sentences are more concise and clear compared to Old Chapter 2 .

In summary, New Chapter 2 demonstrates a more polished, focused, and well-structured literature review that directly builds a strong foundation for the research aims and questions. The content, structure, analysis, and language are improved compared to Old Chapter 2. Overall, New Chapter 2 is a better version of the Literature Review chapter.

Here is a critical commentary on the differences between the two Chapter 1 files NEW CHAPTER 1 and Old Chapter 1:

New Chapter 1 

- The introduction clearly establishes the research context and background on the challenges faced by Fujian Opera Troupes due to changes in urban-rural relations in China. 
- The sections have a logical flow starting with the external environment, then the internal environment of the troupes, leading to the research aims. This structure aids understanding.
- The writing is concise and stays focused on key ideas without unnecessary details. For example, the background on urban-rural relations is summarized effectively.
- Research objectives are clearly stated and connect well to the background presented. Rationale for the research is also clearly explained.
- There are no grammar, spelling or language issues. Academic style and conventions are properly followed. 
- Overall, this chapter demonstrates good academic writing and research focus. It sets up the rationale for the study very well.

Old Chapter 1

- The introduction provides extensive detail but lacks clear focus on establishing the key research context and questions.
- The flow between sections is loose, with abrupt transitions in some cases. The relevance of some details is unclear.
- There are several lengthy verbatim blocks of texts from policies and academic sources that could be synthesized more concisely.
- The research objectives are stated but appear unfocused with wordy, unclear aims compared to New Chapter 1. 

- Grammar, language and punctuation issues are present in some areas. The academic writing style is not as polished.
- Overall, this chapter needs more structure and focus. The extensive details dilute the research focus in places. The writing and language usage also needs refinement.

In summary, Old Chapter 1   has a clearer, more structured and focused introduction that effectively sets up the rationale and context for the research study. The writing and formatting are more polished and academic. In contrast, Old Chapter 1 has issues with focus, flow, language, and academic style that make it a weaker version of Chapter 1.

Based on a review of the two literature review chapter drafts (New Chapter 2and Old Chapter 2, here are some comments and suggestions:

Overall Structure and Flow

- The New Chapter 2 has a more logical flow and structure compared to the old draft. The sections flow nicely from discussing Fujian Opera and sustainability issues, to sensemaking theories, and finally integrating sensemaking with sustainability. 
- The old draft seems a bit disjointed, with the Fujian Opera section separated from the sustainability section. Bringing these together in the new draft creates a smoother flow.
- The new draft provides clearer overviews and introductions to each major section, helping to orient the reader. The old draft would benefit from some more concise overviews.
- The new draft concludes each section nicely, summarizing key points. The old draft is missing these concluding summaries.

Theory Integration 

- The new draft does a better job linking and integrating theories from different disciplines (ethnomusicology, cultural anthropology, management). The discussion flows well.
- The old draft keeps the theories a bit more siloed in their respective sections. Finding points to connect and integrate the theories could help.
- The new draft takes a critical approach to assessing how the theories can be combined to address research questions. The old draft is more descriptive.

Literature Gaps

- The new draft identifies some clear gaps in the literature around recent sensemaking in Fujian Opera and quantitative approaches. The old draft does not highlight gaps as clearly.
- The new draft is more explicit in stating the intended contributions to address gaps. The old draft could be more direct in stating the goals.

Contexts

- The new draft provides richer contextual information on the urban-rural and policy contexts in China. This helps situate the research.
- The old draft is lighter on contextual details. Bringing in some of the urban-rural and policy context would help set the stage.

In summary, the new literature review draft has improved structure, flow, theory integration, identification of gaps, and contextual framing compared to the old draft. The additions and revisions help strengthen the rationale and positioning for the research. Continuing to refine the literature integration and highlight the intended contributions will further sharpen the review.

Based on my review, I believe the new literature review chapter is better overall compared to the old draft. Here are some key reasons:

- Structure and Flow: The new draft has a more logical structure, starting broad with the sustainability of Fujian Opera, then narrowing down to sensemaking theories, and finally linking these together. The sections flow smoothly from one to the next. In contrast, the old draft seems disjointed, with the Fujian Opera section separate from the rest.
- Theory Integration: The new draft does a much better job integrating and linking theories from different disciplines like ethnomusicology, cultural anthropology, and management. The old draft keeps the theories siloed in their own sections.
- Research Gaps: The new draft clearly identifies gaps in recent research on Fujian Opera management and quantitative approaches. The old draft does not highlight gaps clearly. 
- Context Details: The new draft provides rich details on the urban-rural and policy contexts in China that help frame the research. The old draft lacks these contextual details.
- Conclusions: The new draft concludes each section by summarizing key points. The old draft is missing these concluding summaries.

