

MOLLUSC PRACTICAL



SEMESTER II, SESSION 2017-2018



OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE AND TASKS

The object of the exercise is to introduce you to the study of molluscan remains in archaeology.  The study of molluscan remains can provide the archaeologist with important information on the nature of past environments as well as detailed information on very local conditions at the archaeological site.  Molluscan remains are commonly found on sites where the bedrock or underlying sediments are rich in alkaline materials.

This project is designed to introduce you to the problems associated with identifying sub-fossil molluscan remains as well as the interpretation of the results obtained during such studies.  You will be provided with a sample of material and within the practical class you will need to examine your sample and attempt to identify the different types of molluscs present in your sample.  The first part of your project report needs you to draw 2 of the snails present in your sample, label the distinctive parts of the shell and identify to species level each mollusc (worth 25% of project mark).  You will be provided with blank sheets to fill in.  You will need to scan these in to be submitted with your written answer.

You also have to produce a written answer (75% of total project mark, 1000-1500 words length) based on an examination of a copy of a published section and molluscan diagram (also supplied – see Mollusc project figures in Moodle).  Please examine these diagrams and answer the following:

1. With reference to Figure 1 discuss the likely taphonomic problems in the interpretation of the molluscs from a sample taken in unit 8 on the diagram (25% of total project mark).

2. With reference to Figure 2 describe the changes you see in the diagram (15% of total project mark); explain what you think has caused these changes (20% of total project mark); and suggest the likely time periods when these changes occurred (15% of total project mark).    

Please submit your written answer with the two pages of your illustrations through the usual electronic submission method.





Figure 1. 




[image: ]













Figure 2. 
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