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Introduction

Community is the network of communications a localized population uses to satisfy its everyday needs (Matarrita- Cascante & Brennan, 2012). The primary responsibility of the community is to establish relationships of care to sustain its people and ensure its existence. According to systems theory, a community is made up of several subsystems or units that collaborate to achieve common objectives. According to this idea, persons are seen as part of interconnected systems and holding various functions and statuses(Ife, 2013).
Furthermore, community is an organization where individuals share an identity that fosters relational solidarity. Community helps to cross physical borders and makes is important for comprehending post-industrial and post- modern societies that have a common identity and are cohesive social groups (Kenny, 2011). According to Chaskin (2009), community helps its members achieve goals, including structural aspects and circumstances for growth.
Similarly, Kenny (2011) defines community development as a strategy for enabling communities to assume collective authority and responsibility for their development. Likewise, according to Mendes(2014), community development is a learning process in which participants engage in an experience that teaches them how to improve their capacity for self-directed action and destiny. This report will analyze the overview of Lewisham Borough, the demographic of the borough, problems associated with the borough and solutions provided will be discussed in the report.









Demographic Of Lewisham Borough
In the southeast region of London, in the inner part, is the borough of Lewisham. With its headquarters in Catford, the local Government is Lewisham Borough Council. According to Vision of Britain(2011), the Metropolitan Borough of Lewisham and the Metropolitan Borough of Deptford, which had been established in 1900 as divisions of the county of London, were combined to become the borough in 1965 as a result of the London Government Act of 1963. The borough's motto is ‘’Salus Populi Suprema Lex’’ which implies that ‘’The Welfare of people is the highest Law’’.
Lewisham is a vibrant, artistic, and varied neighbourhood in southeast London. The borough enjoys one of London’s largest concentrations of parks and open areas together with charming residential neighbourhoods. According to the 2011 census, the population of Lewisham is 248,922, and the borough is dominated by white, who amount to 66% of the total population. Also, the Black Caribbean and the African comprise 22% and 12% respectively.

Problems associated with Lewisham Borough
According to Maslow's hierarchy of needs in 1942, he stated that people are motivated to achieve specific needs. He noted that when a need is fulfilled, an individual tends to acquire other needs. When the fundamental requirements go unfulfilled, it is argued that insufficiency or basic needs inspire individuals. Additionally, the longer such conditions go unmet, the larger the urge to meet them. Similarly, before an individual move on to meet higher-level growth demands, he must first satisfy lower-level fundamental needs, one might be able to achieve the most excellent decree known as self-actualization after these demands have been at least met. 
Several problems are associated with different communities in the United Kingdon. Among the issues are pollution, inequality, inflation, unemployment, poverty, sexual inequality, drugs, alcohol use, etc. Some of the problems associated with Lewisham are linked with the needs highlighted by Maslow. The major problems with Lewisham include poverty, high crimes, etc. This problem falls under the first two needs identified by Maslow's hierarchy of needs.

Poverty
Lewisham is a prosperous, inclusive, and diverse inner-city borough of London. The borough boasts excellent primary and improving secondary schools, lovely residential neighbourhood, and a vibrant volunteer and community sector. It also has excellent transportation connections to the rest of London. Yet Lewisham has significant levels of poverty and disadvantage despite its many resources, its closeness to central London, and the efforts of the Council and other partners. According to Ravallion (1992), poverty can be defined as being unable to pay for the bare necessities that society considers fair.
Although Lewisham's unemployment rate has decreased drastically over the past few years, wages are higher than the national average. However, high inequality levels and housing expenses contribute to extreme poverty. With notable concentrations of poverty in the north and south of the borough, Lewisham is  in the top twenty per cent of London's most impoverished local authorities. In addition, Lewisham has one of the nation's worst rates of child poverty, and one in four workers make less than the living wages(Lewisham Poverty Commission Summary, 2017).

Violence and Crime
One of the top 20 hazardous boroughs in London is Lewisham. Lewisham had an overall crime rate of 85 offences per 1,000 residents in 2021. This is significantly lower than London’s general crime rate of 87 per 1,000 population, which is favourable in comparison. According to World Health Organization, violence is the purposeful use of power or physical force, whether threatened to use against oneself, a group of people, another person, or a community, which leads in or has a high potential of resulting in damage, psychological harm, death, development consequences, and deprivation.
Lewisham had the worst burglary crime rate in all of London with 215 recorded offences and a crime rate of 0.70 per 1,000 residents. Record also shows that a poor month for Lewisham inhabitants was March 2018, when it recorded 221 offences at a rate of 0.72 per 1,000 people making it London’s most hazardous district for criminal damage and arson. Also, with 25 complaints of weapon possession in December 2016, Lewisham had the worst crime rate in London that month( a 0.08 crime rate per 1,000 people)(Crime and Safety in Lewisham, 2022).
Furthermore, with 8,695 offences in 2021 and a crime rate of 28, violence and sexual offences are the most frequent crime in Lewisham. Also, with 233 offences reported in 2021, possessing weapons was Lewisham's least frequent crime.