Overall, the new literature review draft has improved structure, flow, theory integration, gap identification, and contextual framing. The additions and organization enhance the rationale and positioning for the study. I would recommend continuing to refine the literature synthesis and highlight intended contributions in the new draft.

Here is a critical commentary comparing the two literature review chapters: 

Structure and Flow: The new chapter has a much clearer structure, with well-organized sections that logically build on each other. The flow between sustainability, sensemaking, and integration of the two is smooth and easy to follow. In contrast, the old chapter seems disjointed, with the sections on Fujian opera and sustainability separated from the discussion of sensemaking theories. The new version creates a more cohesive narrative overall.
Theory Discussion: The new draft provides more comprehensive coverage of relevant theories from ethnomusicology, cultural anthropology, and management. The sections on sustainability and sensemaking go into greater conceptual depth. The old draft has more limited theory discussion in some areas like sustainability.

The new draft also better integrates theories across disciplines. For example, it links musical ecosystem theories with organizational sensemaking. The old draft tends to keep theories siloed in their respective sections.

Research Gaps:  One key improvement in the new draft is clearly articulating the gaps in recent research on Fujian opera management and quantitative approaches. Identifying these gaps helps position the significance of the study. The gaps are not highlighted explicitly in the old draft.

Contextual Framing: The new draft provides extensive details on the urban-rural and policy contexts in China. This helps situate the challenges for Fujian opera within broader social transformations. The discussion of context is lacking in the old draft.

Critical Analysis: Overall, the new draft demonstrates deeper critical analysis of the literature. For instance, it critically evaluates different paradigms and justifies the rationale for choosing pragmatism. The old draft contains more description rather than critical assessment.

Conclusions

The new draft concludes sections by summarizing key points and takeaways. These conclusions are missing in the old chapter, making the chapter feel incomplete. Concise concluding remarks help reinforce the logic and flow.

In summary, the new literature review draft represents a substantial improvement over the old version in terms of structure, theory discussion, critical analysis, contextual framing, and overall coherence. The new draft sets up a strong foundation for the ensuing research design and analysis.

Based on my review, the New Chapter 3 has a more clear and coherent structure overall. Here are some key differences I noticed:

1. The research aims and objectives are more precisely stated in the second version, with a focus on how state-owned and private FOTs have adapted to change and achieved sustainable development in the past decade. 
2. The conceptual framework visually lays out three clear levels of logic - ecological changes trigger sensemaking, the enactment process of sensemaking, and the impact on sustainability. This provides a logical flow for the research design.
3. The case study rationale justifies why two cases are selected, representing state-owned and private troupes, for comparative analysis. The relationship between the cases and context is also depicted visually.
4. The data collection section is streamlined into three key approaches - documents, observation, interviews. The rationale and implementation of each method is explained clearly. 
5. The validity and reliability sections have more structured tables to illustrate the criteria for specific research approaches. This enhances the methodological rigor.
6. There are clearer connections between the research questions, assumptions, sampling choices, and data collection tools. This aligns the methodology more tightly.

In summary, the second chapter has a more coherent structure, clear rationale, and rigorous methodology. The aims, conceptual framework, research design, and data collection process are explained more precisely. Therefore, I would recommend the second chapter as the better version to build upon. Let me know if you need any clarification on the differences!

Here is a more critical commentary comparing the two methodology chapters:

Strengths of New Chapter 3:

- The research aims are more precisely defined, focusing on the adaptation and sustainability of state-owned and private FOTs over the past decade. This provides clear direction.
- The conceptual framework visually depicts three logical relationships linking ecological changes, sensemaking, and sustainability. It is a helpful guide.
- Two cases are selected to represent state and private troupes for comparative analysis. The context-case relationship is shown clearly. 
- The data collection section succinctly explains three key approaches - documents, observation, interviews. The rationale and process for each method is described appropriately.
- Structured tables are used to illustrate validity and reliability criteria for the research approaches. This enhances methodological rigor. 
- There are tighter connections between the research questions, assumptions, sampling, and data collection tools. This aligns the methodology effectively.

Issues to consider in New Chapter 3:

- While visuals are used, more diagrams connecting the methodology components could make the relationships clearer.

