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1.0 Introduction.
Virtual learning environment (VLE) is a platform used in education to give access to educational content online, designed to facilitate learning and teaching with the use of tools and activities. (Jisc, 2016). This can be via computers or mobile devices (tablets or phones or even games consoles). Most VLEs are set up by a specific educational institution. For example, a school, college, or university. In our case, the virtual learning platform used is Moodle, which is a online learning system adopted by many top UK universities, designed to provide educators, administrators and learners with a single robust, secure and integrated system to create personalized learning environments. Moodle, as a virtual learning platform, is giving to students access to their course materials, facilitate the contact with lecturers, uploading their work easily, see their grades and much more all by logging in to their very own Moodle online account. In this report we are going to analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment – Moodle on term one students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The report is based on ten question survey addressed to twenty-six, term one students in higher education, regarding how Moodle is influencing their learning process and efficiency in delivering good assignments (Moodle 2020).
2.0 Background.
Historical background on the expansion and usage of Virtual Learning Environments (VLE), is very hard to determine exactly for how long VLEs have been in use. The use of virtual learning environments (VLE’s) has become increasingly common in most higher education institutions. (Barker, Gossman 2013). One of the most popular VLE, ‘Moodle’ (Modular Object Oriented Development Learning Environment), was introduced in 2001, (Moodle, 2020). It was originally developed to help educators create online courses with a focus on interaction and collaborative construction of content. Moodle is a learning platform used to improve, upgrade and move existing learning environments online. Virtual learning tool, like for example: calendar and gradebook, have been developed by Moodle, and now this are considered standard tools for virtual learning systems. Moodle is a virtual learning environment and can be applied in many  different fields such as education, training, and development and in many business settings. (Katsamani, Retalis & Boloudakis, 2013). Since the introduction of Moodle in the higher education sector many studies have been conducted to analyse the advantages and disadvantages of virtual learning on students. For example: Barker, J., Gossman, P. (2013) have made a online survey into VLE use by 248 second year students at an English Sixth Form College (SFC) and the conclusion of that report was that VLE-Moodle has a positive impact on student learning process. Barker, J., Gossman, P. (2013). In 1st of July 2016 at the 2nd International Conference on Education and Distance Learning, held in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sunesh Hettiarachchi and Samanthi Wickramasinghe have created a report based on the research upon 50 students and 30 lecturers, from three leading higher education institutes in Sri Lanka. The purpose of this report was to determinate if virtual learning in the “learner centred” methodology is the best the replacement for “teacher centred” methodology in classroom learning, and they conclusion was that, yes, due to the constant and rapid development of mobile and wireless technologies students are having more opportunities to learn by not being necessary to be present in a real classroom. (Hettiarachchi, S., Wickramasinghe, S., 2016). The goal is to reduce the gap between the physical and the virtual world and because of the current pandemic world situation this gap seems to become smaller then ever.  Virtual learning environments are not always popular with the students, for a number of reasons. Students report that they experience difficulties and many times they have technical issues during online classes and the lack of familiarity with the system itself (McGill & Hobbs, 2008). However, in general, students express positive attitudes towards their intention to use Moodle for learning.
3.0 Aims and objectives.
The porpuse of this research is to understand what impact on students has the use VLE-Moodle, how are they coping with learning exclusively online and if virtual learning could successfully replace the traditional way learning. With the new unfortunate pandemic situation that is happening in the world at the moment, virtual learning environment seems to be the best option that the education system has at its disposal for continuing the normal educational activity. What I tried to find, with the help of this research, is if Moodle has a positive or negative impact on students, if it encourages independent learning and if the platform is easy enough to use for helping them in successfully understanding what the lectures is teaching. The next section I am going to present how the research was conducted. 
4.0 Method.
The primary data of this report was obtained with the help of an online questionnaire, the results were analysed with Microsoft Excel. The questionnaire is made of ten close ended questions, all regarding the same subject: the impact of virtual learning on students. One month before the assignment due date, I have sent through email the questionnaire to all of my twenty-eight colleagues in my class and asked them to answer the questions in their own time. Unfortunately, only eight out of twenty-eight of my colleagues answered the questions and sent their responses back to me by email, this is why my study is based only on eight participants. I am going to analyse four of the main questions from my study, according to the answers provided by the participants. All questionnaire details and answers are anonymous and students were informed of this before completing the survey received from me. I have attached a sample of the questionnaire, used to conduct the survey, in the appendix. The questions that I have based my analysis are as follows:
Q1: Do you agree or disagree with the use of VLE in education?
Q2: Have you ever used Moodle before this course?
Q3: How easy it is for you to use Moodle?
Q4: In your opinion Moodle has a good or a bad impact on your learning?
5.0 Data presentation, analysis and discussion.
Q1: Do you agree or disagree with the use of VLE in education?
Even though the concept of virtual learning is not new in the education system in United Kingdom, not all students are entirely ready to accept it. This could be from many reasons like difficulties in using computer or the learning platforms put at their disposal by the schools and universities, the lack of human interaction possible only in traditional classes at the institution that they are studying. If we analyze closely the answers from the participants to this study, we can clearly see that the majority 63% (per cent) of them agree with the use of virtual learning in education, as seen on the chart presented in Fig.1, this is reinforced by the 13% of the participant answer that they strongly agree with the same affirmation on Fig.1. 12% of the answers were that they do not know haw answer and another 12% expressed the fact that they do not agree whit the use of VLE in educational system. 
Fig.1
Q2: Have you ever used Moodle before this course?
Moodle is a very popular Virtual Learning Environment around the world, used to support face-to-face teaching by providing a large range of online tools that help students to upload their work easier and is making teaching and online learning more active and creative. (University of Cambridge, 2021). From the answers from the participants to the study, Term 1 students, we can clearly see that the majority of 88% (Fig.2) responded that they were not familiar with VLE-Moodle, only 12%(Fig.2) knowing previous what this learning system was before the start of this course. 
Fig.2

