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‘Cultural Capital’ in the New Education Inspection Framework in England.
What’s in it pupils?
The new education inspection framework put forward by the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) in England sees the introduction of a new concept ‘Cultural Capital’ making it the most talked about concept amongst teachers and professionals.
In his reign, Michal Gove, the former education secretary said:
‘The accumulation of cultural capital -the acquisition of knowledge-is the key to social mobility’. He added that by teaching children traditional phonics, times tables and poetry, they will move to schools such as Eton and Westminster.
Really?
It is interesting how policymakers see things differently to the professionals let alone the general population.
so, what is ‘Cultural Capital’?
The term ‘Cultural Capital’ was developed as a concept by the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu in early 70s. 
Bourdieu, a working-class French citizen himself, tried to address the social inequality issues within the French society characterised by a deep social class stratification.
For Bourdieu, cultural capital represents the knowledge, attitudes and experiences wealthy families can offer to their kids. Furthermore, Bourdieu identifies three intertwined aspects which define the social classes: Cultural capital, economic capital, and social capital. 
As far as educational inequality is concerned, cultural capital gives an insight as to how students with valuable cultural capital are very likely to succeed in their education compared to their peers with less valuable cultural capital.
I really share this view. In my experience I have noticed that students who come from families with a rich cultural capital not only do engage with various personal development activities outside the school setting such as theatre, music, and drama through private tuition, but also tend to do well in their exams compared to their peers who come from families with less cultural capital. 
Also, I do think that educational inequality between the fortunate and poorer students is determined by economic capital. Indeed, resourceful families will have a financial edge over the poorer families and will automatically use their cultural capital through economic capital to support their children. A good instance here is purchasing private tuition. Another prominent example which I have noticed in my experience is that fortunate families develop a close relationship with certain teachers.
So, I do firmly believe that students’ levels of cultural capital are a huge indicator of how well they are likely to succeed academically and engage in wider society.
It is good to understand the historical background of the term ‘Cultural Capital’. 
However, the question remains:
 What does Ofsted mean by ‘Cultural Capital’ and why its introduction in the new education inspection framework in England which came into effect September 2019?
For Ofsted, ‘Cultural Capital’ is “the essential knowledge that children need to be educated citizens” (p31 Ofsted Inspection Handbook). Moreover, Ofsted will not inspect cultural capital.
 This above definition is completely different from Bourdieu’s and does not bring anything new to the educational system. More so, if cultural capital will not be inspected, why is it included in the new education inspection framework?
Has Ofsted really misunderstood Bourdieu or just trying to include ‘flashy’ concepts into their vocabulary?
If Bourdieu tried to explain educational inequality within a stratified society through the level of cultural capital possession to bridge the gap as well as promote social mobility, Ofsted, in my eyes, has completely missed the point. In fact, Ofsted does not even mention educational inequality in the new inspection framework apart from scarcely referring to the term ‘disadvantaged’.
As ambitious as it is, Ofsted’s cultural capital misconception will not do students any favour.
If the aim of education is to reduce inequality by providing access to valuable cultural capital which may not be available at home or in the local community, giving disadvantages students a book to read of send them to watch a theatrical play will not help.
As fa as I am concerned, to reduce educational inequality should starts by reducing the economic capital issues. Indeed, it all comes down to financial ability to do things and if families cannot afford to pay for ‘Cultural Capital’ activities as they as less financially comfortable, educational inequality will still exist, and the gap will widen. 
 ‘Cultural Capital’ activities have been left to teachers and schools to deal with which, in my  eyes, presents a real challenge. 
Yes, Schools’ curriculum should be broad and balanced, and should promote various activities if they want to address students’ cultural capital. However, schools have limited resources and will face an uphill struggle to provide a rich variety of activities to bridge the educational inequality among students, and the in-schools or extra-curricular activities will not constitute a substitute for cultural capital.
It seems to me that the fact that Ofsted wants schools to promote and contribute to students’ cultural capital while ignoring the existing social inequality in England is a lost case.
After all, Cultural capital will not be inspected.