Solutions provided to solve the problem
Poverty
According to Joseph Rowntree Foundation, poverty is a situation in which a person’s resources are insufficient to meet their minimum needs, including social participation. It blights lives and is associated with lower educational attainment, poor mental health, and shorter life expectancy. In addition, children who grow up in poverty often go on to suffer from poverty in adult life. To solve the problem of poverty in Lewisham, the borough started the Lewisham poverty commission to tackle the poverty faced by the community and the residents.
The Lewisham poverty commission looks into the scope, causes, and remedies of poverty in Lewisham. The Commission made up of local councillors and national specialists, has heard a variety of testimony about poverty in Lewisham, including personal accounts from locals trying to make ends meet. The focus of the local Council includes. 
A) Assisting citizens in obtaining stable, well-paying employment inside and outside Lewisham: Secure and well-paid jobs is the main route out of poverty. Three out of five people in Lewisham commute outside the borough to work, despite being located right outside London, a vibrant and metropolis, Residents in London may easily access the employment market. Still, the rise in jobs has been chiefly concentrated at the top and bottom of the labour market, with just a small number of opportunities in the middle. As a result, insecure employment has increased as well. Given this and the Government’s reductions in training funds, it may be challenging for individuals in low–paying and precarious positions to advance to better–paying and secure employment. The local economy of Lewisham is relatively modest, with the fewest job per person in any borough in London and a high percentage of employment in small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs). The Council recommended that its public sector partners work closely together as the borough’s primary employers and greatest purchasers of goods and services. This coalition of anchor institutions should collaborate to create a ‘’Lewisham Deal’’ outlining shared commitments to ethical labour practices and equitable economic development. This should also incorporate a dedication to fair compensation, flexible scheduling and training expenditures.
B)  Combating child poverty by assisting parents in finding adequate employment: In terms of child poverty, Lewisham is among the top 20 local authorities in England. Young people’s life prospect is directly impacted by child poverty, which limits their capacity to realize their potential. In addition, children of single parents are more likely to experience poverty as they grow. This is because parents frequently struggle to locate great jobs that are flexible and accommodate children.
In combating poverty, the Council take the initiative in offering local inhabitants, particularly those with childcare obligations, flexible and excellent work options.
C) Enhancing the local housing market: The greater poverty rates in Lewisham is significantly influenced by housing costs. Compared to the national average of one in five, more than one in four Lewisham’s experience poverty when housing expenses are considered. Lewisham’s median property price is 14 times more than the median income, although being lower than the London average and rising quickly. 
The Council's recommendations include the creation of a social settings agency to collaborate with traditional property owners and provide a more secure lease at the lowest end of the market.





Violence and Crime
To solve the problem of violence and crime in Lewisham, the community adopt a public health approach. The approaches include.
· Understanding the scope of all forms of violence, including juvenile violence, domestic abuse, and sexual assault, as well as where, how and who is affected, can help to inform better
· Being aware that violence can cause long-lasting harm to one’s physical and mental health. It also decreases people’s chance of engaging in a variety of harmful behaviours for their health, including further violence.
· Violence can be more or less vulnerable depending on various conditions, including people, their relationships, and the communities and civilizations in which they live. Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and other problems can affect family
· Numerous tactics may be employed to address the risk factors for violence and encourage projective characteristics in people of all ages. While some may be applied to everyone, others are focused more narrowly; the impact will be shaped by using models with violence.
The approach aims to reduce violence in Lewisham, categorize the causes of violence and listen to and work with the community to build strength and deliver solutions. The existing work by the borough combating violence and crime includes.
· Universal Approach: The approach includes supporting trusted adults' community champions through workshops on violence-related issues. Also, the borough provides opportunities and support for children to explore issues related to knife crime, bullying, drugs and alcohol, healthy relationships and risks online.
· Supporting early childhood development and meeting the needs of adults(parents); this approach includes supportive breastfeeding, children's centre, nurse family partnership and street doctors.



Evaluation
The implementations of initiatives to solving these problems are still ongoing, Lewisham Council will continue to work with partners, and  charity organisation for sustainability.



Conclusion
This report highlighted the demographic of Lewisham borough, located in southeast London, in the inner London region. The headquarters is located in Catford, while the local Government is Lewisham London Borough Council. The borough has more than 240,000 people, and it's dominated by white.Also, a problem associated with the borough includes the first two basic needs identified by Maslow's theory of needs. The fundamental issues the borough faces are poverty , violence and crime. The borough, however, form a committee to help reduce the effect of the situation on the citizen and the community.
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