- The case study process could still be elaborated, such as specific procedures for cross-case analysis and exploration of dynamics.
- More details could be provided on questionnaire development, measures, and quantitative analysis plans. 
- The cross-language strategy requires further explanation regarding translation, interpretation, and presentation.
- The sampling methods for documents and observations are not discussed in detail.

The old Chapter 3 was good but if the examiners didn’t like it, that is that ! :

- The ontological and epistemological assumptions are explained thoroughly.
- Multiple paradigms are compared in detail to justify the pragmatic approach. 
- Various technical terms around mixed methods are defined clearly.
- The complete sequential exploratory process is visualized and elaborated.
- Observation schedules and interview details are provided in appendices.

Limitations of Old Chapter 3:

- The aims and objectives were broad without a specific focus. The questions are also general.

- The conceptual framework lacks a clear logical flow.
- Rationale for case selection and contextual relationships requires more justification. 
- The data collection narrative is lengthy without clear segmentation by approach.
- The validity and reliability sections lack structured presentation of criteria.
- There are some disconnections between assumptions, research questions, and data collection.

In summary, New Chapter 3 has a more aligned structure, rationale, and details. However, Old Chapter 3 provides a deeper discussion of paradigms, research design, and some appendices. An improved methodology chapter could integrate the strengths of both versions. 

Corrections and Actions Table

	Correction No
	Correction information
	Action

	1
	Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of the socio-economic context of Fujian Opera (historically and linguistically and the ritual distinction in contemporary China);

	Chapter 1 changed the structure, highlighting the research contexts of change in the FO cultural ecosystem. Section 1.1 began with the comparison between traditional and contemporary FO performance scenarios through two brief examples;
Adjust original sections 1.3 to 1.1, and make some content simplifications and adjustments, with a focus on emphasizing changes in the cultural ecology and management systems; the original other two points were simplified into these two changes due to limited words.
Section 1.2 builds upon the original Section 1.2 by adding relevant information about the research area, the local characteristics of FOT, folk beliefs, ritual operas in contemporary China, and the intangible cultural heritage system. Additionally, it incorporates the content previously in the original Section 2.2.4. Furthermore, it provides a detailed explanation of urban-rural reconstruction, taking into account the specific circumstances of the Fuzhou region. Move the existing content related to industrial development from this section to Section 1.2.5, and provide a more detailed integration of the impact of UNESCO conferences and initiatives on the local cultural industry development in Fuzhou.
The original Section 1.4, which introduced the opera rescue initiative, had been integrated into Section 2.1.2 on literature research strategies with minor simplifications to provide space for a deeper social-economic context of FO;
Delete the original Section 1.5 Researcher Background due to exceeding the maximum word count;
Add a new Section 1.3, providing the introduction of a brief history of FOTs and the emergence of contemporary opera troupes.

	2
	Articulate Fujian Opera private organization activities and how they are responding to local ritual distinction and recent government policy/funding changes.
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]To present the required data more clearly, adjust the original chapter structure as follows: Merged the original Section 4.2 and 4.3 into Section 4.2, and restructure the original Section 4.4 as part of Section 4.3. In Section 4.2, individually present and analyze the data from two case studies and three evidence sources in Sections 4.2.1 and 4.2.2;
Revise the approach of integrating three data sources for presentation and analysis in original section 4.2 into analyzing the three data sources separately in section 4.2.1;
Chapter four, Section 4.2.1.1 added the individual presentation and analysis on changes in policies from 2013 to 2023 to clarify clear policy frames;
Chapter four, Section 4.2.1.2, added description and analysis related to the participant observational data, providing a detailed account of the cultural ecological changes, including cultural spaces, ritual distinction ritual alliances and FO market, and organizational activities of a private troupe;
  Chapter four, Section 4.2.1.3 individually presented and analyzed the pluralistic stakeholders of ST adapting to changes in policies, rituals, and funding in response to the contradictions between policy and practical circumstances.

	2
	Articulate Fujian Opera state organization activities and how they are responding to local ritual distinction and recent government policy/funding changes.
	Revise the approach of integrating three data sources for presentation and analysis in original section 4.3 into analyzing the three data sources separately in section 4.2.2;
Chapter four, Section 4.2.2.1 added the individual presentation and analysis on changes in policies from 2013 to 2023 to clarify clear policy frames;
Chapter four, Section 4.2.2.2, added description and analysis related to the participant observational data, providing a detailed account of the cultural ecological changes, including cultural tourism, education, management, and organizational activities of a state-owned troupe;
Chapter four, Section 4.2.2.3 individually presented and analyzed the pluralistic stakeholders of FMT adapting to changes in policies, rituals, and funding in response to the contradictions between policy and practical circumstances.

