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Criminal Attempts Knowledge Check

Question 1

MATTHEWS knocks on his neighbour’s door and asks for £5.00 to sponsor him for a charity cycle ride.  MATTHEWS has no intention of taking part in a cycle ride but wants the money to go to the cinema. The neighbours don’t believe MATTHEWS is going to do the cycle ride so have not been deceived but give him the £5.00 anyway.  

1) Has MATTHEWS committed the offence of attempt deception (deception is not a summary offence only)?
2) Explain your reasons for your decision.

Question 2

COLLETTE is walking through a car park trying car doors to see if any of them are unlocked, his intention is to find an insecure vehicle and steal any items of value he finds inside. He finds an insecure vehicle and opens the door of the vehicle.

1) Has COLLETTE committed an offence of attempt theft?

2) At what stage has the offence been completed?

Question 3

JENKINS has missed his last bus home and is looking for a car to take him home. He finds a Ford Fiesta parked and insecure close by and he gets into the driver’s seat. At this time a police officer finds him.

1) Has JENKINS committed the offence of attempt taking a vehicle without the owner’s consent (summary offence)

2) Explain your findings

Question 4

SPELL has purchased 20 tablets which he believes are ecstasy tablets.  He intends to sell these tablets at a local bar.  In fact SPELL is in possession of 20 harmless vitamin tablets.

1) Has Spell committed the offence of attempt possession with intent to supply a controlled drug (indictable offence)?

2) Explain your reasons why?

Question 5

JONES has tampered with his electricity meter in an effort to reduce the cost of his electricity bill.  Unaware to him his wife has arranged a special payment plan which means they pay a fixed rate no matter how much electricity they use.

1) Has JONES committed an offence of attempt abstracting electricity (triable either way)

2) Explain your reasons why

Question 6

LLEWELLYN has been found guilty of attempt theft (triable either way) at the local magistrates court.
The punishment for the full offence of theft is seven years on indictment and six months/and or a fine summarily.

1) What would be the sentence for attempt theft in this case?

2) Explain your reasons why.
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