
IFOAM Organics International & Organic Farming
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]For this presentation, IFOAM Organics International and Organic Farming will be discussed. This presentation will look at the vision and mission of the organisation, their contributions to organic agriculture along with the advantages and disadvantages of organic farming. I have chosen to talk about IFOAM Organics International because I have always wondered why organic products are more expensive than Non-organic products. Since organic products are pure with no added ingredients and non-organic can have multiple added ingredients. 
Who are IFOAM Organics International?
IFOAM Organics International is an Organisation that uses the movements of Organic Agriculture to interrelate their performances and to authorise experimental and scientific organic data across borders. The organisation began back in 1972 in France when Nature et Progrès came together with UK Soil Association and Swedish Biodynamic Association (“IFOAM”, 2017).  
Vision and Mission of IFOAM
IFOAM has a strong adoption of real sustainable agriculture along with value chains and consumption along the lines with Organic Agriculture principles. These principles include: Health, Ecology, Fairness and Care, organic agriculture is grown and developed from these principles. They also express contributions that organic agriculture offers to the world (“IFOAM”, 2017).  Their mission is to bring organic changes to society with the goals of improving lifestyle and wellbeing (“IFOAM”, 2017).  IFOAM have three action pillars: 
· Supply – The organisation eases development of capacity for real production of sustainability. 
· Demand – IFOAM acts as a centre for resource for communications that are organic-based. 
· Policy and Guarantee – IFOAM provide capability for the start-up of favourable policy environment.
Strategic Plan of IFOAM
Figure 1: As shown in figure 1, IFOAM has goals for the future that includes improved and increased organic agriculture and improved sustainability for global agriculture. To break it down, their goal is to grow the organic sector whilst ensuring the sustainability of it and to inspire global agriculture to adopt the principles of organic agriculture (“Strategic Plan 2017-2025”, 2017). 
Figure 2: As shown in figure 2, it gives a demonstration of the adoption of organic agriculture principles by covering the three pillars of action which are Supply, Demand and Policy (“Strategic Plan 2017-2025”,2017). If innovation was used to target rural service providers along with the skills, attitudes and knowledge of operators, there will be increased competition within organic operations and increased sustainability. This would then lead to increased supply. Enhancement in demand for organic products can be achieved if multipliers effectively raise awareness of the consumers and offer encouragement to stakeholders to help organic solutions. Lastly, if national and global policies support and combine organic agriculture in general and in particular, this will lead to the creation of an environment that would be more conductive to organic agriculture growth (“Strategic Plan 2017-2025”, 2017).  
Pros and Cons of Organic Farming
· High level of nutritional values – Organic food products hold really high contents of nutrition as they don’t have any added or modified ingredients when compared to food products that are conventional agriculture based. The high levels of nutrition is also due to them having time to develop along with the most suitable natural conditions. These products also provide better nourishment for improved living of both people and animals (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2017). 
· Food Security – There are people all over the world that are facing starvation and have low food supply due to general shortage of nutritious and safe food to satisfy dietary needs for an active and healthy life. According to Science-Digest, organic farming promotion strengthens yield production especially in poor countries where conventional agriculture is expensive, which therefore contributes to food security improvement (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2017). 
· Improvement in human health – Organic production provide the safest products for human health compared to other food products. Organic products contain lower chemical levels, high nutrition content and don’t contain any added or modified ingredients. Also, organic products can bring improvements to human health by keeping risks of diseases such as cancer, infertility and immune deficiency (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2017). 
· Sustainable Environment – Environmental sustainability is a key goal for all nations around the world, organic farming plays a role in achieving this. Research shows that organic farming can provide effective mechanisms for advancements in biological cycles and biodiversity, which are environmentally sustaining. So basically, using natural methods saves the land from pollution and contamination and the worlds water sources (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2017). 
· Organic products very costly – Even though organic products are pure with no added ingredients, they are the most expensive agricultural produces within the market. This may be one of the core reasons why organic farming is never fully supported, as their benefits are not realised by many people. In supermarkets, organic products such as organic fruits and vegetables cost around 20% to 40% more than non-organic products (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2017). 
· Long-term productivity diminished – As the soil fertility and health declines over time within organic farming, the yields also decline with it. This occurs when the soil gets to the point where it cannot convert humus to soil fertility any longer. So, this results in productivity being diminished and farming resorting to adding chemical inputs as a method to boost it (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2017). 
· Significant knowledge required – It is important for organic farmers to have a good comprehension of how soil works and ecology. This is because organic production is largely dependant on natural systems and healthy soils. So, as a method to reach success, farmers need to invest their time in improving their knowledge on alternative solutions and innovations (“Pros and Cons of Organic Farming”, 2015).      

How Organic Products help the environment 
Organic products provide a variety of benefits for the environment that include: 
· Elimination of water and soil contamination – The production of organic foods eliminates contamination of water and soil. As productions of organic food does well to avoid using synthetic chemicals, it doesn’t bring any risks of contamination to underground water and soil (“Environmental Benefits of Organic Food Production”, 2011). 
· Preservation of local wildlife – Production of organic food assists with preserving local wildlife. This is done by avoiding toxic chemicals, maintaining field margins and hedges, and usage of mixed planting as a control measure of natural pest. This allows organic farming to provide local wildlife a retreat instead of dumping away its natural habitat (“Environmental Benefits of Organic Food Production”, 2011). 
· Encouragement of Biodiversity – Generally, if a farm has a high level of biodiversity, it will have a high level of stability. This is because organic farming provides encouragement to healthy biodiversity, as this plays a key role in how a farm can withstand issues such as disease, bad weather and pests. Biodiversity is crucial within this area as a lack of it can result in infectious diseases which can have a majorly negative impact on people and the planet (Chait, 2017). 
· Combat of erosion – Organic farming isn’t just healthy for soil and water, but it also assists with combating major issues in land and soil that include erosion. When comparing adjoining chemically treated and organic wheat fields, the organic field had eight inches of topsoil more than the field that was chemically treated, it also had 1/3 of erosion loss (Chait, 2017). 
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