	2
	Analyse both the differences and interactions between private and publicly funded troupes by focusing on four main aspects: funding of activities, policy frameworks, transmitters of the tradition, and community engagement.
	Section 4.3, built upon the original Section 4.4, added an analysis of both the differences and interactions between private and publicly funded troupes by focusing on four main aspects: funding of activities, policy frameworks, transmitters of the tradition, and community engagement in section 4.3.1 and 4.3.2; 
Among them, section 4.3.1 focused on the differences in policy and organizational frames, while section 4.3.2 focused on the interaction in the cultural environment and talent flow.

	2
	Use collected first-hand data to support and critique the socio-economic and political conditions of Fujian Opera, and to tease out tensions as well as opportunities that arise from changes in the socio-political context of Fujian Opera 

	Section 4.2.1.2.8 added in Case 1 of ST findings of tensions between the policy frame and organizational frame;
Section 4.2.2.2.4 added in Case 2 of FMT findings of tensions between the policy frame and organizational frame;
Section 4.3.1 added the comparison of the tensions in the policy frame and organizational frame from the two case studies during the three periods;
Section 4.3.2 added critical thinking about the cultural environment and talent flow;
Section 4.3.3 added the analysis of the adaptive sensemaking using the first-hand data from three evidence sources of two case studies to critique the socio-economic and political conditions of Fujian Opera, and to tease out tensions as well as opportunities that arise from changes in the socio-political context of Fujian Opera.

	3
	Provide a clear context on China’s ratification of the UNESCO ICH 2003 Convention;
	Section 1.2.4 added an introduction regarding the impact of a series of UNESCO conferences and initiatives on the Chinese intangible cultural heritage system and policies.

	3
	How policy and funding changes are affecting private/state FO companies
	Sections 4.2.1.1 and 4.2.2.1 elaborated on how the changes in policies and funding impacted by the UNESCO Convention or initiatives affected the sustainable development of private and state-owned FOTs.

	4
	Increase the readability of the text by providing concrete examples to illustrate the main arguments presented in the text;

	Chapter One, section 1.1 added two descriptive scenarios of FO performance to point out the themes of changes;
The first chapter adjusted the structure into the internal and external ecology and added the content of historical and social development in the Fuzhou area;
Chapter Four adjusted the analytic structure. Sections 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 separately presented the data from three evidence sources of two case studies and provided enough examples to support the main arguments. More detailed descriptions added a powerful boost to readability;
In sections 4.2.1.2 and 4.2.2.2 of the participant observation, photos from fieldwork had been added in Appendix 8 to enhance the understanding of the text;
In Chapter Three, due to the word limitation, part of the text on the abstract understanding of methodology in section 3.3 was deleted;
Supplement the understanding of more specific ethical issues in section 3.2 of Chapter Three, such as the precautions for data collection among religious believers.

	5
	Revise the methodology and theory section (Chapter 3) to create better links with the primary data and research question. The aim is to contextualize theories with first-hand data to present a coherent argument throughout the thesis;

	Section 1.4 of Chapter One slightly refined the research objectives. On the one hand, based on the existing literature, the exploration of change in this thesis was defined by the events that happened during the period from 2013 to 2023; on the other hand, the research objectives were simplified from four points to three points to present coherence with the research aims about changes and adaptive process of FOTs;
In Chapter Two, to more specifically understand the rationale of conceptual model construction in Chapter 3, the following adjustments have been made to Chapter Two: firstly, removed the relatively broad overview of FO research in the original Section 2.2.3 and added a comprehensive review of research related to Chinese cultural system reform and operatic reform; secondly, section 2.2.4 added more extensive content to the overview of FO research based on Chinese literature and provide a deeper assessment of the current state of FO research. As a result, conclusions have been drawn that there is a relative lack of literature on the management and development of FOTs in the past decade; thirdly, Section 2.3 of Chapter 2 simplified the research and discussion on sensemaking in the context of crisis and natural disaster, and increased the length to specifically discuss the current research on change and adaptability in this field; meanwhile, elaborated more details of several interpretive models related to data analysis in this study; finally, Section 2.4.2 added the literature review on the religious and ritual economy to introduce the understanding of management in FOTs.
Chapter Three adjusted the conceptual framework in section 3.1.4 to create better links with three research questions and primary data; Concreteize the conceptual framework with a three-tier logic and strictly follow these three levels for data presentation and analysis in Chapter Four.

