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Introduction
	The purpose of this report is to ascertain and assess “The Importance of Formal Education as a Marker to Success”. Being a father, I stress upon my children the importance of going to school, getting an education, and the detrimental effect it would have on their future ability to be successful if this wasn’t adhered to.
	We now live in an age of standardized testing. However, such testes are heavily scrutinized, with claims that, amongst other things, standardized tests are highly coachable and more alarming, clouded in racial, class and gender bias (Buckley, Letukas, & Wildavsky, 2018). Furthermore, studies have revealed success to mean a variation of things to different to various individuals (Bostock, 2014), with some defining success as being in a good job, having academic accolades or being financially well off. However, further research has shown success to contain many components. Material wealth aside, energy and enthusiasm for life, psychological and emotional stability, peace of mind and the fulfilling of relationships, both personal and work based, should also be accounted for (Chopra, 2010).
	Having left school with no qualifications to speak of, I have undertaken several business ventures. Although not materially or wealth successful as yet, formal education has played little or no part in proceedings to date. I find this subject highly interesting and the reason for basis this paper on the question posed. Furthermore, in an article by Llewellyn-Jones (2014), a case study of Sir Richard Branson was carried out. This article highlighted the wealthy billionaire’s plight and his lack of formal education, quoting the mogul as saying, “if you have the desire to succeed, not having a piece of paper with A, B or C written on it isn’t going to hold you back” (Llewellyn-Jones, 2014). This is only one of several very wealthy individuals with little or no qualifications. This leads me to believe that overall, formal education is not a marker to success, however, for this study, eleven participant will contribute, with their results showcased to answer the statement posed.  
	
Procedure
 	Before the undertaking of any form of research, participants and researchers must be safeguarded and anonymity assured in the form of an ethics form. This allows the researcher to outline the purpose of the report and to inform the participants of how their information is to be used. 
For this study, the quantitative research method has been selected. This method emphasises objective measurements, and the mathematical or numerical analysis of any given data, or data that is pre-existing (Babbie, 2010). Furthermore, this method would allow the research to be replicated, given the high reliability of the information collected and the statistical manner, the research method also allows for larger samples of data to be collected. However, the entering of numerical data would mean large data would be time consuming.
 A set of ten questions was carefully formulated, entered into the survey platform survey monkey (appendix 1), shared on the popular social media platform Facebook, providing a clickable link that the participants directly to the survey. The chosen platform ensured the eleven chosen participants ranged from varied backgrounds in terms of age, experience and vocational level. The data gathered was then extrapolated and entered into SSPS (appendix 2), a tool designed for the analysing of numerical results. The data was then sorted into a variable view. This presented the data questions into different fields. Furthermore, each column was adjusted to ensure the final data presentation would be accurate. The most important part of the SPSS entry was the sorting of the data questions into a value scale. This ensured each question answered could be represented by a numerical figure, allowing for easier input into a data view. Following variable view completion, the questionnaire was then analysed, utilising the variable view value scale to input data into data view, where the process of data representation in the form of pie charts or graphs can begin, utilising various tools to create cross-tabulation with the data, gaining further insight and spotting correlations in the participant’s answers, ones which will be presented in various forms in the next section, each representation given an analysis. 
Data Presentation and Findings
The Age of the Participants
               [image: ]
This graph represents the ages of the responders that participated in the survey posted on my social media profile. As only eleven respondents responses were used, in my opinion, this does not give an accurate reflection of data available to be analysed.
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This cross tabulation shows the correlation between the vocational experience of the participants and their thoughts on education for future success. This shows that a larger percentage of participants who agreed that their vocational experience is imperative to future success were university students or of university education. However, surprisingly, one person of university educational level disagreed that vocational experience is important for future success. This leads me to believe that their university education was wasted or the education gained is irrelevant to the employment position gained.
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This cross tabulation analyses the question, does education benefit real work life? Cross referenced with business owners. With mixed results, only one business owner agreed with the statement, with further results analysed obtained from participants who are non business owners. This would suggest only one business owner partook in the survey, therefore, based on these results, clear findings cannot be indicated due to the lack of business owner participants.
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Again, the cross tabulation question asked related to business owners. When asked whether they would return to education, a reply of no was given, suggesting that perhaps formal education was not a driving catalyst to them being in business.
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Overall, the majority of participants agreed that self educationis more imortant than formal education. Interestingly, a higher percentage of participants with higher eductaion agreed or strongly agreed with the statement, placing the importance of self eductaion over formal education.
                  


Conclusion
The purpose of this essay is to ascertain and query the question, “Is Formal Education a Marker to Success. Participants were asked to undertake a survey through the medium of social media, with varying results, ones in which I have analysed. Several cross tabulation queries was performed, with the main findings suggesting that formal education is not a marker to success. 
Reflection
	Whilst undertaking the research for this essay, several problems were encountered. I found the questions asked to be too general. When posted on social media, forty individuals responded, with the eleven participants responses used not able to fully answer the queries due to limited 
If this research were to be undertaken again, a wider audience with more varying degrees of business and vocational experience would be asked, giving a wider data set to work with, therefore getting answers to the questions the research is based on.
Appendix 1
https://www.surveymonkey.com/analyze/b9KwmazDSkcggaVaK2K1QBzVPFuSzht_2F_2BJ7uusnX2pE_3D
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