Q3: How easy it is for you to use Moodle?
As we can see in chart number three that the answers to this question are extremely positive, with a percentage of 63% (Fig.3) answering that for them is very easy to use Moodle, even though in the previous question the majority of the participants to this study did not use this particular learning system before this course. 25% (Fig.3) answered that it is moderately easy to use Moodle, and 12% of the answers are indicating that for them is slightly easy to use Moodle. From the analysis of the total answers at the question: Q3: How easy it is for you to use Moodle? We can clearly understand that even if a person has never used VLE-Moodle before in their learning, it is very easy for them to use it.  


Fig.3

Q4: In your opinion Moodle has a good or a bad impact on your learning?
Question number four is asking if VLE-Moodle has a good or a bad impact on learning outcomes of every individual participant to this study and their answers, as we can see in Fig.3 is very explicit, with a majority of 87% saying that: yes, Moodle has a good impact on their learning. On the other hand, only 13% of the answers were negative, saying that: no, Moodle does not have a good impact on their learning. It is easy to understand that virtual learning has become increasingly accepted by the majority of its users, especially in education.
Fig.4

6.0 Conclusion. 
Hypothesis that VLE-Moodle is accepted, easy to use and has a very good impact on the students learning process, can be positively validated. 
With the increasing need for qualified working force in the United Kingdom, the higher education sector had adopted virtual learning environments as a important part of teaching. With the last tow year world pandemic situation, virtual learning environments have been proved to be extremely useful in preparing and helping students to learn and deliver assignments from the safety of their own home. Moodle is without doubt one of the most popular and easy to use virtual learning environments that are currently used by universities to deliver excellent and desirable online courses to all the students. 
 7.0 Appendix.

Student Name: ______________________ Student ID: ____________________
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods          Group: _____________


This questionnaire is strictly private, confidential and personal to its recipients and should not be copied, distributed or reproduced in whole or part. 


Question 1: How familiar are you with VLE?

	1. Not at all
	

	2. Slightly familiar
	

	3. Moderately familiar
	

	4. Very Familiar
	

	5. Extremely familiar
	



  Question 2: Do you agree or disagree with the use of VLE in education?

	1.Disagree.
	

	2. Strongly disagree
	

	3 Not sure
	

	4. Agree
	

	5.Strongly agree.
	



Question 3: Have you ever used Moodle before this course?

	Yes      
	


                        
	  No
	




Question 4: How many times in one week are you using Moodle?

	Less then 1 time
	         2 to 5 times
	     6 to 10 times
	More then 10 times

	
	
	
	



Question 5: Does the use of Moodle help develop your independent learning?

	Yes      
	


                        
	  No
	



Question 6: In your opinion Moodle has a good or a bad impact on your learning?
	Yes, has a good impact
	


                        
	No, it does not have a good impact
	



Question 7: How easy it is for you to use Moodle?

	1. Not so easy
	

	2. Slightly easy
	

	3. Moderately easy
	

	4. Very easy
	

	5. Extremely easy
	



Question 8: Do you agree or disagree that VLE is a convenient method to help you study from the comfort of your own home?

	1.Strongly disagree.
	

	2.Somewhat disagree.
	

	3.Neither agree nor disagree.
	

	4.Somewhat agree.
	

	5.Strongly agree.
	



Question 9: Do you agree or disagree that by using Moodle your productivity has increased in relation to your studies?

	1.Strongly disagree.
	

	2.Somewhat disagree.
	

	3.Neither agree nor disagree.
	

	4.Somewhat agree.
	

	5.Strongly agree.
	



  Question 10: How would you clasiffy your overall experience with using Moodle?

	1.Excelent
	

	2. Good
	

	3. Fair
	

	4. Poor
	

	5. Very poor
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How easy is Moodle to use?

people answers	
Not so easy	Slightly easy	Moderately easy	Very easy	Extremely easy	1	2	5	

Impact of VLE-Moodle

Column1	
yes, good	no, not good	7	1	

Use of VLE in education

people answers	
strongly disagree	disagree	not sure	agree	strongly agree	1	1	5	1	

Are you familiar with Moodle?

people answers	
yes 	no	1	7	
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