Ethics Scenario Task for Criminal Justice Students
Working individually or in small groups, read each scenario below.
For every scenario, answer the following questions:
1. What are the key ethical issues?
2. Which participants or stakeholders could be harmed, and how?
3. What steps would you take to minimise risk or safeguard participants?
4. Would this project require standard ethical approval or high‑risk approval, and why?
5. Would you modify the research design to make it safer or more ethical? How?

Scenario 1: Interviewing Police Officers about Stop‑and‑Search Decisions
You plan to conduct semi‑structured interviews with serving police officers about how they make decisions during stop‑and‑search encounters. Officers will be asked to reflect on real events and their reasoning.

Scenario 2: Surveying Young People on Exposure to Violence
You intend to survey 14–17‑year‑olds about their experiences of neighbourhood violence, victimisation, and peer offending. The survey will be anonymous.

Scenario 3: Analysing Online Extremist Forums
Your dissertation will involve analysing posts from public online extremist forums to explore patterns of radicalisation.

Scenario 4: Interviewing Former Offenders About Desistance
You want to interview adults with convictions about how they moved away from crime. Some may still be on probation.

Scenario 5: Observing Police–Public Interactions in Night‑Time Economy Areas
You propose to observe police patrols in a busy nightlife area and record notes on interactions between officers and the public.

Scenario 6: Interviewing Survivors of Domestic Abuse
You plan to interview adult survivors about their experiences with support services and criminal justice agencies.

Scenario 7: Using Prisoners as Research Participants
You want to study the effects of prison education programmes and plan to interview prisoners during their sentence.

