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Critically evaluate the process and procedures adopted by the first attending officer at a crime scene in order to reduce the possibility of cross contamination 

During an investigation there will always be a first attending officer, this police officer or officers will be responsible for setting up the crime scene for other officers and other investigation staff for when they arrive. This is an important aspect of policing as this role allows the police to avoid contamination of evidence and to also have a better idea of what has happened prior to arriving decreasing the chances of any evidence being damaged. Procedures for the first attending officer also exist to ensure that safety in the crime scene is as effective as it can be. This is done through analysing hazards and informing attending staff (The Forensics Library ND).

When an officer arrives on scene it is very important that they wear personal protective equipment this ranges from wearing 2 sets of rubber gloves and overshoes. The reason that the officer is to wear the gloves is to avoid putting their own fingerprints on the scene or on the evidence the officer also wears 2 sets of gloves as a precaution as rubber gloves are prone to breaking (Staggs 2016). The attending officer is to also wear overshoes as this can avoid the officer from leaving their boot prints on scene potentially saving them from damaging any tracks during the investigation. log who has entered and left the crime scene (Sullivan 2019). This helps as if a police officer has entered the scene, then the log would be proof of their entry and exit, this can also be used to help the police in an investigation because if an officer does leave any of their DNA on scene the log can be proof of why it was there clearing the officer as a potential suspect. The cordons will also be set up for health and safety reasons for example an inner cordon is dangerous due to the nature of the scene whereas an out cordon is safer as it is out of the initial scene of the crime or incident. (Northern Ireland Police Service 2016). Cotton swabs may also be used on scenes this is because cotton swabs can collect any saliva that is on scene and must only be used on one person or liquid that is on a surface. This is because multiple if multiple forms of saliva were collected using the same swab it will contaminate the evidence making it unreliable during the investigation. Saliva will also be stored within a tube this is because the tube will not leak out any of the DNA that has been collected from the saliva. This is also used as a way to protect the DNA from cross contamination as the tube is swealed preventing any dirt or other contaminants from entering (Metropolitan Police 2013).
When the first officer attends a crime scene, it is crucial that a police officer follows basic forensic procedures. This is due to the possibility of cross contamination which can lead to evidence being destroyed or becoming near useless. It is also there to ensure a police officer safety from certain infections that may come from a person’s blood like HIV or Hepatitis. Basic requirements of an officer on scene are to wear latex gloves in order to avoid blood contamination and avoid leaving one’s own fingerprints (Staggs 2016). During the investigation an officer must ensure that all evidence is bagged and tagged properly the reason is to ensure that the evidence is not contaminated when being delivered to the station. The types of containments used may very but is most common to use plastic bag or box containment the reason for this is as it won’t be contaminated by fingerprints or become wet damaging evidence an officer may also use a tube for certain types of evidence like knifes as a knife may pierce a plastic bag when evidence is also bagged it will be known as exhibits (Home Office 2020).
When an officer discovers a dead body when on call the first attending officer is to check whether the individual is alive if this is not the case then the officer must stay near the body to ensure that no one goes on scene as people may damage any evidence on scene by fingerprints. The officer must also contact the coroner’s office as the coroner will pick up the deceased individual to find out the cause of death which could be found out to be of natural causes or murder. The first response officer will also contact the coroner as the coroner will be able to identify the victim if no forms of identification on the deceased body. This ensures that the officer can contact the deceased family or friends helping with the investigation. (Metropolitan Polic2 2022). Lastly the first attending officer must avoid moving the body and preventing anyone else on scene from moving the body until the coroner arrives. This is because moving the body could damage any evidence that the body contains e.g. marks relating to the victims death to add to this it is possible that civilians and police officers could leave marks on the body leading potentially leading to false reports from the coroner. It is also important that people wear PPE when touching the body as to avoid contamination and to keep the investigator safe from any potential diseases the body may have meaning that they will have to follow the basic healthy and safety guid (Hampshire Police 2018).

