Cross Cultural Ethics: Christian and Islamic Approaches

Christian Scripture 
What is the definition of scripture? Scripture refers to specific religious texts such as the Bible and differs from other types of texts like history books, fiction, and non-fiction, because it is said to be the Word of God.[footnoteRef:1] In Christianity the four canonical gospels of Mark, Mathew, Luke, and John provide four accounts of Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:2] What authority does Scripture have? Well, it has the authority of God behind it or in it, the Bible is believed by many to be the word of God and it is through that claim that it derives its authority. Who can argue with God, if God is truth! [1:  Ryken, Leyland, The word of God in English: Criteria for excellence in Bible Translation. (Wheaton, Crossway Books, 2002)]  [2:  New Testament: English Standard Version. (London, Harper Collins 2010).] 

What is the purpose of scripture? The Bible is used by Christians as a resource when making a theological claim about how to deal with an ethical problem, they seek to justify their claims through referring to the Bible because it is the ultimate authority for Christians with faith. For instance, one might defer to the ten commandments, which are simple prescriptive rules for Christians to follow, or one might look to a particular parable and analyse it and compare that to the situation they are trying to evaluate. Christians have faith that the Bible will provide a guide to morality and believe that it will help them to recognise sinful behaviour as such and choose the path of Christ. 
How can stories set in such an unrecognisable time and place help us to make moral evaluations today? You will not find the answers to today’s problems explicitly laid out in the bible, so instead theologians and Christian ethicists implement a system called hermeneutics which is the process of methodical interpretation and apply their findings to modern day problems.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Kelsey, David. H. The uses of scripture in recent theology (Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1975)] 

What role does it play in Christian moral valuation? Christians believe the bible to be the word and will of God and that God is good. They believe that they can rely on the this completely to inform them of what goodness is. 
How can we approach engaging with it? (Holistic Reading versus Close Reason?
What key elements of scripture are utilised when engaging with ethical problems?

Islamic Scripture
The main source of Islamic scripture is the Quran. Islam is an expansive religion with detailed laws providing guidance and structure to Muslim peoples’ lives and the communities[footnoteRef:4]. Within the Quran there is the concept of Shari’ah which means ‘the way’ and roughly means God’s will or the way of God. Shari’ah is often synonyms with the word law and Shari’ah is sometimes viewed as a system of politics, but it is broader than that and whilst politics and law come into it, it is better regarded as an ideology or way of life[footnoteRef:5].  [4:  Denny, Frederick. An introduction to Islam. (Oxford, Routledge, 2015).]  [5:  Riddell, Peter G., Tony Street, and Anthony Hearle Johns, eds. Islam-Essays in Scripture, Thought and Society: A Festschrift in Honour of Anthony H. Johnes. Vol. 28. (Boston, Brill, 1997).] 

The word Fiqh is used to describe man’s understanding of the word of God and the discussion surrounding mans responsibilities in how to conduct oneself in accordance to the Islamic teachings of the Quran.[footnoteRef:6]   [6:  Weeramantry, Christopher Gregory. Islamic jurisprudence: an international perspective. (Berlin, Springer, 1988), 30] 


Christian Tradition
Tradition is like peer pressure from the old and dead. 
.
Which key parts of tradition create problems or help resolve problems?
Discuss how tradition are created to suit certain times and spaces and the difficulties in applying them to today?
Christianity and Islam view the soul differently. Christians believe the soul is pure and good but can be tainted. But in Islam they believe the soul is both good and bad 

Islamic Tradition
Tradition and Scripture are difficult to hold separately and examine in Islam. As many of the Islamic traditions derive their origin from scripture for instance the word Hadith[footnoteRef:7] is used to describe a prophetic tradition in Islam, however, whilst researching Hadith I also found that it refers to specific texts which where written after the Quran and there has been debate over which if any should be included in teachings and whether or not they can be attributed to the word of Mohamed. This is similar to the way that the Christian Traditions impacted on the scriptures and the way they were taught, preached and adhered to, such as in the differences between the New and Old testaments.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  Musa, Aisha Y. "Hadith as scripture: discussions on the authority of prophetic traditions in Islam." American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 27.1 (2010): 132.
]  [8:  Brown, Jonathan A.C. “Hadith”, Oxford Bibliographies (1.2.2023) https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/display/document/obo-9780195390155/obo-9780195390155-0030.xml#:~:text=A%20Hadith%20(Arabic%20plural%20aHadith,his%20authoritative%20precedent%20(Sunna). ] 


Sunnah in Islam is the tradition of Islamic jurisprudence, often described as the practice of human understanding of the shari’ah, how muslims have understood divine Islamic law as revealed to them in the Quran of the teachings and practices of the Islamic prophet Muhammad

Fiqh is more like the human understanding of the divine laws that has grown through conversation and debate over how these laws are interpreted.


[bookmark: _Hlk126758177]Christian Reason
Reason is often the domain of philosopher in both religions and a lot of questions originate from trying to interpret various sections of scripture. 
How you view scripture influences philosophical questions like the q of freewill 
Reason or revelation? Which should be more influential. These are epistemological questions. Can we use reason to guide us?
What role does reason play in interpreting the scripture. Its either that scripture should guide reason or that reason should guide the interpretation of scripture.
Islamic Reason
Ash’ari and Mu’tazuila: Revelationism and Rationalism in the 8-10th century Islam. 
Examples of theology/philosophy.  Ash’ari Only God knows the good/evil of an action, as opposed to the Mu’tazila Humans can use reason to determine good and evil. Good commands only good things. Divisions in whether to prioritise reason or to accept only the commands of the divine usually referring more directly to the scripture. The appeal to reason becomes stronger in multiracial, multi ethnic and multi-cultural societies. 

Akhlaq in Al-Ghazali’s

There are massive contradictions within the ethical decision making of religions. Making God like decisions on social matters.
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