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Adolescence a time of changing from a child to a young adult.  This stage of adolescence can vary greatly in different cultures.  In most western cultures we do not have many ceremonies to symbolize this time in a young person's life whilst in non Westen cultures they do mark this time with both ceremonies and rites of passage. 
Teenagers in western society find this time quite unsettling as it’s a time where they still are not recognized as adults but do need to make important decisions with regards to the future such as education or work.  Relationships change and expectations of them are generally higher as they are no longer classed as children.  Parents in western society mainly let their children to grow into the person they are going to be with no time limit on them or any sense of duty however some non-western societies have a rite of passage or ceremony to mark them reaching the time that indicates they must now be an adult and much greater responsibilities are then placed on those young people.  Some young men have to perform rituals of strength to gain respect and some of those rituals are quite intense.  Young woman in non-western societies that go through rites of passage rituals will experience mostly genital operations to mark this time in her life.
Adolescents in western society are more rebellious and tend to display more risk taking behaviour as drinking alcohol or taking drugs.  Young people in western society also tend to have more freedom and less people keeping an eye on them as our sense of community is not as strong in the west.  Where Adolescents in non-western societies seem to be more at ease with the coming of age.  The non-western young adults seem to be more accepting of the time of change possibly because more emphasis is placed on the importance of growing up and taking on more responsibilities.  They also have very strong sense of community and other family members also take responsibility of that young person. 
However, both cultures have many positive and negative areas of dealing with young adults.  The west tends to be gentler with the parenting approach and give more freedom the west also doesn’t give young adults roles within society which can lead to delays in maturing.  The non-western approach is very much one of duty and a much harsher parenting approach. Where by young adults are expected to take on tasks and duties beyond their maturity.   However young people in west tend to be either suffering with anxiety about body images and how they socially fit in.  while in non-western society young people seem to adapt with much more ease to the changes within in them and around them as they grow into young adults. A cross culture study carried out by Cohen (1964) found some of the non-western rites of passage rituals to be quite ‘dramatic & painful.’

  