The attending officer must also bag all evidence e.g., Knives and other forms of evidence in appropriate containers, this is due to the fact that the way the police package the items must be done in such a way that will prevent any form of contamination. an example of this would be a knife the police officer would not put the knife in a plastic bag but instead would put it in an evidence box or cylinder. The reason for this is that it will prevent any evidence e.g., blood from leaking from the container and would prevent the knife from damaging the container retaining all evidence that was collecting from it on scene (Superior Bag 2020) 

The first attending officer will be responsible for setting up a common approach path during an active investigation of a crime scene. A common approach path is when an officer sets up a designated route for anyone coming to investigate. This is vital in an investigation as it allows officers on scene to avoid damaging/ contaminating any evidence when on scene by either walking on or touching evidence (Futurelearn ND) The first attending officer is also responsible for the preservice of the scene this is done by recording what has happened at the scene and recording evidence currently found. Once this has been completed it is important to brief all attending officers of the contamination risk and what they should be mindful of when investigating the scene. This is done to ensure that all officers are aware of their Protective equipment and to also make sure that all officers understand what obstacles they may have to mauver around avoiding any accidents that could destroy evidence. Also, the first attending officer will also be the lead investigator which means that during the investigation they will be working a crime scene manager in order maximize investigation efficiency and to avoid cross contamination (Forensic Science Regulator 2020)

The first officer will be responsible for a hazard check on scene this is due to the fact that hazards could injure those who are on scene which in turn could damage evidence through blood contamination. hazards could include glass, wet floors and weapons that are on scene. This is also important as the hazards need to be kept away from the general public meaning that the cordoning zone needs to be planned carefully around the hazards as well as the evidence as a means to prevent further injuries and potential contamination. Hazard check can also be done to find out if there are any potentially dangerous chemicals on site meaning that the forensics and police can prepare with safety equipment (College of Policing 2013).

Lastly the first attending officer will be responsible for a risk assessment this very important during an investigation especially if the crime has happened recently because many people in the area could potentially be intruding on the scene. This means that the first officer will have to decide if they require more support this can involve more police officers support which will assist in preventing people from entering the scene which will only be done if the general public has become violent or there are too many people for the current officers to hold back. The officer may also want to call in a specialist if there is a risk at the site e.g., a bomb (College of Policing 2015). 


In conclusion the first attending officer has one of the most important roles within an investigation as they are responsible for ensuring that any and all evidence on scene is not contaminated. They do this by ensuring that all officers who attend the scene are aware of what procedures they must follow when attending the scene. The first officer will also be responsible for ensuring that the common approach path that the setup is effective a saver for other staff members who attend as the risk of contamination may be high if the police are not aware of what path is best taken (Lancashire Police 2022). 
 












Critically analyse the methods in practice for recovery an examination of forensic evidence at crime scenes evaluating the legislation, strategies, policies and procedures with regard to forensic recovery and examination

The police service uses a variety of strategies and forms of recovery when attending a crime scene this is to ensure that the crime scene is conducted with professionalism and to avoid contamination. this organisation comes in the forms of recovery when collecting evidence and how it is logged, and the procedures used when collecting the evidence that will be used during the investigation.  These policies and strategies will also be used in all forms of crime scenes such as burglary, murder and road traffic collisions in an effort to gather evidence that can be used to determine who may have been responsible for a crime (Marshall 2021).
During an investigation at a crime scene, it is important that evidence relating to the crime is bagged and logged for evaluation. This is done by an officer bagging with a plastic or brown paper bag then proceeding to log the item officially making it an Exhibit. When a police officer has also logged the item that must right down where the item was found and at what time, the date of it being collected and who it was initially found by. This is important information to log as this information will be used during court later into the investigation (Crown Prosecution Service 2018). This is done as it allows the police to use that evidence to either help in their investigation to find out who was involved with the crime scene or to use as proof of guilt during court on a suspect. The soul use of tamper bags is to store evidence is to preserve what evidence has been gathered and therefore has to be bar coded and sealed in order to retain and keep the evidence safe (Home Office 2020). The police and evidence act of 1984 covers aspects relating to searching at a crime scene and is there in order for the police to justify a search as well items that should be collected when searching. An example of this is that a police officer can justify creating a crime scene if someone has died of unnatural causes or if a building has been burgled. A police officer may also detain a person if they are suspected of committing the offence. Lastly the act also covers the collection of evidence as to be used to assist in an investigation and what must be done e.g., logging of evidence once collected an evidence container (Home Office 2010).

