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     Academic writing and referencing skills are essential components of scholarly communication in higher education and academic research. These skills encompass the ability to articulate ideas effectively in a clear and structured manner while acknowledging and citing relevant sources accurately. In the context of academic writing, "referencing" refers to the practice of citing sources within the text and providing a corresponding list of references or bibliography, which serves as evidence of the research and sources consulted in a scholarly work. Mastering these skills is crucial for students and researchers as it not only facilitates knowledge dissemination but also upholds academic integrity. (Vardi, 2012) 
One of the significant issues in the field of academic writing and referencing is the prevalence of inadequate referencing and plagiarism. Many students and even seasoned researchers struggle with properly attributing sources and inadvertently engage in plagiarism, which can have severe consequences on their academic and professional careers. This issue is often compounded by a lack of awareness about referencing styles, and citation formats (UNSW Sydney, 2023) 
The purpose of this essay is to explore the importance of academic writing and referencing skills, and to highlight the issue of inadequate referencing and plagiarism. 
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In this section, you will provide a comprehensive explanation of academic writing skills are in detail from different sources and perspectives to define academic writing skills. Academic writing skills involve the ability to convey complex ideas, arguments, or research in a structured, clear, and well-organized manner. It includes aspects such as appropriate language use, citation and referencing, critical thinking, and adherence to specific academic forms. (UCLA Arena Centre, 2019) 
Academic writing is a formal, structured style of writing used in educational and research contexts. It emphasizes clarity, evidence-based arguments, a formal tone, proper citation, and organization. Its purpose is to convey information, analysis, and ideas in a scholarly and objective manner. (Fang, 2021)  
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It is essential to follow the stages through the entire writing process, as they guide you through preparation, execution, and feedback.
1. Carefully review the assignment instructions to understand your exact task.
2. Engage in reading, note-taking, critical thinking, and repeating these processes, as they hold significant importance.
3. Create a preliminary outline with key points and ideas.
4. Develop a detailed plan that emphasizes a coherent and organized structure.
5. Assess your plan: Is it addressing the assignment comprehensively? Are you maintaining a critical perspective?
6. Begin the initial draft and revise as necessary, continuing to read and think critically.
7. Edit and redraft your work as needed to enhance its quality.
8. Conduct meticulous proofreading, focusing on referencing, spelling, and grammar.
9. Submit your assignment, ensuring you allocate sufficient time before the deadline to account for any unforeseen issues.
10. Thoroughly review the feedback provided to aid in improving your future assignments. (University of York,2023) 
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Skills are a fundamental requirement for every student. They empower them to perform tasks competently and effectively. Skills are acquired and honed through educational pursuits and professional experiences. In essence, if a student excels in developing skills within a specific domain, they have the potential to become a proficient expert in that area. Students commence their journey by acquiring crucial skills early in their academic careers, which subsequently prove invaluable in their professional lives, career progression, and the pursuit of opportunities. As they cultivate these skills, students gain increased self-assurance, motivation, engagement, and the ability to attain their objectives. (Podareducation, 2021.)
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Referencing, in the context of academic writing, encompasses the practice of acknowledging and attributing the ideas and research derived from external sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and more. These sources serve various purposes, such as supporting the author's own ideas or engaging in discussions, analyses, or critiques of other works.
The process of referencing serves several crucial purposes:
1. Demonstrates the author's ability to locate and utilize sources effectively, contributing to the development of a strong argument.
2. Properly gives credit to the original creators of ideas, theories, and research findings, acknowledging their intellectual contributions.
3. Illustrate how the author's argument connects to the broader context or "big picture" of the field of study.
Neglecting to appropriately acknowledge sources is known as plagiarism and can result in significant academic consequences. Fortunately, plagiarism can be easily avoided by adhering to a few fundamental principles.
What necessitates referencing?
Referencing becomes necessary in the following situations:
1. When verbatim content is borrowed from a book, article, or another source (referred to as a quotation).
2. When an idea or fact from an external source is used, even if the author rephrases or summarizes it (paraphrasing and summarizing).
The sole exception to this rule is when the information in question is considered common knowledge, meaning it is widely known and accepted by the general public. When in doubt about whether to reference a particular piece of information, it is advisable to err on the side of referencing it.
Components of referencing involve:
1. A citation within the text of the assignment, often referred to as an in-text citation.
2. An entry in a reference list located at the conclusion of the assignment, which provides detailed information about each source used. (University of New Zealand, 2020) 
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Plagiarism and citation are fundamental concepts in academic and scholarly writing. They are closely related and play a crucial role in maintaining academic integrity and giving proper credit to the sources of information. 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of using someone else's words, ideas, or work without giving them appropriate credit or without proper authorization. It is considered unethical and academically dishonest. 
[bookmark: _Toc148799091]Unintentional plagiarism can occur when students fail to properly cite their sources due to oversight or lack of knowledge about referencing conventions. However, even if plagiarism is unintentional, it can still result in academic penalties. To prevent this, students should familiarize themselves with their discipline's referencing guidelines, take thorough notes, and avoid closely paraphrasing. Attending plagiarism and study skills sessions, along with consulting subject handbooks, can help in avoiding common mistakes. When in doubt about referencing, paraphrasing, or plagiarism, students should seek guidance from their tutors. (University of Oxford, 2023) 
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Referencing in Higher Education is crucial to uphold academic integrity by giving credit to original authors, ensuring credibility, and preventing plagiarism. It helps students engage in scholarly conversation, meet disciplinary standards, and develop critical thinking skills. Additionally, proper referencing avoids legal issues related to copyright, fostering responsible research practices in academia and beyond.
Referencing is essential for student work because it acknowledges the sources of information used in their research. For example, in a history paper, referencing allows students to credit the authors of historical documents, providing credibility to their arguments. Without proper references, their work might be seen as unsubstantiated opinions rather than well-researched academic discourse. 
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	In conclusion, academic writing and referencing skills are indispensable in the realm of higher education and academic research. These skills enable students and researchers to effectively communicate complex ideas, maintain academic integrity, and contribute to scholarly discourse. 
Referencing, a crucial component of academic writing, serves to acknowledge external sources and support strong arguments while avoiding plagiarism. Proper referencing is essential to maintain academic integrity, credibility, and adherence to disciplinary standards.
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