	6
	Clarify the coding method used in NVivo by, for instance, including the Coding book as an appendix;

	In Section 4.1 of Chapter Four, we simplified the previously relatively abstract method description and instead directly explained the specific analysis methods and coding patterns used in specific data types; Furthermore, I provided a clear exposition of the relationships and contributions among the different methods;
I provided two specific coding books for two case studies from Nvivo 12 in Appendix 11;
Throughout the data presentation and analysis processes in Sections 4.2.1 and 4.2.2, there is a constant emphasis on the classification and coding methods of the data in NVivo 12. For example, in documentary sources, section 4.2.1.1.1 explained the theoretical origins of the template analytical technique and presented data in a clear tabular format; at the beginning of section 4.2.1.2 on participant observation,  illustrated the thematic analysis results generated from the fieldnote; in Section 4.2.1.3, the semi-structured interview data was presented using pattern analysis and was categorized in tabular format, such as Table 4.2.12.

	7
	Include quotes from the participants in the data analysis chapter (Chapter 4) to illustrate how themes emerged from the primary data;
	To avoid duplication, original attachments 9 to 14 have been deleted. Meanwhile, Sections 4.2.1.2, 4.2.1.3, 4.2.2.2, and 4.2.2.3, every effort was made to reference participants’ viewpoints or verbatim quotes to support the development of the arguments. 


	8
	Include a sample transcript of an interview to illustrate the methods used and to clarify and justify how the researcher dealt with issues arising from translation between Chinese and English;
	Appendix 9 provided a sample of fieldnote recorded in English;
Appendix 10 provided a sample of a bilingual transcript from a manager in ST;
Section 3.2.3.3 slightly added some specific issues arising from translation between Chinese and English to interpret the methods.



	9
	To proofread the entire thesis to eliminate spelling errors and grammatical mistakes.

	The entire thesis had undergone proofreading and textual polishing. 

	Further requested revisions 1
	The candidate needs to demonstrate knowledge of key literature on the topic. This would include, among other items, some core materials;
	Section 2.4.2 of Chapter Two added a relevant literature review about the religious and ritual economy to demonstrate knowledge of the key literature on the topic;
Section 1.2.4 of Chapter One added a series of literature on the UNESCO Initiatives.

	Further requested revisions 2
	The bibliography contains some works that are not relevant to the thesis, for instance, several editions of the same book on methodology;
	In the bibliography, deleted multiple editions of the same book from the references, and simplified some of the references that were unrelated to the topic.

	Further requested revisions 2
	Works that are written in Chinese should be identified as such. This could be done by either adding the titles in pinyin or by adding “(In Chinese)” at the end of the entry.
	Added Chinese characters alongside Chinese cultural terminology throughout the entire text;
Literature that was written in Chinese was identified as such in the bibliography.



this corrections list indicates that the candidate has made extensive revisions to improve the overall quality and rigor of the thesis. Here are my thoughts:

Positive Aspects:
- The corrections cover key areas including context, data analysis, methodology, readability, coding, translation, and proofreading. This shows comprehensive effort to enhance the thesis.
- Specific sections have been added or expanded to provide more background context on the Fujian opera, ritual distinctions, urban-rural policies, and UNESCO initiatives. This strengthens the framing of the research topic.
- The data analysis chapter has been restructured to present a more systematic analysis of the three evidence sources for each case study. Quotes are also used to support the findings. This enhances the analysis.
- Details on coding using NVivo have been added along with sample coding books. This demonstrates methodological rigor. 
- A sample bilingual transcript has been provided to illustrate translation methods. The cross-language strategy is also explained further. This clarifies the approach.
- Additional proofreading and textual editing have been done. This improves readability.



Potential Areas of Improvement:
- While literature has been added, a few more key sources could be included to further demonstrate in-depth knowledge.
- The methodology chapter could still be expanded with more details on questionnaire development and quantitative analysis.
- Providing condensed translated quotes in English alongside the original Chinese may improve readability for some readers.
- Some minor grammar issues may still need reviewing.

Overall, this corrections list shows that comprehensive efforts have been taken to enhance the thesis quality based on the examiner feedback. The candidate has been responsive to the constructive criticisms and has used them to improve the context, analysis, data presentation, and clarity of the thesis. Just some minor tweaks may be needed for final polish.
2