During an investigation the golden hour principle is key, this is due to the fact that if a police officer was to make it to a crime scene within the first hour of the crime happening most of the evidence will still be in the area. This evidence can range from DNA and camera footage which is crucial in identifying who was at the scene allowing the police to have more opportunities during the investigation. This also allows the police to potentially find potential witnesses, suspects or the offender themselves which can allow the police to handle the investigation more efficiently (Deane 2019) The beginning of the investigation also called initial investigation and is when a police officer has begun the first part of the investigation meaning the collection of evidence and a risk assessment. The next potential policy that could take place will be to further investigation onto another investigation. This process involves an investigation passing on information relating to the case e.g., what evidence has been collected as well as the risk assessment. These are important aspects of an investigation as it assists investigators with the investigation whilst also providing the information that they will require prior to going onto the scene (Kent Police 2020). 

A police officer is responsible for noting down the times, dates, names and locations in a pocket notebook or digital notebook when attending incident or a crime scene (Hampshire Constabulary 2018). This is a very important part of policing as this will be used as evidence to support a police officers conduct as well as all actions that were committed without this however, it could make a statement made by an officer mostly useless as their statement could not support what has been stated by them during court. This is especially important when collecting evidence as if an officer does not note down what has been discovered then it could make their claim of evidence debatable as it does not state that it was ever collected meaning proving the item was at the scene becomes nearly impossible (Home Office 2020) Lastly a police officer who must also note down the in a pocket notebook the names of any witnesses they speak to at the scene. This because anything said by the witnesses will be used as evidence during the case and may also rely on the witnesses later if they require further information (Merseyside Police 2020). 

During an investigation a police officer would not only search for items relating to DNA but would also search for other sources of evidence, this evidence can come in the from of broken items as well boot/shoe prints, to add to this a police office may also search for any left-over hair or clothing fibres. The reason that this is important is that it provides insight into what happened at the scene and the characteristics of who was at the scene for example, shoe prints can give details into the shoe size of the suspect whilst something like a broken window can show weather a person broke into or out of a house giving some insight into what happened and why it happened in the first place (Key Forensics 2021) Clothing fibres and hair can also provide DNA as the fibres could contain sweat from the individual on scene same as the hair. A police officer may also try to find video footage of what had happened at the scene if possible as this can give some key details about who was on the scene making it somewhat simpler to provide suspects during a crime scene (Forensic resource Limited 2009).

During a crime scene investigator there will be a crime scene manager that will work with the lead investigator and has the role of maximising the efficiency of all personnel at the crime scene. This is done by ensuring that the crime scene is preserved through coordination of staff on scene and ensuring everyone has a role that is to be fulfilled. The crime scene manager will also be responsible for coordinating any specialist on scene and designate where they will be needed during the investigation. This is an important role within the investigation as this ensure efficient collaboration with the lead investigator ensuring that all tasks that have been assigned are being done correctly and safely (College of Policing 2022)

If a crime scene was to involve a Road Traffic collision, then the way in which evidence would be collected in a different manner for example, forensics teams would collect tyre tracks as a method to find out how fast a car was going. This evidence is used to find out if the people involved in the accident were going over the speed limit. Once this has been done the police may want to use a breathalyser test in order to find out if the drivers were intoxicated when driving the vehicle (Police Service of Northern Ireland ND) Forensic relating to road traffic collisions is covered in the Road traffic act of 1988 stating that driving a vehicle whilst under the influence of a narcotic or alcohol is a punishable offence. (Legislation gov.uk 2022) The criminal evidence acts of 1984 also allows the police to search a vehicle if it’s believed that the vehicle contains any illegal items such as weapons, bombs or illegal drugs (College of Policing 2016) 

One policy that is also used during an investigation that involves a deceased person is body removal this is done by contacting a coroner. The reason that a coroner is contacted is that the coroner will remove the body from the scene and then perform their own investigation on the body. This means that the coroner will be able to find out when the person was deceased, and the methods possibly used to kill the victim. This is important as it means that the police can get a better idea behind what evidence they collected will be most useful when conducting the investigation. The coroner may also be able to identify the body if no forms of identification were found allowing the police to contact people the victim new for an information they may have (College of Policing 2019).

In conclusion the Policies, methods and strategies that are used in an investigation are very important within policing as it allows the police to avoid making critical mistakes within their investigation. This is most important when bagging evidence as the correct methods must be used in order to avoid contamination. The act such as the criminal evidence act of 1984 are especially important within the collection of evidence as this provides a clear and set number of policies that clearly state whether or not a police officer is to conduct evidence gathering making it an essential aspect to policing (Ministry of Justice 2015)
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